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July 6, 2025
4th Sunday after Pentecost

Introduction to the day
God is the source of our nourishment. Jesus’ invitation to “take and

eat . . . take and drink” is a repeated one. In holy communion, in the
word read and proclaimed, in the assembly of the people of God, the
dominion of God has come near. Rejoice! Your name is written in
heaven.

Food pantry need: cereal and peanut butter
Attendance for June 29, 2025- 38
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http://www.gracecolumbiacity.org/

PRELUDE
(please stand if you are able)

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

GATHERING SONG

Give Me Jesus

Text: African American spiritual
Music: African American spiritual; arr. hymnal version

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

(ELW 770)

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, you are the city that shelters us,
the mother who comforts us. With your Spirit accompany us on our
life’s journey, that we may spread your peace in all the world, through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 66:10-14
A reading from Isaiah.
“Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her,
all you who love her;
rejoice with her in joy,
all you who mourn over her—
' that you may nurse and be satisfied
from her consoling breast,
that you may drink deeply with delight
from her glorious bosom.
?For thus says the LORD:
| will extend prosperity to her like a river
and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream,
and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm
and bounced on her knees.
13 As a mother comforts her child,
so | will comfort you;
you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.
“You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice;
your bodies shall flourish like the grass,
and it shall be known that the power of the LORD is with his
servants,
and his indignation is against his enemies.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 66:1-9
' Be joyful in God, ! all you lands;
be joyful, ! all the earth.
2Sing the glory ' of God’s name;
sing the glory ! of God’s praise.
¢ Say to God, “How awesome ! are your deeds!
Because of your great strength your enemies ! cringe before you.
* All the earth bows ! down before you,
sings to you, sings | out your name.”
>Come now and see the ! works of God,
how awesome are God’s deeds ! toward all people.
®God turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through
the water on foot,
and there we rejoiced in God.
"Ruling forever in might, God keeps watch over the nations;
let no rebels ex- I alt themselves.
*Bless our ! God, you peoples;
let the sound of | praise be heard.
*Our God has kept us among the living
and has not allowed our ! feet to slip.

SECOND READING: Galatians 6:[1-6] 7-16

A reading from Galatians.

[' My brothers and sisters, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you
who have received the Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of
gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are not tempted. > Bear one
another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
*For if those who are nothing think they are something, they deceive
themselves. * All must test their own work; then that work, rather than
their neighbor’s work, will become a cause for pride. ° For all must
carry their own loads.

®Those who are taught the word must share in all good things with
their teacher.]

"Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever
you sow. ¢ If you sow to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from
the flesh, but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from
the Spirit. ° So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will
reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. ° So then, whenever we
have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all and especially for
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those of the family of faith.

' See what large letters I make when I am writing in my own hand!
21t is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh who try to
compel you to be circumcised—only that they may not be persecuted
for the cross of Christ. ** Even the circumcised do not themselves obey
the law, but they want you to be circumcised so that they may boast
about your flesh. *“ May I never boast of anything except the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me
and I to the world. * For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is
anything, but a new creation is everything! ° As for those who will
follow this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel
of God.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

(please stand if you are able)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Gospel: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

! After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on

ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he himself

intended to go. 2 He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the

laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out

laborers into his harvest. 2 Go on your way; I am sending you out like

lambs into the midst of wolves. # Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals,

and greet no one on the road. > Whatever house you enter, first say,
7



‘Peace to this house!” ® And if a person of peace is there, your peace
will rest on that person, but if not, it will return to you. ' Remain in the
same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer
deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house.

8 Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is
set before you; ° cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The
kingdom of God has come near to you.” 1* But whenever you enter a
town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say,

1 ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in
protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come
near.’

18 «Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you
rejects me, and whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.”

17 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name
even the demons submit to us!” '8 He said to them, “I watched Satan
fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. *° Indeed, I have given you
authority to tread on snakes and scorpions and over all the power of
the enemy, and nothing will hurt you. ? Nevertheless, do not rejoice at
this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are
written in heaven.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

Sermon



(please stand if you are able)

Hymn of the Day

God’s Work, Our Hands
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Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954

Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the
wholeness of the church, the world, and all creation.

A brief silence.

