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DASA acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands on which
we work and operate, the Arrernte People of Central Australia and

the Anindilyakwa People of Groote Eylandt. 

We are honoured and privileged to work within these communities
and to learn from their rich cultures, histories, and enduring

connection to Country. 

We pay our respects to Elders past and present, and recognise the
important role of emerging and future leaders in carrying forward
culture, knowledge, and community strength for generations to

come.
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OUR MISSION
Healthy, safe and supported communities without

the harmful effects of substance use.

OUR MISSION
DASA walks beside people to help them reduce the harmful

effects of alcohol and other drug use. We do this by providing
care, support, education and accommodation through a

Therapeutic Community model using a non-judgemental and
client-centered approach. 
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Integrity

Our actions and decisions are guided by honesty, transparency,
and a commitment to ethical practices. We strive to build trust
with our clients, partners, and the community through consistent
and principled behaviour. 

Diversity
We embrace and acknowledge the unique backgrounds,
perspectives, and experiences of our clients, staff and partners.
Our inclusive approach ensures that everyone feels respected
and valued, advancing a rich and dynamic environment.

Compassion
We provide empathetic and respectful care, recognising the
unique struggles of each individual seeking support. Our
dedicated team listens and responds with understanding,
offering a safe space for healing, recovery and accountability.

Community
We engage with the communities in which we work to build
strong and supportive relationships that reflect community
needs and create greater connection. We use a ‘community’
approach in all the work we do.

Collaboration
We work closely with community organisations and partners to
foster a supportive network of care for our clients. By sharing
resources and expertise, we enhance our collective impact and
achieve better outcomes.

Innovation
We embrace new approaches and evidence-based practices to
enhance the effectiveness of our programs. Continuous
improvement and creative solutions are at the heart of our efforts
to achieve the best possible results for clients and our
organisation. 

OUR VALUES AND
GUIDING PRINCIPLES
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A Letter From
the Chair
Another big year has come to an end, and once again I
am incredibly proud of the resilience, commitment and
determination demonstrated across DASA.

This year has been an unprecedented one, with DASA
responding to the significant challenges created by fire,
floods and cyclones, often with multiple events occurring
at the same time. These circumstances placed
considerable pressure on our organisation, our programs
and, most importantly, our staff and the people we
support.

Dan Ward
Chair

Despite these challenges, DASA demonstrated remarkable resilience and adaptability. A
number of our services and programs were required to relocate, including to temporary
venues, and our teams worked tirelessly to ensure that service delivery could continue
wherever possible. These circumstances required innovative thinking, flexibility and a
willingness to adapt, and our staff consistently rose to the challenge.

A key strength throughout these events has been DASA’s strong relationships with our
community, government agencies and other service providers. 

The support we received from across the Territory was exceptional and played an
important role in helping DASA respond to these challenges. On behalf of the Board, I
would like to sincerely thank all of our government and community partners, organisations
and individuals who supported DASA throughout this difficult period. We could not have
done it without you.

I would also like to extend a massive thank you to the DASA Executive Team, our
managers, our teams on the ground and every member of staff who went above and
beyond throughout the year. Your dedication, professionalism and willingness to find
innovative solutions made a significant difference. The Board recognises the enormous
effort that has gone into maintaining our services and supporting our communities during
what has been an exceptionally challenging year.

While the year presented significant challenges, it has also created opportunities for
growth and change. We have seen the implementation of new programs and continued
expansion of DASA’s footprint across the Territory. These developments demonstrate our
commitment to finding new and innovative ways to respond to the needs of the
communities we serve.



As we look towards the year ahead, the Board remains committed to supporting the
continued growth, development and innovation of DASA. We will continue to explore
new opportunities, strengthen our existing services and look at ways we can further
expand our reach and impact across the Territory.

Finally, on behalf of the DASA Board, I would like to once again thank all of our staff,
management, community partners, government partners, supporters and, most
importantly, the people who use our services.

Thank you for your dedication, resilience and commitment throughout another very big
year for DASA.

It is a privilege to be part of an organisation that continues to demonstrate such
strength, compassion and determination in the face of adversity.
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A Letter From
the CEO

Eloise Cole
CEO

I am pleased to present the DASA Annual Report
2025-2026, highlighting the organisation's
achievements, challenges, and resilient efforts over
the past year. DASA has remained steadfast in its
commitment to reducing the harms associated with
alcohol and other drug use across Central Australia
and beyond. 

This year has been one of the most challenging in DASA's recent history, with natural
disasters creating disruption on a scale few could have anticipated.

The DASA Board of Directors welcomed a new member following the retirement of long-
serving Director Phil Walcott. Former DASA staff member Aamir Tanweer joined the Board
at the last Annual General Meeting, bringing valuable experience and insight to the
organisation. Under the leadership of Chairperson Dan Ward, the Board has had a
productive year, driving improvements in risk management, executive performance, and
organisational development to ensure DASA continues to meet the evolving needs of our
communities.

A key achievement during the financial year was the completion of the Models of Care for
both the Methamphetamine Outreach Program and the Anindilyakwa Healing Centre.
These evidence-informed documents provide clear roadmaps for service delivery and
represent another significant step towards strengthening organisational systems and
evidence-based practice, rather than relying on individual corporate knowledge. By this
time next year, we anticipate completing the full suite of Models of Care, with Aranda
House and Aboriginal Outreach joining the growing Model of Care library.

In August 2026, DASA's Alternative to Custody Program was honoured to receive an
unsolicited nomination for the John Augustus Award at the Probation and Community
Corrections Officers' Association (PACCOA) Conference. To our absolute delight, the
program was announced as the recipient of the award. John Augustus, often referred to as
the "Father of Probation", was a Boston bootmaker whose pioneering advocacy for
offenders helped establish modern probation practices and the pre-sentence investigation
process. Presented at each PACCOA Conference, the John Augustus Award recognises
outstanding contributions to community corrections and is not limited to association
members. It was a privilege to accept this award on behalf of the Alternative to Custody
staff and residents.



DASA was also well represented at the Association of Alcohol and Other Drug Agencies
Northern Territory (AADANT) Awards in June 2026. Beatrice Villadelrey was recognised as
the NT AOD Worker of the Year (Alice Springs), Kristy Ryan was named runner-up for the
Carole Taylor Advocacy Award, and Leanne Maloney received the Frontline and
Administration Support Award. These achievements reflect the skill, dedication, and
professionalism that our staff bring to their work every day.
Early in 2026, the Anindilyakwa Healing Centre was impacted by a major cyclone,
resulting in the evacuation of the facility for a significant period while recovery efforts
were coordinated. Thanks to the support of the Anindilyakwa Land Council and the
Anindilyakwa Rangers, the team was able to regain access and resume the important work
of the centre. We have also used the experience to strengthen our planning and
preparedness for future natural disasters. Given the remote location of the healing centre,
the risk of future cyclone, flood, and fire events remains significant.

