Hope Lutheran Church
2001 S 500 E, Columbia City, IN 46725
Grace Lutheran Church
204 North Main Street Columbia City, Indiana 46725
Phone: 260-244-7118 Fax: 260-248-2138
E-Mail: office.gracelutheran@gmail.com
Web Page: www.gracecolumbiacity.org
Reverend Matthew Converse, Pastor
Kirsten Jines, Preschool Director
Joyce Dubach, Organist
April 12. 2026
Second Sunday of Easter

Introduction to the day

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift of
peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we experience the resurrection in our Sunday
gathering around word and meal, and in our everyday lives. Throughout the coming
Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and the
first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we
rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism.

Food pantry need: cereal and soup
Attendance for April 5.2026 - 87
PRELUDE
1


http://www.gracecolumbiacity.org/

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb! Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.
Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever. Amen.

ENTRANCE HYMN (ELW 384)
That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright

Text Latin hymn, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.

Music: European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The salutation may precede the prayer.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the festival of our Lord’s resurrection.
Graciously help us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen



FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 22-32
A reading from Acts.

142 peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]:

2 “Fellow Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to
you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among
you, as you yourselves know ?° this man, handed over to you according to the definite
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside
the law. ?* But God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death,
because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. %> For David says
concerning him,

‘I saw the Lord always before me,

for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken;
?% therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
" For you will not abandon my soul to Hades
or let your Holy One experience corruption.
8Y ou have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’

29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. *° Since he was a
prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his
descendants on his throne. ** Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the
Messiah, saying,

‘He was not abandoned to Hades,

nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
2“This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 16
! Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; I have said to the LORD, “You are my
Lord, my good above all other.”
2 All my delight is upon the godly that are ! in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
° But those who run after | other gods
shall have their troubles | multiplied.
“Their libations of blood I ! will not offer,
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.



>0 LORD, you are my portion ' and my cup;
it is you who up- I hold my lot.
My boundaries enclose a ! pleasant land;
indeed, | have a | goodly heritage.
1 will bless the LORD who ! gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night ! after night.
1 have set the LORD always before me;
because he is at my right hand, 1 ! shall not fall.
°My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall ! rest in hope.
OFor you will not abandon me ! to the grave,
nor let your holy one ! see the pit.
'Y ou will show me the | path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy, and
in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9
A reading from 1 Peter.

®Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead “ and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you, ° who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. ° In this you rejoice, even if now for a
little while you have had to suffer various trials, ” so that the genuineness of your
faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may
be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.

® Although you have not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not see him
now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, ° for you
are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL.: John 20:19-31
The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were
locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” ?° After he said this, he showed them his hands
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. ?* Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” > When he had
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. *If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.”

4 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. “° So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he
said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the
mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

5 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” ?’ Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” *° Thomas answered
him, “My Lord and my God!” ?° Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

*“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not
written in this book. ** But these are written so that you may continue to believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in
his name.



The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
Silence for reflection may follow.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Christ Has Risen

(ACS 938)
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Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: ST. HELENA, Calvin Hampton, 1938-1984
Text © 1988 WGRG, Tona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Music © 1977 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
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CREED

A Creed may be said: the Nicene Creed, on all festivals and on Sundays in the seasons
of Advent/Christmas and Lent/Easter; The Apostles’ Creed, at other times. When Holy
Baptism or another rite with a creed is celebrated, this creed may be omitted.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen



THE PRAYERS

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let
us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do not exist.
Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by day. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to the
wonders of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic
particles. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and openness to
reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to work for peace in their
nations. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any way.
Reveal to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance you have prepared
for them. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection.
Deepen our care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving and sacrificial
love. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have joined
the church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us with them into your
glorious presence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.



PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you

The ministers and congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace, using

these or similar words: Peace be with you.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS
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Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
Offertory Prayer
Let us pray:
Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us
and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.



Dialogue
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. But chiefly we
are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true
Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his death has
destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and
all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

Glory to you, God from before the beginning,
God bearing from above your Word of grace,
God sending on us the Dove of peace.

Glory to you, O God!

Glory to you, O God!

You are the great | AM,

feeding your people with manna in the wilderness.
You are the Father of our beloved Jesus,

whom you gave to the world

to be the Lamb, the King of Israel, the Son of Man.
Glory to you, O God!

Glory to you, O God!

