
Delaware Gazette - 03/12/2018 Page : A001

Copyright AIM Media Midwest
March 12, 2018 4:04 pm (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Glenn Battishill | The Gazette
Perrin Shepherd, an educator with COSI, wows Schultz Elementary School students Friday after activating a Rube Goldberg machine that lit up the word “COSI.” The 
energy show was just one of more than a dozen experiments that students had the opportunity to participate in.
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COSI visit wows students

Social media, laws collide
By D. Anthony Botkin
abotkin@aimmediamidwest.com

 
Social media use by elected 

officials has become a hot-but-
ton topic due to concerns over 
possible violations of Ohio’s 
Sunshine Laws.

“Social media is a good place 
to get information out,” said 
Delaware County Prosecutor 
Carol O’Brien. “The best thing 
to do is make sure it’s not run-
ning into the Sunshine Laws.”

Mike DeWine, Ohio Attorney 
General, states in the intro-

duction of the Sunshine Laws 
2017 Manual, “… Ohio’s Public 
Records Law and Open Meet-
ings Law … are known as the 
‘Ohio Sunshine Laws.’”

O’Brien said social media 
policies are the best way to 
help avoid violation of the Sun-
shine Laws.

“If a township uses social 
media, it needs to have policies 
and procedures in place,” she 
said.

Many elected officials, like 
President Donald Trump, have 
social media accounts to com-

municate with 
the public.

Liberty Town-
ship Trustee 
Shyra Eichhorn 
stated in an email, 
“It is no secret 
social media has 
been one of my 

strongest ways of communicat-
ing with the residents, keeping 
a finger on the pulse of the 
community, and being able to 
answer questions.”

However, if elected officials 
of public boards or a body 
engage together on social 
media, they could be in viola-
tion of the Open Meetings Act, 

which applies if members of a 
public body meet to discuss the 
public’s business.

Resident named CEO of nonprofit
Gazette Staff

Central Ohio is now home to a 
new nonprofit dedicated to recycling 
efforts statewide.

“Today (March 7), I’m 
pleased to announce the 
launch of a new futures 
driven nonprofit recycling 
trade association, the Ohio 
Recycling Coalition,” Renee 
Navarre, Delaware resident 
and CEO for the Ohio 
Recycling Coalition, states in a press 
release issued by the nonprofit.

In addition to her new role, Navarre 
serves as president/owner of Enviro-
Source Waste Solutions LLC, a waste 
consulting firm focused on reducing 

commercial clients’ waste spend while 
increasing landfill diversion. 

During a recent Ohio Recycling 
Coalition board meeting, Bob Ged-

ert, senior consultant 
for Resource Recycling 
Systems, was elected presi-
dent of the Ohio Recycling 
Coalition’s Board of Direc-
tors. Gedert also serves as 
president of the Board of 
Directors for the National 
Recycling Coalition.

The Ohio Recycling Coalition 
Board of Directors, in turn, approved 
the employment of Arley Owens as 
the coalition’s new executive director.

Too many 
powers, 
too much 
to handle
By Kienan O’Doherty
Special to The Gazette

A world without design. 
A world on autopilot.

That was the bottom 
line of 
Randall 
Schweller’s 
presenta-
tion on 
Friday as 
part of the 
Great Deci-
sions 2018 
community 

discussion series on U.S. 
foreign policy.

Schweller, a professor 
of political science and 
social and behavioral 
science at Ohio State Uni-
versity, is the author of 
many books. He also has 
published many articles 
in leading journals, 
including World Politics, 
International Studies 
Quarterly, and Interna-
tional Security.

Schweller was sched-
uled to talk about “The 
Waning of Pax Ameri-
cana,” but first he clari-
fied what the term means.