As challenging as the cyclone response was, it was overshadowed by the devastating
flood event that struck Alice Springs without warning in February 2026. Aranda House,
DASA's Therapeutic Community facility, sustained severe damage, resulting in the
complete loss of use of the site. Residents and staff were temporarily relocated to the
CAAAPU facility, and I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the CAAAPU Board
and CEO, Demian Coates, for their generosity in allowing us to utilise their facilities to
maintain operations.

Since then, we have repurposed our former Head Office into a new interim Aranda House
Therapeutic Community. DASA's administrative operations have relocated to Leichhardt
Terrace, and we have worked closely with the Northern Territory Department of Health to
secure the future of Aranda House. This has also involved extensive discussions with
Federal Government ministers, and I remain committed to securing the significant
investment required to ensure the long-term sustainability of Aranda House and DASA's
broader service portfolio.

In June 2026, DASA achieved one of the key objectives of its current Strategic Plan with
the commencement of the pilot Restorative Day Program. The program supports men
experiencing alcohol and other drug concerns who are unable to attend residential
treatment or who require treatment-readiness support prior to entering a residential
service. Delivered through the Therapeutic Community model, the program focuses on
client-led topic selection, shared responsibility, peer support, and personal growth.

Later that month, DASA was invited by the Northern Territory Department of Health to
deliver the East Arnhem Remote Restorative Day Program across Groote Eylandt, Elcho
Island, and Milingimbi. With the support and endorsement of local Aboriginal
organisations, DASA accepted this opportunity and looks forward to delivering alcohol
and other drug support services in partnership with these communities.

Above all else, I am most proud of the DASA team. This year has tested us in ways few
could have anticipated, yet our staff have remained responsive, adaptable, and committed
to the people and communities we serve. Together, we have launched two new programs,
responded effectively to significant challenges, and maintained the strong relationships
we enjoy with funders, stakeholders, community partners, and clients.

As CEO, I am fortunate to work alongside an exceptionally dedicated Board of Directors, a
highly experienced and committed Senior Leadership Team, and a talented group of
administrative professionals who keep the organisation operating effectively every day. I
recognise that not every CEO is so fortunate, and I never take this support for granted.

I would also like to acknowledge and thank our key funders: the Northern Territory
Department of Health, the National Indigenous Australians Agency, the Northern Territory
Primary Health Network, and the Northern Territory Department of the Attorney-General
and Justice. Their flexible and responsive support enables DASA to provide the services
our communities need when they need them most.
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Finally, I thank every member of the DASA team across all areas of the organisation. Our
staff in client-facing roles are at the heart of everything we do, delivering extraordinary
care and support to some of the most vulnerable people in our communities. DASA's
successes are a direct reflection of your commitment, compassion, and professionalism.

Thank you for all that you do.
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Ordinary Member
Jordan Lockerbie

Ordinary Member
JP Glavimans

Ordinary Member
Matt Stevenson

Ordinary Member
Allan Murphy

Ordinary Member
Dy Kelaart

Chairperson
Dan Ward

Company
Secretary
Lukas Blom

Public Officer
Eloise Cole

Ordinary Member
Amir Tanweer
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OUR BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
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SENIOR MANAGEMENT

CEO
Eloise Cole

Deputy CEO
Jocelyn Dhu

Executive Manager
Gavin Connaughton

Acting Operations
Manager
Joel Pillay

AHTC Acting Service
Manager
Amanda Houston

ATC Service Manager
Fiona Mason

Therapeutic Lead
Beatrice Villadelrey

Quality and
Compliance
Manager
Kristy Ryan



ACCREDITATIONS
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KEY PARTNERSHIPS
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OUR FUNDING BODIES



A Year In Review
Your ultimate trip back in time

WWW.DASA.ORG.AU
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Team Building Day - Alice Springs
DASA held its annual team building event on Monday 7 July, bringing the motley crew Alice
Springs team together for a fantastic day of fun, connection, and collaboration. 

The day featured a mix of activities, including a scavenger hunt, an engaging group
facilitation session with John McBryde, and an amazing lunch that kept everyone fuelled
for the afternoon. To top it all off, the team enjoyed the fabulous movie Tina. It was an
emotional rollercoaster that definitely lived up to the hype. A solid 10/10 recommendation,
but be sure to bring plenty of tissues!
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JULY 2025
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Matthew Bretag, Narrelle Marchesi and
Beatrice Villadelrey recently attended the
Culturally Informed Trauma Integrated Healing
Approach Training in the Northern Rivers
region.

The training provided valuable insights into
culturally informed and trauma-responsive
approaches, strengthening participants'
knowledge and skills to better support
individuals, families and communities. 

It was a fantastic opportunity to learn
alongside other professionals, share
experiences, and explore practical strategies
that can be applied in our work.

We Al-li Conference



NAIDOC Ball
Several members of the DASA team scrubbed up exceptionally well as they proudly
represented DASA at this year's NAIDOC Ball. 

The evening was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
cultures, achievements, and contributions, while connecting with the broader community.
The team enjoyed a fantastic night of celebration, great company, and memorable
moments. 

We think you'll agree that the DASA crew looked pretty sharp for the occasion!

DASA's Board of Directors recently came together
for a Risk Workshop, with some Directors attending
in person and others joining online. Facilitated by
John McBryde and Joanna Henryks, the workshop
focused on identifying and discussing DASA's most
significant strategic risks.

The session generated robust and constructive
discussion, providing an opportunity for the Board
to consider how best to manage key organisational
risks at a strategic level. It was a valuable and
productive workshop that will help support DASA's
ongoing strength and sustainability.

DASA Director Risk Workshop
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Gavin made the move back to WA to be closer to family and
spend more time with his grannies. While no longer see him
around the office every day, we're pleased that he is will
continuing his work with DASA - just in a remote capacity.

We'll miss the daily laughs, chats and having Gav around the
team, but we're glad this is not goodbye. We know he'll be
checking in regularly, joining us on Teams, and making the
occasional visit back to Alice Springs. Wishing you all the
best for this next chapter, Gav, and thank you for everything
you continue to bring to DASA.

Catch’cha Gavin



Aranda House - Volunteering in the community
The Aranda House team showed great community spirit throughout August, volunteering
at both the Henley on Todd and Old Timers Fete events. Beatrice has been working closely
with several local community groups to create meaningful community engagement
opportunities for residents, helping strengthen connections and participation. By all
accounts, everyone had a fantastic time while giving back to the community.

Well done to everyone involved for representing Aranda House so positively and
contributing to the local community.
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Several staff and residents completed First Aid training together, enjoying a day filled with
teamwork, learning, and plenty of laughs while building valuable skills and confidence.

Keeping the momentum going, staff also participated in 4WD training. Given the realities
of remote travel, including sand, water crossings, and the occasional bogging, the practical
training was both relevant and worthwhile. 

Groote - 4WD and First Aid Training



DASA has a series of values, one of
those is DIVERSITY. Rainbow
symbols in the workplace signal
inclusion, safety and a welcoming
environment. 

The presence of rainbows in a
workplace can support LGBTQIA+
people feel more comfortable being
themselves. Rainbow symbols
encourage openness, show our
LGBTQIA+ peers that we are here to
welcome, support and guide them. 

