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For me, June is a happy month. The temperature 
is rising, and we start to gather more outside, 
and with Father’s Day, Grundlovsdag and Skt 
Hans, we all will have plenty of events to attend. 
I hope that each of you will have the chance to 
attend some of these events as well, while look-
ing out for your own health and wellbeing.
Some District Conventions have been scheduled, 
and I am going to the MOO (Michigan-Ohio-On-
tario) Convention in June as well. I am looking 
forward to seeing how everyone are doing, and 
hope to provide information, excitement, and 
support to the district.
	 I get a lot of questions from our member-
ship, and I recently got asked why the National 
Board come to District conventions, and what is 
the benefit of having a National Board.
	 Those are both big questions, I must ad-
mit I was a bit surprised as I felt that the benefits 
were clear. 
	 We try to visit each District, so we can 
hear what you have to say, what your needs are 
and how you possibly solved an issue. An issue 
that another lodge 2000 miles away also has, 
and maybe the same solution will work for them. 
We go to each District to meet as many of you 
as we can, to let you know that we care and that 
we want the same thing you do, for our organi-
zation to thrive.  
	 The National Board exists for you. The 
need of the members is ever changing, and the 
Board guides the organization as best we can. 
Do we sometimes miss the mark, yes, do we get 
back up and try again, you bet we do! We do it 
because we care, we all love the Danish Sister-
hood, and we want for our organization to be 
here for many years to come.
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Dear Sisters,

It's been a busy spring and early summer will be 
no different, I'm sure. 

I've been working A LOT and when I have the 
chance for a break, I've been working out in my 
garden. Since we bought our home in Novem-
ber, this is our first growing season. I've been 
enjoying discovering different plants popping up 
that were planted by the previous owners and 
finding out what spaces need some additions or 
updates. 

I've planted my vegetable garden for the year 
and some herbs and perennials as well. I'm look-
ing forward to seeing them grow and hopefully 
flourish. Both of my parents spent lots of time 
teaching me how to garden when I was young 
and I'm sure they're happy to see that the effort 
paid off! I also like to think that a little bit of my 
green thumb comes from my Danish roots, as I 
know how much the Danes enjoy their gardens. 

I hope each of you are enjoying some time in the 
great outdoors, gardening or doing other fun 
activities in your spare time. Perhaps your Lodge 
is having a picnic or social coming up? Or maybe 
even a crafting or gardening night? Be sure to 
send your stories and updates our way.

Until next time,

Lauren C. Nielsen, Editor
editor@danishsisterhood.com 

In this Issue
President’s Corner.................................................p 2 & 4
Editor’s Welcome...........................................................p 3
Officer Corner..................................................................p 4
Lodge Updates...........................................................p 5-7
Historian's Corner...................................................p 9-10
DSN through the Years......................................p 11-12
Butikken..................................................................p 13-14

Velkommen

Lauren C. Nielsen, Editor

Youth Birthdays

Names
Hazel Allan
Zoe Volious
Iris Morrison
Joslynne Christiansson
Clara Dupont

Lodge
81
102
126
165
188

Age
12
5
12
13
5

Happy June Birthday to:

On the Cover
Title: January 1966 DSN
Courtesy of: Danish Sisterhood archives, Museum of 
Danish America

This cover is from the January 1966 issue of the Danish 
Sisterhood News. It features a prominent image of the 
1966 Danish Sisterhood Supreme Officers. 

Do you have a photo that you’d like to see on the 
cover of the Danish Sisterhood News? Send in your 
submissions and yours could be featured next! 
	 Photographs must be high resolution and 
should be accompanied by a short description of the 
photo’s content. Photos from Danish events, Sis-
terhood meetings, travels around Denmark, Danish 
culture and more are all great topics. 
Send photos to: editor@danishsisterhood.com