Elected officials advised to use caution
Man 
indicted 
for liquor 
theft
By Glenn Battishill
gbattishill@aimmediamidwest.com

A Delaware County 
Grand Jury indicted a 
Marengo man Friday and 

charged 
him with 
robbery and 
theft after 
prosecutors 
say he stole 
alcohol 
from a gro-
cery store 
and threat-

ened an employee.
Gary Lee Brewer, 43, 

of Marengo, was indicted 
Friday and charged with 
one count of robbery, a 
second-degree felony, and 
one count of theft, a first-
degree misdemeanor.

Prosecutors report 
Brewer was charged after 
a Feb. 27 incident at the 
Kroger store in Wester-
ville where employees 
called police and said 
a man had taken two 
bottles of liquor and con-
cealed them in his coat.
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The Ohio Revised Code 
defines a meeting as a 
prearranged gathering of 
a majority of the mem-
bers of a public body for 
the purpose of discussing 
public business.

Recently, the topic was 
addressed by the Ohio 
Township Association 
at its winter conference 
by attorneys Benjamin 
Yoder of Frost, Brown, 
Todd, LLC; and Margaret 
Comey of Locke Lord 
LLP.

In their presentation, 
“Social Media and the 
First Amendment,” they 
discussed the best prac-
tices for elected officials 

to maintain personal 
sites.

The two attorneys 
addressed the Open 
Meetings Act, stating 
elected officials should 
avoid discussions around 
“township business with 
each other on social 
media.” The attorneys 
also advised that elected 
officials should avoid 
discussing the public 
business of the township 
altogether.

Cathy Buehrer, Lib-
erty Township’s human 
resource manager, said 
she was recently asked 
about the township’s 
social media policy by 
one of the trustees. She 
reviewed the OTA Winter 
Conference presentation 
and consulted with Chris 
Betts, Delaware County 

assistant prosecutor, for 
advice on the matter.

In an email to all 
three Liberty Township 
trustees, Buehrer wrote, 
“(Betts) advised that pub-
lic officials, trustees, do 
not become members of 
these types of forums as 
the temptation (and) abil-
ity to participate in chats 
which would be a violation 
of the … sunshine law(s),” 
she said in her email. “If 
a trustee posts something 
regarding township busi-
ness on their personal site 
and other trustees have 
access to post on that 
Facebook site, then the 
potential for violation of 
the law is there.”

“As long as the com-
ments (or) chats are 
about non-township 
related business, there 

is no violation,” Buehrer 
also stated in her email 
to the trustees. “So, bot-
tom line and per legal 
counsel, trustees should 
not comment about town-
ship business on social 
media sites, and it is rec-
ommended that trustees 
remove themselves from 
these types of sites or, 
at the very least, do not 
comment on any issues 
that may be considered 
township business.”

In December, Orange 
Township Trustee Lisa 
Knapp was confronted 
by residents with accusa-
tions that she had blocked 
them from her personal 
Facebook page.

One of the residents, 
Patrick Grubbe, said 
his concern was about 
the censoring of public 

comments. He said if the 
policy is to limit public 
comment, then all medi-
ums should operate in 
identical ways.

“Dialogue with citizens 
is extremely important,” 
Grubbe said. “When you 
block comments and 
when you block people, 
you’re censoring your 
citizens.”

According to Orange 
Township Administra-
tor Lee Bodnar, there is 
only one official township 
Facebook page, and the 
current social media poli-
cy only governs that page, 
but it does not govern 
any of the trustee pages.

Larry Crile, mayor of 
the Village of Ostrander, 
has run into problems 
with getting information 
out to the public because 

the villages has to follow 
the rules set by the Ohio 
Revised Code. He said 
Facebook is not bound 
by the rules of the Ohio 
Revised Code like the vil-
lage is as a government 
entity.

“If you get information 
from some of the social 
medias, sometimes it’s 
not the information we 
… put out in the public 
record …,” he said.

Crile said due to the 
back and forth of com-
ments, the original mes-
sage becomes distorted.

“How do we come 
up with a way to reach 
people that choose to get 
their information through 
social media?” he asked.