The DASA Rainbow Staircase is a
reminder that everyone is welcome!

Head Office Rainbow Stairs

DASA |  Annual Report - 2025/2026
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Executives from the NT Department of Attorney General visit the ATC this week. They were
happy to meet the ladies and see how the program works.

NT Department of Attorney General visit to ATC

The John Augustus Award

ATC was honoured with the John Augustus Award at
the Probation and Community Corrections Officers
Association Awards in August. Congratulations to the
ATC team on this well-deserved recognition, following
a nomination from an external stakeholder and the
award presentation at the Association Conference
Awards Dinner.

John Augustus was a boot maker in Boston, USA, and
is called ‘the Father of Probation’ because of his
pioneering efforts in advocating for convicted criminals
based on their backgrounds. Augustus’ efforts are
credited with the establishment of the pre-sentence
investigation.



The Start of the Natural Disasters for the year - Fire on Groote
The team on Groote had to evacuate all staff and residents from the facility due to
approaching bushfire. Gavin even put on his firefighter hat (twice) to do some back
burning to protect our buildings and then to assist with putting out a fire approaching the
Groote Eylandt Lodge in Alyangula. 

The buildings were still standing yesterday morning when Sailosi and Darren got to the site,
and Kornya the dog was also safe. We couldn’t move back to the site until the following
day, due to the smoke all over the Eylandt, but we were all grateful there was a place to go
back to! 

Jos had the unique opportunity to deliver an AOD
education session with a group of women participating
in the Groote Eylandt and Bickerton Island CDP.

Jos is such an amazing facilitator - her engaging and
infectious enthusiasm brought the session to life with
plenty of interaction, discussion, and practical activities.

The beer goggles were a big hit, giving participants the
chance to experience firsthand just how much alcohol
can affect vision, coordination, and reaction times. There
were plenty of laughs, a few wobbly walks, and some
valuable lightbulb moments along the way.

Remote Education - Groote
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Photos from the Month of September 2025

Chris Mason who works for The Glen Rehab in
New South Wales, popped in for a visit whilst he
was in town.

Chris was interested in meeting the DASA Team
and learning more about the work we do. He is
also writing a book about his lived experience
which we will be sure to purchase some copies of
when it releases.

One of our ATC residents and her little
sidekick enjoyed some fun at the
Movement Matters program, making
the most of the ball pit and all the
excitement it had to offer.

And just look at that smile! Moments
like these remind us how important it
is to create opportunities for play,
connection, and joy for both parents
and their little ones. ❤️

Aranda House Mob celebrated Graduations and attended to chores around the facility!

ATC ladies celebrated some key milestones as well - birthday, learner's permit and sobriety.
Awesome work ladies.



After a decade of dedicated service, Phil Walcott concluded
his role as a DASA Board Member at the 2025 AGM.
Throughout his time on the Board, Phil demonstrated a deep
commitment to DASA’s mission and made a lasting
contribution to the organisation.

While Phil is stepping down to focus on his health and
wellbeing, his passion for the work of DASA and the people 

Farewell Phil Walcott

it supports has left a significant impact. We sincerely thank Phil for his outstanding service,
leadership, and unwavering support over the past ten years, and wish him all the very best
for the future.

2025 Annual General Meeting
DASA held their 2025 AGM where we said our final goodbyes to retiring CFO Russell
Raggatt, welcomed back past staff member Amir Tanweer as a Board Member and passed
the Annual Report and audited financials.

Board Members Matt Stevenson and Allan Murphy came up for the meeting and as Chair
Dan Ward was away on leave, Matt stepped in as Acting Chairperson to conduct the
meeting and formalities.
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OCTOBER 2025
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DASA Excellence
Jocelyn and Eloise attended the NTPHN
Health Professional of The Year Awards. 

DASA was a finalist in the Health Care
Service of the Year Award, and the
Methamphetamine Outreach Team were
nominated for the Health Care Team of the
Year Award. 

We didn't take home the big prize but DASA finishing up second to Ramingining Health
Clinic is a massive achievement for everyone at DASA. Thank you all for the work that you
do and CONGRATULATIONS on being runners up!



co
mp

as
sio

n 
> c

om
mu

ni
t}

 > 
co

ll
ab

or
at

io
n 

> i
nn

ov
at

io
n 

> i
nt

eg
ri

t}
 > 

di
ve

rs
it}

DASA |  Annual Report - 2025/2026

October on Groote
The Groote team had an exceptionally busy October, with several significant events taking
place across the month. Dr Amanda from 360Edge visited to commence the Model of Care
pre-work, ABC Stateline featured the team in a special story, and the Northern Territory
Attorney-General also paid a visit. To top it all off, the team's Team Building Day, facilitated
by John McBryde, was a great success.

With so much happening, Gav flew in to lend a hand on Groote. Hi Gav, you can never hide
from us! Aqa, Dan, Sen, Sam and Akesa also travelled up to support the team in various
capacities.

Photos from the Month of October 2025

Aranda residents had a group session out at the
Telegraph Station. 

The ladies from Alternative to Custody
had a pampering day at CDU! Looking
good ladies and as Joel would say......
SLAY QUEENS!
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NOVEMBER 2025
APSAD Annual Scientific Alcohol and Other Drugs Conference 
Our team travelled to Sydney to attend the Annual Scientific Alcohol and Other Drugs
Conference (APSAD) - one of the leading AOD events in Australia and the wider Asia–
Pacific region.

The team soaked up a huge amount of new and emerging research in the AOD space. A
strong theme throughout the conference focused on Indigenous experiences of AOD use,
with powerful presentations from experts across New Zealand and Canada. These speakers
highlighted how significantly colonialism continues to impact Indigenous health, with AOD
use remaining disproportionately high due to long-term systemic inequities. Our team
found these sessions incredibly relevant, insightful, and aligned with the work we do here in
Central Australia.

And… a major highlight - they got to see Dr Richard Cash from 360edge ! 

ATCA Conference in New Zealand
A DASA contingent attended the ATCA Conference in New Zealand this week, where the
theme E Tū Kahikatea ("Stand Tall Like the Kahikatea") celebrated resilience through
connection and collective strength.

The conference brought together delegates from across the alcohol and other drugs
sector, showcasing innovative practices, research and programs aimed at improving client
outcomes. Alongside valuable networking opportunities, the team visited local services
and gained new perspectives on Therapeutic Communities.

Adding to the success of the trip, DASA's Aboriginal Outreach Team received the First
Nations Award, recognising their outstanding work and innovation in Indigenous programs.
Congratulations to the team on this well-deserved achievement.
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Photos from the Month of November 2025

Our star Wahid

Outreach BBQ on the Council Lawns – ready for lots of happy people to enjoy the food
and a shout out to Aranda House residents 

Gavin flew into Alice to support Kristy and
Jocelyn at Aranda House.

The Parole Board popped in for a visit and
tour of Aranda House. 

