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June 22, 2025
3rd Sunday after Pentecost

Introduction to the day

We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow
him an invitation to freedom. This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s
fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. This is freedom to not be
imprisoned by anything that would keep us from the fullness of the
life God has given us. This is the path of life.

Food pantry need: cereal and peanut butter
Attendance for June 22, 2025-
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http://www.gracecolumbiacity.org/

PRELUDE
(please stand if you are able)

ENTRANCE HYMN (ELW 559)
O Splendor of God's Glory Bright

Text Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; tr. composite

Music: Plainsong mode I; Sarum Antiphoner, 15th cent

GREETING
The minister greets the congregation.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you
favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son,
that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your
paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.



FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21
A reading from 1 Kings.

*Then the LORD said to [Elijah], “Go, return on your way to the
wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as
king over Aram. *° Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king
over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-
meholah as prophet in your place.

“So he set out from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who
was plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he
was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over
him. 2 He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my
father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to
him, “Go back again, for what have I done to you?” ** He returned
from following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them;
using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh and gave it to
the people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah and
became his servant.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 16
! Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; | have said to the LORD,
“You are my Lord, my good above all other.”
> All my delight is upon the godly that are !'in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
¢ But those who run after | other gods
shall have their troubles ! multiplied.
“Their libations of blood I ' will not offer,
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.
>0 LORD, you are my portion ! and my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.
® My boundaries enclose a ! pleasant land;
indeed, | have a ! goodly heritage.
T will bless the LORD who I gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night ! after night.
¢1 have set the LORD always before me;
because he is at my right hand, I I shall not fall.
° My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall ! rest in hope.
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“For you will not abandon me ! to the grave,
nor let your holy one ! see the pit.
"You will show me the | path of life; in your presence there is
fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

SECOND READING: Galatians 5:1, 13-25
A reading from Galatians.

1For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not
submit again to a yoke of slavery.

“For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters, only do not
use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through
love become enslaved to one another. *“ For the whole law is summed
up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” ** If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care
that you are not consumed by one another.

“ Live by the Spirit, | say, and do not gratify the desires of the
flesh. * For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what
the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh, for these are opposed to each
other, to prevent you from doing what you want. ** But if you are led
by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. ** Now the works of the
flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity, debauchery, *idolatry,
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions,
factions, * envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am
warning you, as | warned you before: those who do such things will
not inherit the kingdom of God.

2 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness,  gentleness, and self-control. There
is no law against such things. * And those who belong to Christ have
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  If we live by the
Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



(please stand if you are able)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Gospel: Luke 9:51-62

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 9th chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

1 When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face
to go to Jerusalem. %2 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their
way they entered a village of the Samaritans to prepare for his arrival,
3 but they did not receive him because his face was set toward
Jerusalem. > When his disciples James and John saw this, they said,
“Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven
and consume them?” % But he turned and rebuked them. % Then they
went on to another village.

%" As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will
follow you wherever you go.” % And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have
holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere
to lay his head.” ® To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said,
“Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” ® And Jesus said to him,
“Let the dead bury their own dead, but as for you, go and proclaim the
kingdom of God.” 8! Another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me
first say farewell to those at my home.” 62 And Jesus said to him, “No
one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom
of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



The assembly is seated.

Sermon

(please stand if you are able)

Hymn of the Day

Spirit, Open My Heart
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Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: WILD MOUNTAIN THYME, Irish melody; adapt. Alfred V. Fedak, b. 1953
Text © 1996 Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved.
Music © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



THE PRAYERS
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following
examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.

Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the
wholeness of the church, the world, and all creation.

A brief silence.

Guide your church, O God. Anoint us for service and make us
messengers of your peace. Emboldened by the witness of Christians
throughout history, send us to proclaim your reign come near. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Protect this world, O God. Watch over fields and fruit trees, foxes and
birds, the pleasant land beneath us and the sun and moon above. Keep
us mindful of the rich inheritance you have given us in the natural
world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Counsel our leaders, O God. Make them steadfast in seeking justice
and unable to be shaken as they pursue peace. Lead them by your
Spirit to listen and respond to the people they govern. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Uphold all who suffer, O God. Give refuge to those of us who know
rejection, and shelter to those of us who have nowhere to lay our
heads. Bring any who are sick into your healing presence. Give all
your fullness of joy. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Set free this assembly, O God. Grow your Spirit’s fruits within us and
within our congregation’s ministries. Set our faces always on you, that
we might live in the freedom to which you have called us. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
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Embrace all your saints, O God. We thank you for the faithful
departed. Let us rejoice that you do not abandon us to the grave but
lead us on the path of life. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and
may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.
The assembly is seated.

MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Presentation of the Gifts
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.

Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting

life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Sanctus
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
Holy God,

our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,

in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,

the seas and stars

were whole and well in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his acts of healing,
his body given up,
and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
13



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

COMMUNION

(Everyone is welcome to come to the communion table. If you have not
received instruction in the Sacraments, come to the altar for a
blessing. If you would like to receive communion where you are seated
in the pews, please tell the usher and at the close of communion you

will be served.)

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN
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COMMUNION SONG (ELW 793)

Be Thou My Vision
Text Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull,

tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880 1931
Music: Irish traditional
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit

to love our neighbors as ourselves

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

BLESSING

The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

+ bless you and give you peace.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN
Freedom Is Coming
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2 Oh, Jesus.
Jesus is coming.
Oh, yes, I know.

Text: South African; transc. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
Music: FREEDOM IS COMING, South African; transc. Freedom Is Coming
Text and music © 1984 Peace of Music Publishing AB, admin. Walton Music Corp., a div. of GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Sermon is from Galatians today June 29,2025

Church office, will be closed July 4™ in observation of
Independence Day.

Our Food Pantry is in need of cereal and peanut butter.

Blood Pressure Checks- 1st Sunday every month- Beth
Moss, RN, MA Parish Nurse

Grace Lutheran Church is now participating in First Fridays
downtown in Columbia City. We are not selling anything, just
promoting what we do well. Talking about our Preschool,
Food Pantry and spreading God’s word. The next event will be
on July 4thfrom 6pm to 9pm. We meet at church at 4:30 and
walk down to the courthouse where we set up on the west side.
We need some volunteers each month thru October. If you are
interested, please see Pastor Matt, Joe Freiburger or any
member on Church Council.

BREAD LOAF OFFERING - JUNE — GIDEONS

It's that time of year again to sign up for the Pork Chop Lunch
at the 4-H fair. Grace will be helping again this year. The
lunch is Sunday, July 13. There are 2 shifts: 10:45-2 ( the busy
shift) and 2-4 (the more relaxed shift). There are a variety of
jobs available: serving line, serving pies or drinks, carry out
area, kitchen duties, and more. Please call or text Alison
Oelschlager at 260-609-7894 if you are able to help out, or if
you have any questions. THANK YOU!
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Weekly agenda at Grace Lutheran church
Monday June 30, 2025
Helping Hands 12:30 pm

Scouting America Troop 84 B/G 6:30 pm
AA 7:30 pm
Tuesday July 1, 2025
Tops 9 am
Wednesday July 2, 2025
Men’s Breakfast 8 am
Food Pantry 12 pm
Food Voucher 4 pm
Thursday July 3, 2025
AA 7:30 pm
AL-non 7:30 pm
Friday July 4, 2025
Pastor’s Day off
Independence Day
Saturday July 5, 2025
Sunday July 6, 2025
Worship @ Grace 10 am
Fellowship @ 11:15 am

We have new sign-up sheets in the parish hall, for

coffee hour. Coffee hour will be after church
service, for anyone that would like to stay.
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