Submit A Cover Photo
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Officer's Corner: Glenda Madrid, National Secretary
Greetings from Solvang, CA.  I was fortunate 
to be born and raised in Solvang, a Danish 
community established in 1911.  My grand-
father, Viggo Tarnow, was born in Copenha-
gen, immigrated to the US in 1914, teaching 
gymnastics at Grand View in Des Moines.  He 
also taught at UCLA, Univ of Oregon and a 
few folk schools in the Midwest.  He and my 
grandmother Cora, also a teacher, moved to 
Solvang in 1938 where they taught several 
years at Atterdag College.  My father, Jo-
hannes Jaeger, immigrated from Denmark in 
1948.  He met my mother Marie right when he 
arrived in Solvang.    
	 Part of growing up in Solvang means 
being involved and participating in the annual 
Danish Days celebration.  My first was when 
I was 7 months old, and every year since.  
(Oooh… long time)  I have a son, daughter and 
2 granddaughters, all who have been involved 
since they were very young.  Along with bak-
ing aebleskiver, participating in the parade, 
etc., we make numerous crafts for the Sister-
hood Booth.  The crafts we sell in the booth 
are our main lodge fundraiser, allowing us to 
give back to our community for scholarships 
and organizations in need.  
	 I joined the Sisterhood in 1999.  Since 
joining I’ve held several officer positions in-
cluding Vice-President and President at our 
local lodge as well as at the California Dis-
trict level, serving several terms at both.  In 
2014, I was brought onto the National Board 
as their Secretary.  I’ve thoroughly enjoyed 
being involved at the national level with the 

opportunity to meet, and be in touch with, 
members from across the country, particularly 
in-person at the District and National Conven-
tions.  	
	 My primary role as Secretary is to keep 
our database accurate and up-to-date.  I ac-
count for all the activity of our lodges and their 
members, which generally entails any member 
data changes, recording and processing death 
benefits, beneficiary changes, new members, 
etc.  I take and maintain the minutes from our 
various board meetings.  Annually, a series of 
reports are sent to the lodge secretaries and 
treasurers which includes the membership 
dues and assessments and a verification of 
each member’s information.  With the upcom-
ing National Convention, you will be hearing 
from me more often in preparation.   I look 
forward to seeing you at Convention!  
	 Please reach out if you have any ques-
tions.  secretary@danishsisterhood.com  or 
805-448-7631  (please leave a message if I’m 
not able to answer)

	 The National Board members are elect-
ed every 4 years by a representative from each 
lodge. It is up to you to select a person from your 
lodge, not only to vote on issues, but also possi-
bly to step up and become a part of the National 
Board and help shape the future for the Danish 
Sisterhood.

	 In the July and August newsletter issues 
we will list the job descriptions for all the posi-
tions, but as always feel free to contact anyone 
on the Board with any questions you may have.

Sisterly Regards,

Christina Sallee, DSS National President

continued from page 2
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	 On Saturday, May 14th, Chicago’s Dagmar 
Lodge #4, Milwaukee’s Dronning Margrethe Lodge 
#15, and Kenosha’s Katherine Lodge #20 gathered 
in Racine, Wisconsin at Lutheran Church of the 
Resurrection for their 65th Annual Midwest District 
Convention. After a 3-year hiatus from in person 
events, it was truly a joy to be able to gather togeth-
er once again. The convention began with a board 
meeting called to order shortly after 12:30pm in 
which the board held a memorial honoring all of our 
sisters who were lost in the last 2 years, nomina-
tions for the next board, review of the district by-
laws, and much more. We had the pleasure of host-
ing National Trustee Nealna Gylling who brought 
greetings from the National Board and an update on 
their plans for the National Convention.  
	 After the conclusion of the board meeting, 
we held a social hour and reception in which 34 
sisters and some significant others attended. Food 
was catered by Brossman’s Catering in Caledonia 
and included beef tenderloin tips with mushrooms, 
stuffed pork chops, baked chicken, and all the sides. 
Kransekage was provided by Anna Nielsen, and 
cheesecake, kringle, and cookies were also served. 
	 Following dinner, the induction of the newly 
elected Midwest District Board was conducted by 
Neala Gylling. Congratulations goes out to Mar-
cia Blackman-Past President (Lodge 15), Anna 
Nielsen-President (Lodge 20), Marge Orth-Vice 
President (Lodge 20), Karen Vig-Keathley-Secre-
tary/Treasurer (Lodge 4), Christine Lundsberg-Gei-
ger-1st Trustee (Lodge 4), Amy Thomas-2nd Trust-
ee (Lodge 15), and Misty Christensen-3rd Trustee 
(Lodge 15).  
	 Cheyenne Jansdatter, the archives manager 