You send your church into the world with a message of peace. Center
the whole church in this peace, and strengthen our faith by the
example of all those who creatively and faithfully proclaim your good
news. God of grace, hear our prayer.

All the earth sings out your name. Inspire your people to drink deeply
from the beauty of all your creation. When ecosystems are wounded,
bring your healing. When our actions endanger the survival of other
species, curb our greed and waste. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You call us to work for the good of all. Give resolve to those who
lead, that they do not grow weary in doing what is right. Guide them
to seek peace between nations and freedom for all people. God of
grace, hear our prayer.



As a mother comforts her child, so you comfort us. Bring this comfort
to those in any pain. Carry your people when grief is heavy, and lift
burdens of shame and self-doubt. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your harvest is plentiful, O God. Make us laborers and companions
with one another in this assembly. Send your peace to rest upon us,
heal divisions among us, and open our hearts to receive one another as
gifts from you. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You have written our names in heaven, O God, and we rejoice. We
thank you for those who have lived and died in your love. Accompany
us on our life’s journey and draw us at last to life forever in you. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and
may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.
MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering Hymn (ELW 721)
Goodness Is Stronger Than Evil

Text From An African Prayer Book, Desmond Tutu, b. 1931

Music: John L. Bell, b. 1949

11



CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.

Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
The presiding minister leads one of the following or another
appropriate prayer.

Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all
things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos,
and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful
gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway
home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O
God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to
witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by
death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew
our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a
world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who
call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 221)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG (ELW 396)
Spirit of Gentleness
Text James K. Manley, b. 1940 Music: James K. Manley

Dismissal

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good
courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil;
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor
all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy
Spirit. Thanks be to God.
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From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved.

ANNOUNCEMENT

e Our Food Pantry is in need of cereal and peanut butter.

Did you know Grace's Girl Scout Troop 10385 has a pantry
cupboard behind the fellowship hall?

On Tuesday, July 15 Wendy Ressler, leader will attend the
ladies Adelphi meeting and tell about their various community
services the scouts do.

The ladies are asked to bring non perishable and personal
hygiene items to contribute to the cupboard. The church
members are welcome to help replenish the cupboard.

Their motto is: Take What You Need, Give What You Can

e Blood Pressure Checks- 1st Sunday every month- Beth
Moss, RN, MA Parish Nurse

e Grace Lutheran Church is now participating in First Fridays
downtown in Columbia City. We are not selling anything, just
promoting what we do well. Talking about our Preschool,
Food Pantry and spreading God’s word. The next event will be
on July 4thfrom 6pm to 9pm. We meet at church at 4:30 and
walk down to the courthouse where we set up on the west side.
We need some volunteers each month thru October. If you are
interested, please see Pastor Matt, Joe Freiburger or any
member on Church Council.

BREAD LOAF OFFERING - JUNE - GIDEONS

e It's that time of year again to sign up for the Pork Chop Lunch
at the 4-H fair. Grace will be helping again this year. The
lunch is Sunday, July 13. There are 2 shifts: 10:45-2 ( the busy
shift) and 2-4 (the more relaxed shift). There are a variety of
jobs available: serving line, serving pies or drinks, carry out
area, kitchen duties, and more. Please call or text Alison
Oelschlager at 260-609-7894 if you are able to help out, or if
you have any questions. THANK YOU!



Weekly agenda at Grace Lutheran church
Monday July 7, 2025
Helping Hands 12:30 pm
Scouting America Troop 84 B/G 6:30 pm
AA 7:30 pm
Tuesday July 8, 2025
Tops 9 am
Sigma Eta 6:30 pm
Wednesday July 9, 2025
Men’s Breakfast 8 am
Food Pantry 12 pm
Food Voucher 4 pm
Thursday July 10, 2025
AA 7:30 pm
AL-non 7:30 pm
Friday July 11, 2025
Pastor’s Day off
Independence Day
Saturday July 12, 2025
Sunday July 13, 2025
Worship @ Hope 8:15 am
Worship @ Grace 10 am
Fellowship @ 11:15 am
Worship @ Oakes 1 pm
We have new sign-up sheets in the parish hall, for
coffee hour. Coffee hour will be after church
service, for anyone that would like to stay.
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