You anointed Jesus to be our messiah and teacher.

He is the bread from heaven, the fruitful vine,

the good shepherd, the gate of protection, our very Lord and God,
our way, our truth, and our resurrection to life eternal.

Glory to you, O God!

Glory to you, O God!

On the night that he washed his disciples’ feet,
he took bread, and gave thanks,

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With Lazarus we wait in our tomb,

we hear you call our name,

and we come out from our death into your life.
With Mary Magdalene we cry out,



We have seen the Lord.
We have seen the Lord.

Breathe your Spirit of power on us.

Nourish us with your living water,

and sustain us with the body and blood of your Son.

Claim us as your friends.

Birth us anew and enlighten our eyes.

Unbind us, that as your servants we may unbind one another.
Glory to you, O God!

Glory to you, O God!

Glory to you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
the Source of all, the Light of the world, the Advocate for your children.
Blessing: Blessing
and thanksgiving: Thanksgiving
and honor: Honor
and might: Might
be to you forever and ever.
Amen.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



COMMUNION
The communion follows. The bread may be broken for distribution.

As the ministers give the bread and cup to each communicant, they say these words:

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen

COMMUNION SONG
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COMMUNION HYMN

Touch That Soothes and Heals

(ACS 939)
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Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: CIVILITY, Gregg DeMey, b. 1972

Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Music © 2008 Re:Create Music, admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray:
Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations.
In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,
= bless you now and forever.

Amen.




SENDING HYMN (ELW 367) .
Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.
Music: Geistliche Kirchengesédnge, Kbdln, 1623

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

From sundaysandseasons.com.Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved.

ANNOUNCEMENT
BREAD LOAF OFFERING - MARCH- Gafkjen Endowment Fund

e Food Pantry needs, with the colder weather the need for Soup increases. While
we still need Cereal and Peanut Butter, we could also use Soup as well.

e Game Night at Grace Lutheran Church, April 21,

e Preschool Dairy Queen Fundraiser April 21, 4-8 pm.

¢ Gloria Pelfrey has moved to 4725 N State Rd 9 Columbia City IN, 46725

e Grace ladies will host Adelphi Tuesday, April 21 at 11:30.
Following the business meeting ladies from New Hope Wesleyan Church will
tell about their Clothing Closet which is a ministry of their church. There is a
brochure on our bulletin board explaining their hours. Ladies may tour their

Closet following the meeting. They are located at 418 E Chicago St.

e The Care Team will meet Tuesday, April 21 at 10:30z



Bread Loaf Offering for April- Synod Disaster Relief Fund

The Bread Loaf Offering for April will be the Synod disaster relief fund: The
funds collected will go towards helping restore the town of Lake Village Indiana.
They were hit with a tornado on March 10th that did significant damage to many
structures. There is a write up by the bread loaf offering basket that explains in
detail what the funds will be used for.. Please pray and donate to help the
families of Lake Village.

Game Night April 21

April 21 we will have a game night in the Parish Hall from 7 to 9pm. The church
will be providing decks of cards and 2 ice cream sheet cakes. You will need to
bring your drinks and some snacks to share if you would like and a game if you
desire. Come and join in some fellowship and have a great time.



Weekly Agenda at Grace Lutheran Church
Monday March 13, 2025
Helping hands 12:30 pm
Financial team 5:30 pm
Scouting America Troop 84 6:30 pm
Church council 6:30 pm
AA 7:30 pm
Tuesday March 14, 2025
T.0.P.S 9:30 am
Staff Meeting 3:40 pm
3082 6:30 pm
Sigma ETA 6:30 pm
Wednesday March 15, 2025
Men’s Breakfast 8 am
Pre-k Chapel 10:20 am
Pre-k Chapel 11 am
Food Pantry 12 pm
Pre-k Chapel 12:40 pm
Voucher 4 pm
Thursday March 16, 2026
Muffins in the morning 7:45 am
AA 7:30 pm
Al-non 7:30 pm
Friday March 17, 2026
Pastor’s Day Off
Muffins in the morning 7:45 am
Food pantry 12 pm
Saturday February 18, 2026
Sunday March 19, 2026
Worship @ Hope 8:15 am
Worship @ Grace 10:00 am
Fellowship 11:15 am

We have new sign-up sheets in the parish hall, for coffee hour. Coffee hour will
be after church service, for anyone that would like to stay.