It was a good opportunity to provide an
overview of all our programs with a focus
around TACU too.

Ah Groote.......



DASA staff DASA staff (R – L) Brian,
Leanne, Michelle and Joel visited the
Children’s Ward at Alice Springs Hospital
as part of our ongoing Christmas giving
initiative. 

The team spent time walking through the
ward and speaking with the NTG Health
media team about DASA’s continued
commitment to supporting children and
families during the festive season. 

This small act of giving reflects the care
and community spirit that sits at the
heart of DASA, especially at a time of
year when kindness matters most.

Spreading Christmas Cheer
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DECEMBER 2025

DASA |  Annual Report - 2025/2026

Men's March Against Domestic Violence
Outreach teams joined the Men’s March Against
Domestic Violence, standing with the community in
support of action to address family violence. Our
team and residents assisted with the BBQ, cooking
and connecting with attendees. 

Despite the warm weather, participants came
together respectfully to listen, reflect, and contribute
to a successful community event.

Cultural Performance at the Anindilyakwa Healing Centre

The Groote team and residents enjoyed a cultural performance, providing an opportunity
to celebrate culture, connect with the community, and share in a memorable experience
together.
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Groote Christmas Party
Eloise, Jos, Bea and Joel travelled to Groote to celebrate Christmas and reflect on another
successful year.

The team enjoyed a fantastic meal together and took the opportunity to recognise the
outstanding achievements of their colleagues during the Groote Awards presentation.
Award Winners.

r AHC DASA Values Award – Darren O’Keefe
☀️ AHC DASA Sunshine Award – Lusi Tanevesi
	 AHC DASA McGyver Award – Darren O’Keefe

Congratulations to all the award recipients for their dedication, hard work and positive
contributions throughout the year.

Alice Springs Christmas Party
Continuing the festive celebrations, the Alice Springs mob came together for their
Christmas Party. With great food, good company, and a range of games on offer, the team
had a fantastic time and, unsurprisingly, their competitive nature shone through.

Following the tradition of previous years, the event also included the presentation of staff
awards, with several new categories introduced for 2025. 

Congratulations to this year's recipients:

r DASA Employee of the Year: Amanda Houston
% DASA Leader of the Year: Kristy Ryan
☀️ Alice Springs Sunshine Award: Akesa Fainga'anuku
� Alice Springs Values Award: Wahid Brandso

A big congratulations to all award winners for their outstanding contributions throughout
the year. Their dedication, leadership, and commitment to DASA's values continue to make
a positive impact across the team.
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JANUARY 2025
Photos from January 2026

Territory Health Minister the
Hon. Steve Edgington
popped into Head Office to
meet with Eloise and Jos. 

It was a great opportunity let
him know what we have been
up to at DASA, as well as
share some of our ideas for
the future with him.

The AHC Men have been out in the community
assisting with maintenance.

Look at this mob! Dont they look great in their gear.
Proper flash you mob!

Uncle Neil catching a perentie.
It was a planned lunch,
however plans changed after it
was forgotten at the river.  
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Natural Disaster Two for the year!

The DASA team demonstrated incredible resilience and
teamwork following the unexpected flooding at Aranda
House in February 2026. The severe damage to our
Therapeutic Community facility required the swift
evacuation of residents, who were safely relocated to
Head Office and accommodated in the Sobering Up
Shelter.

A special thank you goes to Jodi and Esafe, who
ensured residents were cared for and safely
transported to higher ground during the emergency.
Their calm and dedicated response helped make a
challenging situation much easier for everyone
involved, even if it did result in Esafe losing a pair of
shoes along the way and Jodi's vehicle written off.
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FEBRUARY 2026
Aranda House Flooding

Since the flood event, DASA has been worked closely with the Northern Territory
Department of Health to secure both interim and long-term solutions for Aranda House.
We are grateful for the ongoing support provided by the Department, as well as the
flexibility and commitment shown by the NTPHN and NIAA, particularly our contract
managers.

We also extend our heartfelt thanks to CAAAPU, its Board, and CEO Demian Coates for
welcoming our residents onto their site while recovery efforts continue. Their generosity
exemplifies the collaborative spirit of the Northern Territory alcohol and other drugs
sector, where organisations come together with a shared focus on supporting clients and
strengthening communities.

We would also like to acknowledge Kristy,
Amanda, Jocelyn, Joel, and the many staff
members involved in planning and
coordinating the emergency response. Their
teamwork, adaptability, and commitment
ensured the safety and wellbeing of our
residents throughout the transition.

This experience has highlighted the dedication, resilience, and person-centred values that
define both DASA and our sector. As we often say at DASA, "Teamwork makes the dream
work." In the face of adversity, that spirit has never been more evident.
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When the rain came down on Alice Springs,
And the skies turned wild and grey,
Aranda House stood in the storm

But DASA led the way.

With steady hands and urgent hearts,
The overnight crew moved fast,
Getting every fella out to safety,

Shielded from the storm’s hard blast.
Head Office opened doors wide,

A haven in the rain,

While chaos tried to shake the ground,
Compassion broke the strain.

Service Manager, staff on deck—
All hands, all hearts aligned,

Reassuring voices in the dark,
Strength of the strongest kind.

 

Behind the scenes the wheels turned on,
Phones rang, plans were made,
Quiet heroes in the background

Ensured no one was afraid.
Outreach teams arrived with care,

Ready, calm, and strong,
Walking side by side with purpose,

Where every one belongs.
 

Leadership rose to meet the test,
With safety as the guide,

Protecting every DASA soul,
Standing firm with pride.
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ATC case managers too,
Planning steps ahead,

Looking out for staff and residents,
Making sure all were fed—

With hope, with strength, with certainty,
With courage deeply spread.

Tired eyes but determined hearts,
United in the storm,

A team that chose compassion
As their truest working form.

It wasn’t just response we saw
It was courage, care, and trust.

 

It was people showing up for people,
Doing what they must.

Today was more than rainfall.
More than winds that roar.

It was proof that DASA stands
Stronger than before.

So here’s to every staff and resident,
Every steady hand—

You showed what real community
Looks like in this land.

Proud to stand among you.
Proud to wear this name.

When storms roll in, DASA rises
Together, we remain.

Go Team DASA.

Poem | Written by Staff Member Akesa Fainga'anuku
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AOT and MOT were at it again, this time making their way to the Larapinta Child
and Family Centre for their Health and Wellbeing Day. Our social butterfly Michelle
did the rounds taking pics and enjoying the morning networking with other
organisations in town.

Our ATC ladies participated in the Imparja Cup
Cricket and celebrated at the presentation night.
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The resi’s and staff doing their daily
walk, with Kornya taking the lead. 
Slay Kornya !

Photos from the Month of February 2026

Aranda House residents celebrating a graduation. What a great photo after
going through the flooding and moves.
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MARCH 2026
They say things come in threes, and as if two natural disasters were not enough for DASA
to contend with, Cyclone Narelle arrived on Groote Eylandt.