65th Annual Midwest District Convention Recap

and outreach associate for the Museum of Danish 
America was our guest speaker for the evening. She 
discussed the Danish Sisterhood Archives and her 
ongoing work to document and preserve all of our 
artifacts. Her attendance at the convention allowed 
us to send valuable artifacts from both the former 
Racine Victoria Lodge #5 and the Kenosha Kather-
ine Lodge #20 back to the Archives for preservation. 
She went into great detail on her organizational 
methods and classifications of our artifacts, how to 
handle delicate photos, and what is most useful in 
telling the story of our sisterhood history.  
 	 A huge thank you goes out to the Midwest 
planning committee for their hard work to find a 
venue and caterer after much turmoil with the pan-
demic. Lisa Rasmussen-Zanin, Elizabeth Steffensen, 
Anna Nielsen, and Misty Christensen did an excel-
lent job in planning and organizing a flawless con-
vention.  

Submitted By: 

Anna Nielsen 
Midwest District President 
Katherine Lodge #20 
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Membership Expansion
LODGE
102
102
102
102
102
102
126
177
177
78
300

NEW MEMBER
Cheyenne Jansdatter
Joan Shaffer
Mary Benetti
Barbara Rinell
Kim Anderson
Kenneth Paulson
Savannah Chilton
Karen Haugse
Melissa Bates
Mark Dore
Jacob Tempel

SPONSOR
Carol Rudisill
Carol Rudisill
Marilyn Kramme
Carol Rudisill
Carol Rudisill
Sue Fisher
Elaine Fauser
Marie Jaeger
Marie Jager
Marilyn Dore
Martha Smith

Welcome 
New Members!

	 Our Smorgasbord Comes Alive in Media, PA at the home of Annette Olesen. After many de-
lays due to CoVid we were finally able to get together. Plenty of conversation around the table was 
enjoyed by all of us. Seeing familiar faces and sisters we had not seen in a while, made the afternoon 
extra special. It was a fun filled afternoon! Thank you so much Annette for hosting all of us!!  
	 Our next meeting will be at Kim Palagruto home in Chadds Ford, PA 

Princess Marie Lodge #86 Update from Philadelphia, PA
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Sunshine Lodge #181 of Holiday, Florida has 
held its recent meetings at the Dolly Bay Condo-
miniums which is where Lucie Winchell resides.  
The club house is situated next to a cozy inlet 
from beautiful Tarpon Lake.
	 Canoes and kayaks line the shore with a 
small pond opposite the walkway.  As we walk 
by, we remind each other that it is mating season 
for alligators and they are known to cross from 
the inlet to the pond.  So we are alert and
keep our eyes on the path ahead.  Once inside 
the atmosphere is private and cozy and we feel a 
genuine sense of Danish hygge as our conversa-
tions bring us together.
	 We are doing our best to bring Danish his-
tory, customs, foods, and humor into our get-to-
gethers.
	 Hedvig has presented a program on Dan-
ish costumes, making them available to sisters 
who want them.  She has taught us Danish Folk 
Dances and songs.  She will be teaching Danish 
language lessons when she returns to Florida 
later in the year.  

	 It's amazing how time flies.  Anni Cal-
laghan brought items she'd made as a child in 
elementary school in Denmark.
	 She stressed that that was 70 years ago 
and that the schools of today will be very differ-
ent.  She showed handicrafts she'd made at the 
age of 7-10. All done by hand. She also brought 
nipsenaale and honseringe, and showed how 
games were played with them.  Most of these 
were new to the sisters.  Anni will get copies of 
the booklet "Delectably Danish" for the sisters.  
It's a fantastic source of information on all things 
Danish.  It also includes recipes.
	 So we are trying to bring as much "Dan-
ish" into our meetings as possible and everyone 
seems to enjoy this and ask for more.
	 We'll be off for the summer (June, July 
and August) and will meet again Sept. 11 at the 
beautiful place by the lake! 