Contact D. Anthony Botkin at 740-
413-0902. Follow him on Twitter @
dabotkin.
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“Another way of thinking 
about it is the liberal interna-
tional order,” Schweller said. 
“The term does get thrown 
around a lot, and it really 
means more international sta-
bility (than peace), because 
there hasn’t been too much 
peace in the world.”

Schweller said a world record 
has been set for the longest 
period without a great-power 
war, and that “Pax-Americana 
is peaceful if you’re just looking 

at the great powers.”
According to Schweller, a 

world populated by dozens 
of power centers will prove 
extremely difficult to navigate 
and control.

“Herding a few cats is no 
simple task; herding dozens of 
them is an impossible one,” he 
said.

One of the challenges the 
world faces is the evolution 
of transmitting information. 
Schweller said he believes peo-
ple are facing entropy as well.

“Entropy is not only on 
the rise in the international 
system,” Schweller said. “Indi-
viduals, too, are experiencing 

greater personal entropy as 
they discover they are inca-
pable of handling the speed at 
which digital information is 
transmitted. Information rains 
down faster and thicker by the 
day.”

Attendees had many ques-
tions, and some had their con-
cerns.

“I like how clear he was with 
us in the beginning, saying he 
was a Republican,” attendee 
Jo Eastham said. “I did think 
he was a little disorganized, 
and that his three main points 
should’ve been handed out to 
us.”

Others agreed with 

Schweller.
“There’s an outburst of small 

groups in the world that are 
doing significant activities on a 
local level,” attendee Ed Hoar 
said. “And altogether, they con-
stitute a major force in chang-
ing the world. So, he could be 
right in that sense.”

Great Decisions 2018 is 
Delaware’s free community 
discussion series about cur-
rent U.S. foreign policy. It runs 
every Friday at noon through 
March 23 at the William Street 
United Methodist Church, 28 
W. William St.

Kienan O’Doherty is a journalism major at 
Ohio Wesleyan University.
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“A Kroger employee 
followed the suspicious 
customer to the parking 
lot, calling out for him 
to stop,” said Delaware 
County Prosecutor Carol 
O’Brien. “The man began 
repeating that he was 
going to shoot the employ-
ee, who then backed off, 
as the man drove away.”

Prosecutors report the 
employee later picked 
Brewer out of a photo line-
up and alleged he was the 
man who stole the liquor.

An arraignment in 
Delaware County Com-
mon Pleas Court has not 
yet been set, but Judge 
Everett H. Krueger will 
preside over the case.

According to the Ohio 
Revised Code, the poten-
tial prison sentence for 
a second-degree felony 
is between two to eight 
years in prison, and the 
potential sentence for the 
first-degree misdemeanor 
is up to 180 days in jail.

Brewer was in the Dela-
ware County Jail Sunday.

Glenn Battishill can be reached 
at 740-413-0903 or on Twitter @
BattishillDG.
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“I am excited to be the board 
president and a charter member 
for the Ohio Recycling Coali-
tion, which we have established 
to assist in the positive finan-
cial impact of Ohio’s recycling 
industry, while providing for 
a sustainable future for our 
next generation,” Gedert said. 
“Working in step with Renee 
Navarre and Arley Owens, our 
overarching goal is to make a 
major difference in Ohio’s sus-
tainable focused businesses and 

the recycling industry.
“Together, we will strive to 

align the Ohio Recycling Coali-
tion’s mission with that of the 
National Recycling Coalition, 
which is, ‘To partner with and 
facilitate activities between and 
among non-profit organizations, 
businesses, trade associations, 
individuals and government 
to maintain a prosperous and 
productive American recycling 
system that is committed to 
the conservation of natural 
resources.’”

Owens, a recycling advocate 
and career sustainability profes-
sional, added, “I am honored to 
be the first executive director 

for the Ohio Recycling Coali-
tion. Renee, Bob and I have 
crafted an aggressive action 
plan designed to serve Ohio’s 
recycling, reuse, remanufactur-
ing and waste minimization 
businesses.