Severe Tropical Cyclone Narelle was a powerful Category 3 system and an unusual, long-
lived cyclone that impacted several parts of Australia, including the Kimberley Region, Far
North Queensland and the Top End.

The team moved quickly to prepare the facility and safely evacuate residents to their
homes ahead of the cyclone. Kornya, was understandably a little unsettled by the situation
and initially refused to get into a vehicle. Once all other residents had been evacuated and
were safely accounted for, dedicated staff returned and successfully brought Kornya to
safety as well.

Throughout the event, Gav kept staff informed with regular weather updates from
Western Australia, while team members bunkered down and rode out the storm. Once
police gave the all-clear, staff conducted checks of vehicles and facilities and contacted
residents to ensure everyone remained safe and well.

The cyclone's impact lingered after the weather had passed. Fallen trees and swollen
waterways meant the Healing Centre was inaccessible for several weeks. During this time,
residents remained at their home addresses and participated in modified day programs to
ensure continuity of support and services.

This event once again highlighted the dedication, adaptability and commitment of DASA
staff, who worked tirelessly to keep residents safe during challenging and unpredictable
circumstances.

Cylone Narelle on Groote
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Eloise spoke with ABC Radio Alice Springs about the flooding at Aranda House, and ABC
News were also keen to follow up with a television interview.

Jos, Amanda and Kristy stepped up to represent the organisation during the media
coverage. Pictured here, Jos and Amanda are helping to advocate for residents and raise
awareness of the challenges and impacts caused by the flooding at Aranda House.

Advocating for Aranda House 

Model of Care 
Over the past 18 months, we have worked alongside
our partners at 360Edge, Dr Amanda Davies and Dr
Richard Cash to develop Models of Care for three of
our programs.

Many staff members have contributed to this work and,
together, we have reviewed, refined and strengthened
the way we deliver our programs. That hard work has
paid off.

DASA now has evidence-based Models of Care in place
for:

Methamphetamine Outreach Program
Alternative to Custody Program
DASA Anindilyakwa Healing Centre

This is a significant achievement and reflects the dedication, knowledge and care our teams
bring to their work every day. We have also commenced work on a Model of Care for the
Aranda House Therapeutic Community, with Aboriginal Outreach to follow. 

We could not have achieved this without the support of the National Indigenous Australians
Agency, NT Health, the NT Attorney-General, and the Northern Territory PHN. Thank you for
backing this important work and supporting best practice across our services.

Thank you also to our stakeholders for their guidance and ongoing support throughout this
journey.

Finally, a special shout-out to Beatrice Villadelrey, who is proudly holding the finished
products.



co
mp

as
sio

n 
> c

om
mu

ni
t}

 > 
co

ll
ab

or
at

io
n 

> i
nn

ov
at

io
n 

> i
nt

eg
ri

t}
 > 

di
ve

rs
it}

The ATC ladies enjoyed a lovely picnic, followed by an
AOD session with some fun on the beer goggles
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Photos from March 2026

Our Healing Centre men out on country and never too
shy for a photo shoot.

Joel delivering lunch to the AHC
residents after holding an
Education Session 

The Leadership Team commenced a Leadership Support Program, where they spent the
day immersed in knowledge sharing, collaboration and valuable team brainstorming.

Delivered in partnership with John McBryde, who many of you met during our Team
Building session in 2025, the program is designed to strengthen leadership capabilities
and support ongoing professional growth.

The program will continue on a quarterly basis throughout the year.

Brian head off on three months
leave and a well deserved break. 
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APRIL 2026

Access to the Healing Centre was restored, and staff immediately began preparing the facility
for the residents' return. 

It was also a special day for beautiful Kornya, who was able to return home as well. She's the
goodest girl.

Return to the Healing Centre

Federal Senators visited Groote Eylandt as part of an inquiry into youth crime and
incarceration. During their visit, the committee met with community members and key
stakeholders. It was inspiring to see the commitment and strength shown by Elders,
particularly following the recent loss experienced by the community.

It was a good thing the Healing Centre was up an running again as the committee also
visited our Healing Centre alongside the Community Justice Group. They connected warmly
with residents and joined us for lunch, prepared by Taj with support from the residents.

Senate Visit to Groote Eylandt

With the Healing Centre in full swing, it was a great
opportunity to showcase our work and see everyone come
together for a yarn and a shared meal.

It was another powerful reminder of why we do what we
do. A huge shout-out to the Groote team, who did an
outstanding job hosting the visit and ensuring the Senators
were well looked after.



co
mp

as
sio

n 
> c

om
mu

ni
t}

 > 
co

ll
ab

or
at

io
n 

> i
nn

ov
at

io
n 

> i
nt

eg
ri

t}
 > 

di
ve

rs
it}

DASA |  Annual Report - 2025/2026

Ministers Visit to Aranda House
Amid the ongoing challenges at Aranda House, we were fortunate to welcome a visit from
Federal Health Minister, the Hon. Mark Butler, Assistant Health Minister, the Hon. Rebecca
White, along with Senators Marion Scrymgour and Malarndirri McCarthy.

Kristy and Amanda, together with residents Matthew, Lawrence and Melvin, spoke candidly
about the impact the February floods had on their lives and the continued challenges faced
by residents and staff. Sharing their experiences with honesty and courage, they helped
highlight the real and lasting effects of the disaster on our community.

The visit provided an important opportunity to ensure decision-makers heard directly from
those affected and gained a firsthand understanding of the ongoing recovery efforts and
support needed at Aranda House.

In March the ladies from ATC held a store at the Equal Futures Fair held at the Marian Centre
at OLSH. They were very popular because of their talents, both artistically and culinary. In
April they treated themselves to dinner at Hanuman's with the money raised. Check out
these goods! Here is the ladies all dressed up on their night out.

ATC Ladies at the Equal Futures Fair



co
mp

as
sio

n 
> c

om
mu

ni
t}

 > 
co

ll
ab

or
at

io
n 

> i
nn

ov
at

io
n 

> i
nt

eg
ri

t}
 > 

di
ve

rs
it}

DASA |  Annual Report - 2025/2026

MAY 2026
AHC Model of Care Impelementation

Eloise, Beatrice and Dr Amanda Davies travelled to Groote
Eylandt to join the team for the Anindilyakwa Healing Centre
Model of Care Implementation Workshop. The workshop
provided an opportunity to explore the key elements of the new
Model of Care and collaboratively plan its practical
implementation.

We extend our sincere thanks to all participants for their positive
engagement and valuable contributions throughout the
workshop. Special recognition goes to Charles and Aaron, who
covered night shifts to enable their colleagues to attend. We were
also privileged to welcome Ani from the Community Justice
Group for the morning session, alongside Traditional Owner
Naomi Wurramarra, whose participation added significant value
to the discussions.

DASA Photos from May

Check out these bad boys! DASA hoodies were rolled
out!

Up on Groote Eylandt we got
people doing some crazy stuff!

The ATC and Aranda House got together to enjoy
getting active with RecLink.

The lengths Gavin will go to.... Eloise asked him to be a
guinea pig and try on the CoolHed while they were at the
AddictionZ Conference on the Gold Coast. 