Anni Callaghan
President and Co-Secretary
Sunshine Lodge #181

Updates from Lodge #181, Holiday, FL

In Memoriam
NAME	                 Cert #    Lodge #  Location             Birth Date   Birth Place              Initiated      Died       Benefit

Shirley Utzman	      1281       186        Brainerd, MN         3.25.31	        Taylors Falls, MN	   8.1.04	         8.2021	    -0-
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	 Sister Karen Sleichter, a member of Prin-
cess Marie Lodge # 69, traveled to Aalborg, 
Denmark to attend the baptism of her grandson 
Connor Thomas Sleichter.  She brought with her 
a very special christening gown.  The gown was 
made by her great-grandmother, who at that 
time resided in Copenhagen, Denmark.  It was 
sent to Minneapolis, MN., where her grandmother 
lived.  It was worn for the first time in 1908, for 
the baptism of her maternal aunt.  Three years 
later in 1911, her mother, Alice Hagner wore the 
gown for her christening. 
	 Mrs. Helga Budtz, Karen’s grandma de-
signed and handmade another undergarment, 
which was worn under the christening gown.  
Thus far, thirteen members of the family have 

been christened in this gown, beginning in 1908, 
and ending with Connor’s 2021 baptism. 
	 As a special project, Sister Karen embroi-
dered the undergarment with the thirteen names 
of all the family members, who have been chris-
tened in it.  It is tradition to attach a pink ribbon 
for a girl’s baptism and a blue ribbon for a boy.  In 
addition, it is said that it is good luck for the baby 
to sleep in the gown following the baptism. 
	 Karen’s grandmother and mother were 
both presidents of Princess Marie # 69 and were 
long-active in the Lodge and the Danish com-
munity.  They would be honored that this Danish 
tradition has been carried on for so long and the 
gown has been preserved for 114 years! 

A member shares a special family heirloom
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	 Many of us are aware of the Rebild Fes-
tival (Danish: Rebildfesten), or Rebild Celebra-
tions, is an annual celebration in Denmark of the 
American Independence Day Holiday. I located 
an article which speaks very well to the heart, 
meaning and sentiment behind this long-stand-
ing tradition!
	 The article "Rebild" from Scandinavia 
Past and Present: Five Modern Democracies. 
Published by editor Edvard Henriksen, Arnkrone 
Andelsbogtrykkebiet, Odense, Denmark, 1959.
	 "Sooner or later there comes to the immi-
grant American a longing to see his homeland 
again, to visit the relatives and friends, and to live 
over again the days of childhood, where he took 
his first faltering steps. But it is unique that this 
nostalgic trend, this longing, materializes into ac-
quiring a piece of land in the old country, where 
the immigrant may celebrate the festivals of his 
homeland. 
	 That is what happened when a Dan-
ish-born American, the late Dr. Max Henius of 
Chicago, followed the inspiration of Iver Kirke-
gaard of Racine, Wisconsin, who organized the 
first 
mass-meeting of Danish-born Americans on 
Danish soil in Aarhus in 1909. Dr. Henius, born 
and bred in Aalborg, Denmark, realized that in 
order to preserve and strengthen the ties be-
tween the United States and Denmark, it would 
be an invaluable asset to acquire land in Den-
mark, where the glorious Fourth of July, 1776, 
could be celebrated in a way and under auspices 
befitting this greatest of all American holidays. 
	 This special site should not only be of 
proper proportions but should at the same time 
remind the immigrant American and the Dane of 
the poor and barren country from where the first 
emigrants headed for the new country beyond 
the sea. 
	 About twenty miles due south of the 
harbor city of Aalborg, in the northern part of 
the peninsula of Jutland, several hundred acres 

Rebild--the Danish American Friendship Tradition
by Donna Christensen Thomas, National DSS Historian

