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Introduction to the day
In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead.
The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in
exile or living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of
resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to
new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember
God’s unfailing promise in our baptism.
Food pantry need: cereal and soup
Attendance for March 15.2026 - 33
PRELUDE
1


http://www.gracecolumbiacity.org/

GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:

Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:

Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,
and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,
and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:



Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

In the name of ++ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you,

pours God’s love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG
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Text: Kenyan hymn; adapt. Greg Scheer, b. 1966

Music: KWAKE YESU NASIMAMA, Kenyan melody; adapt. Greg Scheer

Text © 2007 East African Annual Conference, admin. General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik
English adapt. and arr. © 2007 Greg Scheer, admin. General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe
upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve
you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



The assembly is seated.
WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14

A reading from Ezekiel.

! The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the
LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. ? He led me all
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. °He
said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GoD, you know.”
“Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the
word of the LORD. ° Thus says the Lord GoD to these bones: | will cause breath to
enter you, and you shall live. °T will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come
upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you
shall know that | am the LORD.”

"So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 1 looked, and
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered
them, but there was no breath in them. ° Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath,
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” '°I prophesied as
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their
feet, a vast multitude.

I Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say,
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” ** Therefore
prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord GoD: | am going to open your graves
and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and | will bring you back to the land
of Israel.

'3 And you shall know that I am the LORD when | open your graves and bring you up
from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live,
and | will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have
spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 130
" Out ! of the depths
| cry to ! you, O LORD;
>0 LORD, | hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication.



°If you were to keep watch | over sins,
O LoRrD, ! who could stand?
“Yet with you !'is forgiveness,
in order that you | may be feared.
°1 wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits;
in your word ! is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch ! for the
morning,
more than those who keep watch ! for the morning.
70 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.
® For the LoRD shall | redeem Israel
from lall their sins.

Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11
A reading from Romans.
®To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. ' For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not
submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ° and those who are in the flesh cannot please
God.

°But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. ‘° But if
Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness.

YL If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised
Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit
that dwells in you.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
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GOSPEL: John 11:1-45

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

! Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha.  Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. ° So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” “* But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does
not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified
through it.” ® Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus,
®after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where
he was.

"Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” ® The disciples
said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going
there again?” “ Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who
walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. *° But
those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” ** After saying this,
he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken
him.”

2 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.”

'3 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was
referring merely to sleep. ** Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. *° For your
sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”

“ Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that
we may die with him.”



"When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.
' Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, *” and many of the Jews
had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. ?° When Martha
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home.

1 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
°2 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” ° Jesus said
to her, “Your brother will rise again.” ** Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise
again in the resurrection on the last day.” *° Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection
and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, ?° and everyone
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” ? She said to him,
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into
the world.”

 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” ? And when she heard it, she
got up quickly and went to him. *° Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was
still at the place where Martha had met him. ** The Jews who were with her in the
house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because
they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. *> When Mary came where
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died.” ** When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews
who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.
* He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”
% Jesus began to weep. *° So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” *’ But some of
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man
from dying?”

8 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone
was lying against it. * Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the
dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there 1s a stench because he has been dead four
days.” “° Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the
glory of God?” ** So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said,
“Father, I thank you for having heard me. “*I knew that you always hear me, but I
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that
you sent me.” ** When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!” “* The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his
face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

“>Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus
did believed in him.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON
The assembly is seated.

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Christ Is the Life
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Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953

Music: COE FEN, Kenneth Naylor, 1931-1991
Text © 1989 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world
and its needs.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your name. Breathe
into us so that we may share your message of forgiveness, hope, and love. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the work of those
who restore homes and habitats after natural disasters, and sustain places where
biodiversity thrives (local places in nature may be named). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act boldly for justice, free
all who live in places of war and violence, and guide refugees and asylum seekers to
safety. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty that weighs down so
many. Console any who weep and heal all who are sick. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all preparing to be baptized.
Deepen our wonder at the mystery of your resurrection and life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We offer our thanksgiving for (Jonathan Edwards and ) all people who have died in
faith. Give us faith to trust in your power to redeem and save, and bring us up from
our graves to life in you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen
Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace
be with you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING VS 4 ONLY (ELW 803) .
When | Survey the Wondrous Cross

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

Music: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872



Offering Prayer

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving Dialogue
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From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God,
our living Water and our merciful Guide,
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs
we bless and magnify you.

You led your people Israel through the desert,
and provided them water from the rock.

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water,
who joined us in our desert,
pouring out his life for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.



Remembering, therefore,

his life, death, and resurrection,

we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food

and on all the baptized gathered for this feast:

wash away our sin,

that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table.
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond Amen.



COMMUNION SONG
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SONG DURING COMMUNION (ELW 485) .

| AM THE BREAD OF LIFE
Text: Suzanne Toolan, rsm, b. 1927, based on John 6
Music: Suzanne Toolan, RSM

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of our salvation,
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,
bearing witness to your love for all creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:
God, who calls all things into existence,
Jesus Christ, who redeems us,
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

++ bless you now and always. Amen.




SENDING SONG You Are the Way (ELW 758)
Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt. Music: Psalter, Edinburgh,
1615

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Believe the good news. Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

ANNOUNCEMENT
BREAD LOAF OFFERING - MARCH- Gafkjen Endowment Fund

o * Weekly envelope offering. We will be updating our list of envelope offerings.
If you do not receive them and would like to, or you receive them and do not
need them anymore because you do your offerings online or mail in a monthly
check, please let the office know by March 22nd.

e * Easter Week services for Hope and Grace: Maundy Thursday April 2 Grace
7pm with communion, Good Friday April 3 Hope 7pm No communion, Easter
Sunday April 5 Hope 8:15am Grace 10am. Grace will also have a Carry in
breakfast and Easter Egg hunt at 8:00am

e *The year's Synod Assembly will be on line this year versus in person down in
Indianapolis. The date is Saturday June 6th. We need one male and one female
to represent our church. If you are interested, see Pastor Matt.

e Thanks, Joe Freibrger

e Food Pantry needs, with the colder weather the need for Soup increases. While
we still need Cereal and Peanut Butter, we could also use Soup as well.

e Game Night at Grace Lutheran Church, April 21,
e Preschool Dairy Queen Fundraiser April 21%. 4-8 pm.

e Gloria Pelfrey has moved to 4725 N State Rd 9 Columbia City IN, 46725



Weekly Agenda at Grace Lutheran Church
Monday March 23, 2025
Helping hands 12:30 pm
Scouting America Troop 84 6:30 pm
AA 7:30 pm
Tuesday March 24, 2025
T.0.P.S5 9:30 am
Staff Meeting 3:40 pm
3082 6:30 pm
Wednesday March 25, 2025
Men’s Breakfast 8 am
Food Pantry 12 pm
Voucher 4 pm
Thursday March 26, 2026
AA 7:30 pm
Al-non 7:30 pm
Friday March 27, 2026
Pastor’s Day Off
Saturday February 28, 2026
Sunday March 29, 2026
Palm Sunday
Worship @ Hope 8:15 am
Worship @ Grace 10:00 am
Fellowship 11:15 am
We have new sign-up sheets in the parish hall, for coffee hour. Coffee hour will
be after church service, for anyone that would like to stay.