Apparently it does something to the Vagus nerve which
can help with reducing anxiety and cravings, among other
things. It doesn’t look like Gav is convinced.
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JUNE 2026
Restorative Day Program
Amid a busy and challenging year, DASA successfully launched a new initiative, the
Restorative Day Program (RDP). The program was developed to support participants on
their journey toward recovery by focusing on treatment readiness, personal accountability,
and the development of practical life skills, while recognising and respecting their cultural,
family and community responsibilities.

Grounded in a Social and Emotional Wellbeing (SEWB) framework, the program adopts
culturally responsive, trauma-informed and strengths-based approaches to reduce alcohol
and other drug-related harm and support lasting positive behaviour change. By building on
individual strengths and fostering meaningful connections, the program aims to empower
participants to achieve healthier and more positive outcomes for themselves, their families
and their communities.

The early success and positive reception of the Restorative Day Program has created
opportunities for expansion, with DASA invited to deliver the program in Milingimbi,
Galiwin'ku and Groote Eylandt. This expansion, scheduled to commence in July 2026,
represents an exciting step forward in increasing access to culturally safe and effective
support services across remote communities.
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Operation Relocation - Aranda House and Head Office
DASA's Head Office relocated to new premises on Leichhardt Terrace, creating space for the
Aranda House Therapeutic Community to return to Bob Gaff House on the Schwarz Crescent
site. This relocation brought residents back to DASA and marked the first step in a broader
interim solution designed to strengthen and restore DASA's Therapeutic Community Model.

We extend our sincere gratitude to the CAAAPU Board and staff, who generously welcomed
our residents into their facility while DASA worked with funders and stakeholders to determine
a sustainable path forward and awaited a decision from the Northern Territory Government
regarding the future of the Aranda House facility.

Supported by funding from the Northern Territory Department of Health and the Northern
Territory Primary Health Network (NTPHN), the transition enabled DASA to continue delivering
high-quality therapeutic support while progressing plans for the future development of its
residential rehabilitation services.

These achievements were made possible through the adaptability, commitment and hard work
of staff across the organisation, whose dedication continues to drive positive outcomes for the
people and communities DASA serves.

We also acknowledge Mick Heenan and the team from Heenan Construction and Carpentry,
together with Margus Raamets from Alice Security Tech, whose expertise, flexibility and
tireless efforts transformed Bob Gaff House back into a welcoming residential facility. Their
contribution was instrumental in ensuring a smooth transition and creating a safe and
supportive environment for residents returning to the Schwarz Crescent site.

Top Left: The Head Office kitchen, now the Aranda
resident kitchen, with a new stove, new cupboards
and a pantry where the photocopier used to be!

Above: Joel and Leanne's Office - now the main
living area for Aranda residents

Left: Jocelyn's Office - now a room for two residents

Below: Head Office's new digs on Leichhardt Terrace



co
mp

as
sio

n 
> c

om
mu

ni
t}

 > 
co

ll
ab

or
at

io
n 

> i
nn

ov
at

io
n 

> i
nt

eg
ri

t}
 > 

di
ve

rs
it}

DASA |  Annual Report - 2025/2026

Reintegration Puzzle Conference
Fiona Mason, Joel Pillay, Amanda Houston, Akesa Fainga'anuku and Eloise Cole attended the
Reintegration Puzzle Conference in Adelaide. The conference provided valuable insights into
reintegration and rehabilitation, with powerful presentations from people with lived experience
of the justice system. 

The conference prompted important discussions about the need for healing-centred
approaches that support long-term positive change. Importantly, the team returned with new
ideas, valuable learnings and strong professional connections that will help inform and
strengthen DASA's future work.

AADANT Conference
The annual Association of Alcohol and other Drug Agencies NT (AADANT) Conference in
Darwin provided an opportunity for DASA staff to learn, connect and share their expertise with
the broader Alcohol and Other Drugs sector. Attendees included Eloise, Kathy, Narrelle,
Jocelyn, and Karl, with Beatrice joining for the Awards Night.

A conference highlight was Jocelyn's presentation with Dr Dan and Neethu from ADSCA,
showcasing the collaborative approach behind the ‘Take A Break Program'. Karl also made a
valuable contribution as a member of the Lived Experience Panel, generously sharing his
knowledge and insights.

DASA was especially proud to celebrate the outstanding
achievements of its staff at the 2026 AADANT Awards:

Beatrice Villadelrey – NT AOD Worker of the Year
Leanne Maloney – Winner, Frontline Service and
Administration Award
Kristy Ryan – Runner-Up, Carole Taylor Advocacy Award

These well-deserved recognitions reflect the dedication,
professionalism and impact of DASA staff across the Northern
Territory. Congratulations to all award recipients and
presenters for representing DASA so proudly. D
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DASA Stats
Key Insights, Performance Metrics

and Trends at a Glance
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SOBERING�UP�SHELTER

3763

Increase�on
admissions�from

2024D2025

Avg.�Bed
per�night

Walk�in
Admissions

Total
Admissions

12.167.27g 2064

694

SUS�Bus
Collections

Brief�Interventions
by�Outreach

Individual
Admissions

1454570

The Shelter team continued to provide some of our most vulnerable community
members with a safe place to sober up, while also offering meals, shower facilities,
and access to clean clothing.

During the reporting period, there were 3,763 admissions made by 694 individual
clients. This represented a 7.27% increase in admissions compared with the previous
year and equated to an average occupancy of 12.16 beds per night. Males accounted
for 2,412 admissions, compared with 1,351 female admissions, resulting in 1,061 more
admissions by males than females.

Unlike the previous year, there were slightly more individual male clients accessing
the service than female clients, with 350 males and 344 females recorded. The
majority of female clients accessed the service on a single occasion, with 177
individual presentations. A further 134 female clients presented between two and nine
times, accounting for 529 admissions.

A similar pattern was observed among male clients. The majority presented on a
single occasion, with 182 individual presentations, while 124 male clients accessed the
service between two and nine times, accounting for 490 admissions. However, a small
number of clients were high-frequency users of the service, with four male clients
accounting for 444 admissions and one male client presenting on 266 occasions.

The Aboriginal Outreach Team continued to engage with service users three
mornings each week, providing brief interventions, facilitating referrals, and
supporting individuals to improve their wellbeing, access services, and take positive
steps towards meaningful life changes.
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Repeat Clients Breakdown Data | 2020-2026

Many of the individual Shelter clients had more than one visit:

359 clients made single visits.
258 clients admitted between 2-9 occasions and accounted for 1019 admissions.
42 clients admitted between 10-19 occasions and accounted for 537 admissions.
24 clients admitted between 20-49 occasions and accounted for 749 admissions
6 clients admitted between 50-90 occasions and accounted for 389 admissions. 
3 clients admitted between 95-127 occasions and accounted for 444
One of these clients admitted on 266 occasions.
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All data for above Sobering Up Shelter statistics are derived from the NT Government Mental Health, Alcohol
and Other Drugs Sobering up Shelter System Database, AOT Report Statistics.
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Clients IntakesAssessments

7888

8

Take a Break AP ClientsTACU Clients

23

With the Centralised Intake Team in operation, we saw consistent and timely
assessments, along with a steady flow of intakes into Aranda House. Having a full house
makes such a difference in creating and maintaining a therapeutic community.