Historian’s Corner

of heather-clad hills were bought and later on 
deeded to Denmark, with the clause that this 
tract of land should for ever and ever remain as 
it was when bought-- a hilly, barren and heath-
er-clad piece of countryside. On this spot, in 
the National Park, only Danish-born Americans 
should be allowed to celebrate the Fourth of July 
and other American holidays. On all other days 
the year around, the Park should be open and 
free to everyone. 
	 In 1912, the first celebration took place 
in the Park, which in the course of time became 
known as the Rebild National Park. Here, where 
nature has formed a wonderful amphitheater, the 
celebrations have taken place every year, except 
during World War I and II, in which latter period 
Denmark was overrun by the Nazi troops and 
occupied for five long and suffering years. 
	 But on the Fourth of July, 1945, barely two 
months after the liberation, handicapped by lack 
of fuel and gasoline, many thousands of Danes 
on bicycles, horse and wagons, or simply on foot 
headed for the famous hills to tie up the broken 
chain of yearly celebrations on the Fourth of July.
	 In memory of the great American Abra-
ham Lincoln, a fund was collected to erect here in 
the hills a replica of his home, a typical log cabin. 
From all over the Union, timber was selected and 
shipped to Denmark; and the visitor in the Park 
may today pay homage to one of the world's 
greatest humanists. A wide-ranging collection 
reminds the immigrant American of earlier days 
and of famous countrymen, but also of the first 
settlers in America, the Indians. 
	 It is my sincere hope that in years to come, 
representatives of the United States of American 
and Denmark --  Americans, Danish-born Ameri-
cans, and Danes --- may meet among the hills of 
Rebild and there in union pledge present and fu-
ture generations to work for the universal right of 
all nations to think, believe, and speak in freedom 
and peace. "
	 The peak attendance at the Rebild Nation-
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al Park in northern Jutland was in 1948 with an 
estimated 50,000 people enjoying the 200 acres 
located within Denmark's largest forest, Rold 
Forest, in (Danish Rold Skov). Every year they 
feature noteworthy speakers. 

   You can follow the Facebook page of the Rebild 
National Park Society or their society's website 
among other sources of information. There are 
also Rebild Chapters in the USA which may be of 
interest. 

Historian’s Corner (cont.)

Word Match   
Draw a line from the Danish word to the English translation.

Kringle		           Kringle

Ris a La Mande		  Meatloaf

Pebernodder		             Potatoes

Lagkage			      Rye Bread

Koldt Smor		                      Sugar Cookies

Sild			                    Butter Horns

Forloren Hare		         Red Cabbage

Rodkal			     Peppernuts

Smorhorn		               Cold Butter

Sukkerkager		               Layer Cake

Fisk			          Herring

Rugbrod		                                       Rice Pudding & Almonds

Kartofler		  Fish

ANSWERS
Kringle = Kringle, Ris a La Mande = Rice Pudding & Almonds, Pebbernodder = Peppernuts, Lagkage = Layer Cake, Koldt Smor = Cold 
Butter, Sild = Herring, Forloren Hare = Meatloaf, Rodkal = Red Cabbage, Smorhorn = Butter Horns, Sukkerkager = Sugar Cookies, Fisk 
= Fish, Rugbrod = Rye Bread, Kartofler = Potatoes

Find @danishsisterhood on Instagram!
Join the Danish Sisterhood community, now on Instagram! 

We'll be sharing photos from Denmark, Lodge gatherings & 
events, educational graphics, latest DSS news and so 
much more!
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The DSN Over the Years

JULY 
1985

OCT 
1991

APRIL 
1991

MAR
1991
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JAN
1983

DEC
1982

SEPT
1983
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1. Hygge T-Shirt • Red with white print • Sizes: M, L, XL,  XXL • Price: $20
2. Black Baseball Cap with Logo in Satin Stitch 
    Embroidery • Price: $20
3. Black Baseball Cap with Logo in Sequins • Price: $20
4. Oven Mitt & Potholder Set • Danish Flag Pattern • Price: $20
5. Get  Your FRIK On! T-shirt • Red with white print • 
     Sizes: M, L, XL, XXL • Price: $20
6. Wine Bottle Opener • Black & red • Price: $5 
7. Danish Flag Coasters • Set of 4 • Price: $15
8. Aebleskiver Apron • Red • Price: $20
9. Puffy Vest • Cobalt with Sisterhood Logo • Sizes L, XL, XXL • Price: $50

DanishSisterhood.com
Danish Sisterhood Butikken

To order contact: Linda Holz
Email: trustee1@danishsisterhood.com    Phone: 515.225.0951

4400 EP True Pkwy, Unit 47     West Des Moines , IA 50265-5615
Note: Prices do not include shipping and handling.

1. 2. 3. 4. 

5. 
7. 

8. 6.

