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PROCESS

1. Initial Inquiry
Once we receive your initial inquiry via phone or email, you'll receive a follow-up email with my
portfolio and design questionnaire to help me understand your goals and project needs.

2. Review & Site Information

After reviewing the materials, we encourage you to complete the questionnaire and schedule a site
meeting, as well as providing any supporting documents—such as a mood board, inspiration
images, or relevant site information—to help me get a clearer picture of your vision.

3. Preliminary Site Research

I'll conduct initial research into your property to identify planning controls, overlays, and site-
specific restrictions. Once your completed questionnaire and any supporting information is
received, I'll prepare a detailed fee proposal tailored to your project.

4. Acceptance of Fee Proposal
If you're happy to proceed, you can formally accept the fee proposal. At this point, we’ll schedule a
site meeting where | can take measurements (if required) and begin the next steps.

5. Site Surveys & Design Brief
We will coordinate any necessary surveys, such as feature surveys, flood certificates, or bushfire
reports. At the same time, we’ll begin shaping the design brief using your questionnaire responses,
mood board, and key priorities.

6. Concept Design Development

Using your brief, budget, and site conditions, I'll develop a tailored Concept Design. From this early
stage, I'll also prepare a budget estimate based on typical build costs to help guide decision-making.
You'll receive a set of floor plans and a 3D digital model shared via web link, allowing you to explore
the design interactively and provide feedback.

7. Budget Alighment & Design Refinement

We strongly recommend engaging a builder early in the process to help align the design with your
actual construction budget. To support this collaboration, DeBu Studios offers unlimited design |
revisions throughout the design phase, ensuring your ideas are refined and resolved with both 3 TR

creativity and practicality in mind.
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PROJECT DOBBIE

The brief was to design a home for a retiring couple that
would feel both relaxed and connected to its
surroundings. A key request was to create a strong
engagement with the street—something that’s often lost in
more private suburban homes. The owners envisioned a
place where they could sit outside in the northern sunlight
after a morning surf, enjoying the warmth while casually
connecting with passing neighbours. The home needed to
be future-ready, with a master bedroom on the ground
floor for long-term accessibility, as well as additional
rooms to accommodate their children and grandchildren
when they visit. Above all, the main goal was to bring in as
much natural light as possible—particularly into the living
areas—by carefully considering orientation, ceiling
heights, and the placement of windows and openings.

Testimonial

“I have built several significant houses from Kieraville,
Balgownie in the rain forest to a few on the beach at East
Corrimal. | engaged Joel through referral and have found
him to be one of the smartest, young innovative and
pleasant architects to deal with. An astute young man who
also checks on the building company to ensure best
practice outcomes.”

Tye (owner)

Design - Debu studios
Builder - H+S Building
Approval - Complying development
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PROJECT MASON

This project involved a rear addition featuring new
living areas, a swimming pool, and a secondary
dwelling. The existing cottage was full of charm, and it
was important to retain its character. Rather than
altering the original fagade, the design focused on
extending from the rear—respectfully blending old and
new.

The existing floor plan was reconfigured to
accommodate four bedrooms, while the new addition
created light-filled, modern living spaces that open to
the backyard and pool. The result is a home that
enhances the cottage's original essence while
providing the functionality of contemporary family
living

Building Design - Debu Studios
Builder - BM Total Building
Approval - Development Application
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CONTACT

Joel Etherington

0416411094

www.debustudios.com.au

info@debustudios.com.au