“This month, we will also 
kickoff an Ohio Recycling Coali-
tion Charter Membership Drive 
for like-minded individuals, 
along with sustainable focused 
businesses, organizations, colleg-
es, universities and government 
agencies who wish to join with 
us to work together to build a 
better and brighter sustainable 
economic future for Ohio’s next 
generation,” Owens said.

The Ohio Recycling Coali-
tion’s purpose is to provide 
business resource assistance for 
new start up and established 
recycling, reuse, remanufactur-
ing and waste minimization 
focused businesses.

The Ohio Recycling Coali-
tion is headquartered at the 
Dublin Entrepreneurial Center, 
565 Metro Place S., Suite 300, 
Dublin.

For more information on the 
new recycling coalition, visit 
www.orcreycles.org or contact 
Owens at aowens@orcrecycles.
org or 614-571-7954.

Information for this story was provided by 
the Ohio Recycling Coalition.
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Ohio eyeing new 
voting machines

COLUMBUS (AP) — Ohio 
lawmakers are considering a 
$115 million plan that would 
help counties buy new voting 
machines.

Republican state Sen. Frank 
LaRose presented the proposal 
Thursday, The Plain Dealer 
reported . Lawmakers agree 
new machines are needed before 
the 2020 election but funding 
for the overhaul remains an 
issue. Secretary of State John 
Husted, who is a candidate for 
lieutenant governor, estimates 
new voting equipment will cost 
at least $118 million.

Under LaRose’s plan, money 
would be divided based on the 
number of registered voters in 
each county. Counties would 
be able to choose between elec-
tronic machines and lower-cost 
scanning equipment.

“Each county should make 
the decision based on what 
they think is best for their 
county,” LaRose said.

The County Commissioners 
Association of Ohio and the 
Ohio Association of Election 
Officials support LaRose’s plan.

LaRose, of Hudson, is 
seeking to become secretary 
of state in November. His 
opponent, Democratic state 
Rep. Kathleen Clyde, of Kent, 
believes the state should tap its 
capital budget bill for funding. 
Clyde encourages the use of 
paper ballots, which are secure 
from cyber attacks.

“Using a different unknown 
process for voting machine fund-
ing adds uncertainty and could 
result in further controversial 
changes to our election laws,” 
Clyde said in a statement.

Husted said the state needs 
to act now to ensure that test-
ing of machines is completed 

in 2019, well in advance of the 
2020 presidential election.

Chief: Mourning 
period to end

WESTERVILLE (AP) — The 
police chief in a central Ohio 
city where two officers were 
slain last month while respond-
ing to a 911 hang-up call said 
the department’s official mourn-
ing period has ended.

Westerville Police Chief 
Joseph Morbitzer said in a 
statement this week that mourn-
ing period ended Saturday.

Morbitzer says he’s received 
numerous inquiries from resi-
dents and businesses asking 
when they should remove blue 
ribbons and replace blue light 
bulbs.

Officers Anthony Morelli and 
Eric Joering were fatally shot 
after entering a Westerville 
home Feb. 10. Thirty-year-old 
Quentin Smith was shot by the 
officers and faces aggravated 
murder charges.

Morbitzer said that while the 
mourning period has ended, “it 
is our goal to live the ideals and 
values of Tony and Eric each 
and every day.”

Cedar Point to 
hire 5K workers

SANDUSKY (AP) — Cedar 
Point Amusement Park in 
northern Ohio will be holding 
job fairs to hire 5,000 people 
for the coming season.

The (Cleveland) Plain 
Dealer reports the park will 
pay between $9.25 and $12.50 
an hour for jobs that include 
ride operations, food and bever-
age, games, entertainment and 
maintenance.

Job fairs are planned for 4-7 
p.m. March 22 and 2-5 p.m. 

April 8 at Castaway Bay in 
Sandusky. The park encourages 
applicants to first apply online. 
Employee benefits include on-
site housing, free parking, free 
tickets for family and friends 
and discount merchandise.