In January, Prasadi commenced maternity leave and welcomed a beautiful baby girl,
Aurora, into the world. While Prasadi enjoys this special time with her young family,
Amanda Houston has stepped into the role of Acting Service Manager.

As highlighted in this report, Aranda House was significantly impacted by the February
flooding event, with the facility being deemed uninhabitable. The team responded
quickly, evacuating residents to the Sobering Up Shelter, where they stayed for two
nights while alternative accommodation was arranged. Residents were then relocated to
the Discovery Park for a week, where they enjoyed the open space and the opportunity
to kick the footy around, before settling at CAAAPU for several months while a more
permanent interim solution was identified.

With the TACU units also affected by the flooding, it was agreed that one of the units at
Angie's Place would be converted into a TACU unit, allowing us to accommodate three
TACU clients and ensure continuity of support during this challenging period.

Throughout this time, the residents were exceptional. They demonstrated patience,
understanding, and a willingness to help wherever needed. Despite the uncertainty and
disruption caused by multiple relocations, they remained positive and adaptable,
supporting one another and the staff through what was undoubtedly a difficult
situation. Their resilience and cooperation were a true reflection of the strength of the
Aranda House community.

The dedication and flexibility of our staff throughout this period also deserve special
recognition. Faced with rapidly changing circumstances, the team worked tirelessly to
minimise disruption to residents, maintain service delivery, and ensure everyone
remained safe, supported, and connected. Their commitment during this challenging
time exemplified the values and spirit of Aranda House.

ARANDA HOUSE THERAPEUTIC
COMMUNITY and ANGIE'S

PLACE
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Children at AP

2



Male 20-29
38.6%

Male 30-39
28.4%

Male 40-49
17%

Male 50 +
9.1%

Male 18-19
3.4%

3 Male Intakes
All identify as ATSI

Male 18-19

34 Male Intakes
33 identify ATSI and 1 non ATSI

Male 20-29

25 Male Intakes
18 identify ATSI and 7 non ATSI

Male 30-39

15 Male Intakes
13 identify ATSI and 2 non ATSI

Male 40-49

2 female Intakes
Both identify ATSI

Female 40-49

1 female Intake
Identifies as ATSI

Female 50

2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026

0 20 40 60 80

Male - ATSI

Male - Non ATSI

Female - ATSI

Female - Non ATSI

Male - ATSI
83%

Male - Non ATSI
13.6%

Female - ATSI
3.4%

Gender, Age and ATSI Status Breakdown

Gender and ATSI Status Breakdown | 2020-2026
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As residents settled into their new home on Schwarz Crescent, it was wonderful to see
everyone feeling comfortable, engaged in a full program, and returning to the
Therapeutic Community way of life. While we have needed to reduce our capacity, we
are pleased to continue operating with 10 Aranda House beds, one Take a Break bed,
three TACU beds, and two Angie's Place units.

At the end of last year's report, it was announced that DASA had been awarded a grant
to build a dedicated Therapy Room at Aranda House. While the long-awaited Therapy
Room project at Aranda House will no longer proceed, we are hopeful that, with funder
approval, the project can be relocated to the Alternative to Custody, where it will
continue to enhance therapeutic outcomes for our clients.

Throughout this challenging and unprecedented period, DASA would like to sincerely
express its gratitude for the unwavering support received from our funders, the Alcohol
and Other Drugs community, stakeholders, staff, and residents. The resilience,
commitment, and collaboration demonstrated by everyone involved have enabled us to
continue delivering essential services despite significant challenges.

As we reflect on the past year, we are reminded that it is not the buildings that make
Aranda House special, but the people within it. The strength, determination, and
community spirit shown by our residents and staff have been truly inspiring. We look
forward to the year ahead with optimism, renewed purpose, and a continued
commitment to supporting individuals on their recovery journey.

8 Male Intakes
6 identify ATSI and 2 non ATSI

Male 50+
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Source of Referral

The 2025-2026 financial year saw 95.5% of referrals received from Community Corrections

All data for above Aranda House, TACU and ILP statistics have come from the NT Government Mental Health,
Alcohol and Other Drugs External Service Provider Client System, DASA’s Database, Monthly Residential
Services Manager and Funding Body Reports.

Principal Drug of Concern
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The ATC ladies continued their 6-month journey of healing and personal growth,
achieving positive changes in their lives through their own determination, supported by
the program and staff. It was a privilege to witness the strength, resilience and progress
demonstrated by the women throughout the year.

The team also welcomed two familiar faces. Susana Tupou returned to DASA and joined
the ATC team as a Case Manager after spending several years away, while Alisi
Fainga'anuku stepped into a Case Manager role after previously working as a Support
Worker across both ATC and Aranda House. Their knowledge, experience and
commitment have been valuable additions to the team.

It is a privilege to walk alongside these women, witnessing their strength, resilience and
the positive changes they make as they work towards healthier, more fulfilling lives.

Alcohol remained the primary drug of concern, accounting for 72% of presentations.
NAAJA was the largest referral source to the program, highlighting the importance of
strong partnerships in supporting women to access treatment. The largest age cohort
accessing the program was 30-39 years, reflecting a significant need for support among
women at this stage of life.

During the reporting period, the program received 75 referrals, resulting in 46
assessments being completed. A further 16 referrals were cancelled prior to assessment,
while four referrals were not approved for assessment by the Referral Committee.

Of those assessed, 33 women were found suitable for the program. Six women did not  
progress through due to their stage of readiness, while 20 women accepted a place but
did not present for intake for a variety of reasons. An additional three women declined
participation for other reasons.

These figures demonstrate both the ongoing demand for the program and the
importance of continuing to engage women throughout the assessment and intake
process, recognising that readiness for change is often a complex and non-linear
journey.
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75

Assessments Found
Suitable

Referrals

3346

Alternative to Custody

3

Intakes Program
Completions

Child
Resided

Last Reporting
Period

619 1

Residents

21
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All data for above Alternative to Custody statistics are derived from the DASA’s Database, Monthly Service
Manager Reports and Funding Body Reports.
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The Groote team celebrated their first full year operating as a residential service during
this reporting period. This milestone reflects the dedication, hard work and commitment
of everyone involved in getting the six month program operating. We are grateful for the
opportunity to provide support and make a meaningful difference in the lives of the men,
their families and the wider Groote Eylandt community.

During the year, the Groote team farewelled Losi as he returned to Alice Springs. While
he will be greatly missed by the Groote team and community, we are pleased that he
remains part of the DASA family and continues his journey with the organisation within
the Methamphetamine Team back in Alice Springs. We thank Losi for his significant
contribution to the success of the program throughout its inaugural residential year.