9.
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Text

Resolution: 

To order contact: Linda Holz
Email: trustee1@danishsisterhood.com    Phone: 515.225.0951

4400 EP True Pkwy, Unit 47     West Des Moines , IA 50265-5615
Note: Prices do not include shipping and handling.

DanishSisterhood.com
Danish Sisterhood Butikken

10. Sisterhood Heart Makeup Compact • Magnifying & regular mirrors • Price: $5
11. Daisy Earrings • Price: $10
12. Coral Pendant with Silver Filigree • Red and silver necklace pendant • Price: $45
13. DSS Fleece Jacket • Available in red & black • Price: $37.50
14. Denmark Flag Enamel Earrings • Pierced • Price: $10/pair
15. Red Ball Point Pen • With Sisterhood web address • Price: $5
16. Onesie • Red with white print • Sizes: 6 mo, 12 mo, 18 mo • Price: $15
17. Set of 5 Notecards • Includes envelopes • $12/set
18. Heart Scarf • Available in red & white • Price: $15

13.
14.

18.

10.

11.

12.

15.

16. 17.
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Address Changes
If you have moved please use this form to 
notify the Danish Sisterhood of America.

Clip and mail to:

Danish Sisterhood News
National Secretary: Glenda Madrid
1557 Oak St.
Solvang, CA 93463

I belong to Lodge #:
Name:
New Address:

City:				    State:
Zip Code:

The Danish Sisterhood has a new and very special 
member status, the DSS Angels. This status belongs 
to those members that wish to gift their funeral benefit 
back to the Sisterhood. We have had some members 
in the past make the Sisterhood their beneficiary. We 
believe this is a generous and significant gift, and wish 
to honor them while we can, keeping a list of our current 
“Angels” posted. A couple of options are available:

• A change of beneficiary to: Danish Sisterhood of 
America or,
• A change of beneficiary to one of the national schol-
arship funds. Be specific, ie: Betty Hansen Scholarship, 
Past National Officers, Camp Grant, etc. 

If you wish to change your status, please contact your 
lodge or the National Secretary for a Beneficiary Change 
Form. Your benefit does not need to be fully paid yet, 
and you'd be expected to maintain your payments, as 
the Sisterhood will not receive the benefit until your 
passing. Those that do not have a funeral benefit as part 
of your membership category can participate by donat-
ing $1,000 to the Danish Sisterhood of America.  
	 On behalf of our entire membership, we wish to 
thank and honor as our first Angels:

DSS Angel 
Member Status

Lodge #

166
168
126
188
75
22
15

12
177
125
171
102
149
187

177
81
81
165
90

Name

Viola Wilson
Joann Scott
Dorothy Petersen
Karin Plagens
Sandra Nelson
Carole Hodges
Andrea Sue 
   Welling Leih
Elizabeth Haar
Glenda Madrid
Nancy J. Mayland
Johanne Gade
Diann Weinman
Carol Smith
Meredith 
     Sorensen
Marie Jaeger
Christina Sallee
Melissa Sallee
Marie Fairbanks
Constance 
     Schneider

Lodge #

102
15
125
177
15
166
126
15
142
165
177
86
15
15
90
177
185

Name

Susan R. Fisher
Lou Ann Jensen
Hanne Skaarup
Else Lassiter
Pamela H. Ruben
Carolyn Sias
Ruth M. Brigden
Kristine Huss
Seena Drapala
Margaret Wetzel
Verina Farrell
Lorraine Buchanan
Janice L. Schneider
Debra Spotz
Vicki Bousquet
Marianne Larsen
Bente Bob

Submissions should be received by the 
Editor by the 1st of the month previous to 
the month published.
Please submit captions for pictures, including 
names of people in the picture.
Text for submissions should be less than 600 
words (one typed page).
Mail or electronic submissions are welcomed
Please proofread for clarity, spelling 
and grammar before sending in your 
submissions.

Submissions Guidelines

LODGE
15
20
300
300
300

NEW MEMBER
Gwenn Hansen
Jamie Mattek
Mona Mordoff
Richard Mordoff
Janet Copeland

SPONSOR
Marcia Jante
Karen Vig-Keathley
Martha Smith
Martha Smith
National

Membership 
Expansion
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