The park opens for the sea-
son on Saturday, May 5.

Republic Steel 
plans restart

LORAIN (AP) — Republic 
Steel says it plans to restart a 
northeast Ohio steel plant that 
could bring back more than 
1,000 jobs in response to Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s tariffs on 
steel and aluminum imports.

The Elyria Chronicle-Tele-
gram reports Republic Steel 
announced Thursday that 
it’s “positioned” to restart its 
Lorain facility in the coming 
months. Plans include restart-
ing its idled electric arc fur-
nace, casters and rolling mills.

The Canton-based company 
said in a news release that it’s 
ready to respond quickly to 
increased demand for steel in 
the U.S. The company says 
with its open capacity at a melt 
shop in Canton that it could 
bring more than 1 million tons 
of new production to market.

The company says it has 
been maintaining the Lorain 
plant idled since 2016 antici-
pating a restart.

Supreme Court 
to hear challenge

COLUMBUS (AP) — The 
Ohio Supreme Court will hear 
a convicted murderer’s chal-
lenge of what he considers to 
be excessive court costs.

The issue before the court is 
whether judges should consider 
offenders’ future ability to pay 

costs when they’re asked to 
modify those expenses.

Lawyers for James Dunson 
says it will take him years to 
pay off the more than $6,000 in 
court costs assessed after his 
2013 murder conviction.

The Montgomery County 
Prosecutor’s Office says noth-
ing in state law requires judges 
to determine whether a pris-
oner has a present or future 
ability to pay court costs.

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day scheduled oral arguments 
for April 24.

The case comes during a 
national debate over whether 
the imposition of fines, fees or 
bail is a tactic to simply raise 
money.

Ledge jumper 
sues officials

COLUMBUS (AP) — A man 
who jumped from a second-
floor jail ledge onto a concrete 
floor and broke both of his legs 
and ankles is suing five south-
eastern Ohio counties claiming 
the jail denied him medication 
and care while withdrawing 
from an anti-anxiety drug.

The Zanesville Times-
Recorder reports Richard 
White’s federal lawsuit says 
White’s doctor had been taper-
ing him off benzodiazepines 
before his February 2016 arrest 
for a parole violation.

White was jailed at the 
Southeastern Ohio Regional 
Jail, which is used by Hock-
ing, Morgan, Vinton, Perry 
and Adams counties. He has 
sued commissioners from those 
counties and the jail’s warden.

An attorney for the insur-
ance company that provides 
coverage to the jail couldn’t be 
reached for comment.

The lawsuit seeks damages in 
excess of $75,000.

Rebates for 
charging spots

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 
Four real estate development 
companies will receive rebates 
for installing electric vehicle 
charging stations at their apart-
ment and condominium com-
plexes in central Ohio.

The Columbus Dispatch 
reports the developers will 
receive a total of $170,000 from 
Smart Columbus for installing 
stations at 11 properties in and 
around Columbus during the 
next year.

Smart Columbus is an organi-
zation funded with grants won 
in a competition to provide job 
and economic opportunities and 
improve people’s quality of life.

The organization says charg-
ing stations are a rare commod-
ity at apartment and condo-
minium complexes.

Smart Columbus says less 
than 1 percent of vehicles sold 
in central Ohio in 2015 were 
electric powered.

Father, son  
fatally shot

CINCINNATI (AP) — Police 
say a man and his adult son 
have been fatally shot at a 
home in Cincinnati.

The Cincinnati police homi-
cide unit says officers were 
sent to the home shortly before 
1 a.m. Sunday after someone 
found the bodies of 57-year-old 
Michael Myatt and 30-year-old 
Matthew Myatt.

No suspects have been 
arrested.

A neighbor told WCPO-TV 
that she heard gunshots around 
9:30 or 10 p.m. Saturday. She 
says she sent a message to Mat-
thew Myatt but didn’t receive 
a reply.