The facility experienced its fair share of weather-related challenges throughout the
reporting period, including a cyclone, bushfires and swollen rivers that at times
restricted access to the community. Despite these disruptions, the team demonstrated
remarkable resilience and dedication, maintaining program delivery and continuing to
support residents throughout each event. Their unwavering commitment ensured that
the men remained connected to treatment 

While still a relatively new service, the program has continued to build momentum and
establish itself within the community. During the reporting period, 35 residents were
welcomed into the program, building on the two residents reported in the previous
reporting period. The growing engagement with the service highlights both the need for
and value of a locally delivered residential treatment program on Groote Eylandt.

A total of 67 referrals were received during the reporting period, resulting in 54
assessments being undertaken. Of those assessed, 49 individuals were found suitable for
the program. Twelve referrals did not proceed to assessment for a range of reasons,
while seven individuals chose not to attend for intake. A further five people were
assessed and scheduled for intake in the following reporting period. These figures reflect
the continued demand for the service.
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67

Assessments Found
Suitable

Referrals

4954

Anindilyakwa Healing Centre

2

Intakes Program
Completions

Last Reporting
Period

235

Residents

37
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With a growing number of referrals, the program continues to build a stronger evidence
base, providing valuable insights into substance use trends on Groote Eylandt. While
Armada (cannabis) remains widely used and continues to have a significant impact on the
community, alcohol was identified as the principal drug of concern for 54.5% of referrals
during the reporting period, followed by Armada at 39.4%.

The data also highlights the continued demand for support among younger adults, with
people aged 18 to 29 years representing the largest cohort accessing the service, followed
by the 30 to 39 year age group.

As referral numbers continue to grow, this information will play an important role in
shaping service delivery and ensuring the program remains responsive to the needs of the
Groote Eylandt community.

All data for above Anindilyakwa Healing Centre statistics are derived from the DASA’s Database, Monthly
Service Manager Reports and Funding Body Reports.
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The Methamphetamine Outreach Team continued their important work throughout the
reporting period, walking alongside clients as they navigated recovery and the challenges
of everyday life. As the year progressed, the team saw an increasing number of complex
presentations, requiring strong collaboration with partner organisations to ensure clients
received the support they needed. Many clients experienced significant barriers, including
unemployment, housing instability, mental health concerns and the ongoing impacts of
trauma. For those transitioning from custody back into the community, adjusting to life
outside prison remained a significant challenge.

Methamphetamine continues to have a significant impact on the community, particularly
among Aboriginal people, who represented 76% of the team's client base during the
reporting period. The data also highlighted that adults aged 30 to 39 years made up the
largest cohort accessing the service, accounting for 52% of clients across both males and
females. These trends reinforce the ongoing need for culturally responsive and targeted
support services that address not only substance use, but also the broader social and
emotional wellbeing needs of individuals, families and communities.

The year also brought some changes within the team. Amanda moved into the role of
Aranda House Service Manager, and the team welcomed Karl to the program. Losi also
returned to Alice Springs and joined Wahid and Karl in the Methamphetamine Outreach
Team. These changes strengthened the team and brought valuable experience and
expertise to the program.
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25

Individual
Clients

New
Referrals

Clients
Exited

1710

Methamphetamine Outreach
Team

A significant achievement during the
reporting period was the completion and
implementation of the Methamphetamine
Outreach Model of Care. This important
piece of work provides a clear framework
to guide service delivery and ensure
clients receive consistent, high-quality
support. We extend our sincere thanks to
our partners at 360Edge, particularly Dr
Amanda Davies and Dr Richard Cash,
whose expertise and guidance were
instrumental in bringing this model to life.
The team is incredibly proud of this
achievement and the strong foundation it
provides for the future of the program.
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The team also continued to work closely with the Aboriginal Outreach Team, supporting
shared clients and maintaining strong connections with residents throughout their
rehabilitation journey. This collaborative approach helped ensure continuity of care,
strengthened client engagement and provided a more coordinated response to the
complex needs of individuals accessing residential rehabilitation services. Through this
partnership, clients were better supported to transition into and out of treatment,
improving outcomes not only for the individual but also for their families and communities.
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The dynamic duo of Michelle and Brian were joined by Kathy Gooda and Narrelle
Marchesi during the reporting period, increasing the team's capacity to support clients
across a range of programs and ensuring continuity of service while Brian took an
extended period of leave. Together, the team had a solid year, making a difference in the
lives of clients and advocating for some of our community's most vulnerable people.

Highlights from the year included:
Continuing regular visits to the Sobering Up Shelter, where the team provided 1,454
brief interventions with clients.
Providing Aboriginal Liaison support at Aranda House on 92 occasions and at
Alternative to Custody on 52 occasions.
Assisting 36 individual clients within the community in a variety of capacities.
Supporting participants in DASA's newly established Restorative Day Program.

Continuing the trend observed in previous years, female clients comprised the majority of
the Aboriginal Outreach client base, while males accounted for the majority of Sobering
Up Shelter clients who sought assistance from the team. Alcohol remained the primary
drug of concern among clients.
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341

Individual
Clients

Over
Combined

AHTC & ATC
visits

SUS Brief
Interventions

Contacts

14436 1454

Aboriginal Outreach Team

The Aboriginal Outreach and Methamphetamine
Outreach Teams continued to work
collaboratively throughout the year, including
hosting community BBQs that fostered
connection, encouraged open conversations and
strengthened relationships within the community.
Both teams also played a vital role in supporting
Aranda House residents and staff through the
multiple relocations required during the flood
events, helping ensure clients remained
connected, supported and engaged throughout a
particularly challenging period.

The team also delivered two men's and one
women's Safe and Smart programs at Alice
Springs Correctional Centre. While the women's
program was unable to be completed, it provided
a valuable opportunity to build connections, share
information and support participants as they
began planning for life beyond their sentences.
These sessions continue to play an important role
in preparing individuals for a successful return to
their families and communities.
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88.1%
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All data for above Aboriginal Outreach Team are derived from DASA’s Database, Monthly Non-
Residential Service Manager Reports and Funding Body Reports.
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19

Participants Town DDE Remote DDEDDE Courses
Run

13205 6

Drink Driving Education 

The Drink Driver Education (DDE) Team continued to travel across the Northern
Territory during the reporting period, delivering programs throughout Central Australia
and extending their reach to Arnhem Land. Through their work, the team supported
participants to better understand the impacts of alcohol and other drugs on driving,
while helping them meet the requirements to regain their licences.

The trends identified in previous reporting periods remained largely consistent. Of the
205 participants who completed the program:

76% identified as Aboriginal, 21.6% as non-Aboriginal and 2.5% did not state their
Indigenous status.
73% were male and 27% were female.
The largest age cohort was 30 to 39 years, representing 33.7% of participants,
closely followed by those aged 40 to 49 years at 28.3%.
72.1% of participants were required to complete both Unit 1 and Unit 2 to regain their
driver's licence.
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All data for above Drink Driver Education statistics are derived from DDE Reports and Funding Body
Reports.
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DASA Audited
Financials
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Until�Next
Year....
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