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Free and Safe Public Buses 

 

What is the Policy?  

Free bus usage for all residents of Springfield for a set period of time or forever 

Why support this policy? 

We support free buses because it will increase the likelihood that people will take a free 

bus versus driving their personal vehicle. 

 Equity 

o Low income people and people of color are more likely to not have a car and 

to be dependent on riding the bus.  Many people rely on PVTA as their 

primary mode of transportation to go grocery shopping, work, and doctor’s 

appointment. Roads are subsidized more than public transit.  It’s not fair. 

 GHG emissions   

o Buses are more efficient and produce less greenhouse gas emissions, 

especially electric buses. 

 Health  

o Springfield area is the Asthma Capital of the US for the second year running. 

Fewer cars and more buses mean better air quality and improved health for 

people with respiratory disease like asthma and cardiovascular disease. 

 

Where will the funding come from?  

The City Budget, the Federal Government, Grants. 

 

How do we advocate to make this happen? 

We advocate to the City Council, PVTA and the Mayor to make this change. We can also 

advocate to the Governor, Legislators and the President. 

 

What momentum is there? 

Lawrence did it and Springfield piloted this project before during COVID, with the MGM 

Shuttle and the Fare-Free Senior Ride Tuesday. 

 


