Q75 e




Craft Beer
& Wmo

Rotary

x;qw
Club of Downtown Macon 8

MBCowf LQVCJQKT Selec’non

. L : = - . €
Je /1 7 All P;zza? Made wﬁl«' ] |
. E ﬂ]la e Homemade DOUCJI'\ P

..r:Plzza ReaL Cheese, & fresh TOPPIHCJQI
A, | _:—-qh-h
www, ;nateﬂdewttacjep;zza com (478) 750-8488 |




TASTE THE §EST!

Since 1908, Lane Southern Orchards has grown the
best-tasting peaches, pecans and strawberries in the
South. Stop by, enjoy a delicious lunch and sample
some of our Georgia Grown products. Enjoy our-
home-made peach cobbler and relax in a rocking chail
on our front porch. Everythlng will be just peachy!
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WelcometoMacon,wheresoullives. The essence
of ourcity's soul has thrived for millennia. Before
therise of CapricornRecords producedtheiconic
sounds of SouthernRock—andlegendaryartistslike
OtisRedding, the AllmanBrothers, andLLittle Richard
plantedroots hereand giftedtheirvocalstothe
world—the spiritof soultraced back evenfurtherto
theindigenous Mississippian culture, the ancestors of
the Muscogee (Creek) Nationwho likely laid the beat.

Nowwhenyouenter Macon's downtown corridor—
namedin 2024 asaGreat American Main Street—you'll
be greetedby thelanguage of the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation onourstreetsigns. Thishistoric heart of
our cityisalive withshops, eateries, andrenovated
outdoorpublic spaceslike Cotton Avenue Plazaand
RosaParks Square.Near H&H—apioneeringrestau-
rantthatfedthe Allman Brothers Band—are storefront
shopsandsmallbusinessesbeggingtobe explored.

Here, the future of soulis alive, promising visitors
anextraordinary experience.Macon’'smusic sceneis
thrivingwithrising starsrecordingat Capricorn.Bump
intoartistsatlegendaryvenueslike Grant's Lounge
or the Capitol Theatre. With sold out shows by artists
like Macon-native Jason Aldean, the AtriumHealth
Amphitheaterhasbecome Central Georgia's premier
music venue. Take advantage of Macon’'s All-Access
Music Pass, which offers discounted admittance atour
music museums and visitor attractions. Find outmore
atvisitmacon.org/allaccess.

VisitMacon offers customized exploring through
Rock Candy Tours, mostof whichdepartfromthe
downtownvisitor center. Optionsinclude the Free
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Birds & Night Owls Walking Tour, Macon Macabre
Walking Tour, and the favorite Soul Sights Driving
Tour.Don't miss our step-on-and-step-off experience
tours, like the Kegs and Stills Tasting Tour of brew-
eriesandadistillery orthe African American Music
Experience.

Come discover your favorite new sportin Macon,
known as the “center of the pickleverse” now that it
has the world's largest indoor pickleball center with
two levels and 32 courts. This facility, along with the
largest outdoor court facility in Georgia at Tatnall
Square Park, make us a premier hub for the sport.

Dropinto ourdowntown visitor center, giveusacall,
orlogontovisitmacon.org. Welookforwardto helping
craftyour soulfuljourney toMacon.

GARY WHEAT

Presidentand CEO, VisitMacon
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In 1969 a revolution was launched from the streets of Macon, , consisting of

guitars, bass, keyboards, drums, and a uniquely spirited brotherhood. The
revolutionaries of record were the Allman Brothers Band, who, as the founders of
what became known as Southern rock, changed the course of popular American |
music and turned Macon into the recording hot bed of the 1970s.

Open: Thurs-Sat 11-6 & Sun 11-4 « Available for Rentals & Corporate Events
2321 Vineville Ave. «+ Macon, GA 31204 - 478-741-5551 /) ]
thebighousemuseum.org \ /) E
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G&G Limousine Services of Atlanta serves
many business executives, celebrities,
leisure travelers, and families daily. It is
our fop priority to maintain excellence in
service, professionalism, safety measures,
and procedures.

We offer airport transfers, point-to-point,
sporting and special events, conventions,
proms, weddings, bachelor/bachelorette
parties, or just a night on the fown.

%Wmm

——— O Clbllania ——

770.656.8651

6412 Century Park Place, SE

Mableton, Georgia 30126
gandglimousine.com
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TUBMAN PAN AFRICAN FESTIVAL

Celebrate and learn at the same time at the
Pan African Festival, which highlights African
culture through music, dance, art, and
cuisine. This vibrant event showcases the
diversity and unity of the African diaspora.

MAGNOLIA SOAP BOX DERBY

This free, family-friendly annual event brings the
excitement of a soap box derby to Washington Square
Park, where hundreds come to watch creatively built
cars race down Magnolia Street and to enjoy food,
drinks, and kid-friendly activities.

JUST TAP'D CRAFT BEER FESTIVAL

Experience this festival that has become a local
favorite in downtown Macon. Enjoy diverse craft
brews from all over the country, live music, yard
games like giant Jenga, and delicious artisan bites
from local vendors.

FIRED WORKS CERAMIC EXHIBITION AND SALE

Discover thousands of unique ceramic pieces

at Fired Works. This exhibition and sale feature
functional and sculptural masterpieces crafted by
regional artists, perfect for collectors and enthusi-
asts. This is the largest ceramic sale and exhibition in
the state. April 25-May 3

BRAGG JAM

Rock out at Bragg Jam, Macon'’s premier music
festival that was founded nearly 25 years ago to
create, support, and promote live music in Macon.
Featuring local and national artists, it offers two
exciting nights of live performances across multiple
venues like the Capitol Theatre, Capricorn Studios,
and Grant's Lounge.

ust
MACON FILM FESTIVAL

Explore independent cinema through screenings,
workshops, and panels that offer animmersive
experience for film lovers. Venues across town
include the Douglass Theatre, Georgia Sports Hall of
Fame, and the Museum of Arts and Sciences.

visitmacon.org
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OCMULGEE INDIGENOUS CELEBRATION

Celebrate Southeastern indigenous
communities through traditional music,
dance, crafts, and storytelling. Held at the
Ocmulgee Mounds National Historical Park,

attendees can explore more than eight miles
of beautiful trails and learn about 17,000
years of human history.

KING OF SOUL MUSIC FESTIVAL

Celebrate the King of Soul, the late Otis Redding,
with a music festival in the city where he was raised.
Featuring live performances and a fundraiser for the
Otis Redding Center for the Arts, the Macon City
Auditorium comes alive at this soulful showcase.

MACON PRIDE

Panels, parties, perfor-
mances, and a pageant
highlight the festivities
honoring the LGBTQ+
community. Don't miss
karaoke in the park, live
concerts, jam sessions on
Coleman Hill, and more.

»

-

visitmacon.org

MURAL FEST

Sponsored by the Macon Arts Alliance, popular
localmuralists paint Macon businesses while
spectatorswalkaroundand enjoy watching the
creative process. The publicisinvitedto meet
theartistsatthe Mural Celebration Party on
Saturday night.

October
MACON BEYOND

Explore the spooky side of Maconwith programming
of allscare levels—fromtiny hauntsto terrifying
treats.Enjoy morethan 50 events suchasmovie
showings, storytelling, corn mazes, hauntedtours, or
creepy cocktail experiences.

MACON BEER FEST

Raise a glass and sip samples from more than 100
varieties of craft beer (and wine), taste nibbles from
food vendors, peruse arts and crafts, and listen to
live music on two stages. One of Georgia's top beer
celebrations, it's sponsored by the Rotary Club

of Downtown Macon to bring awareness to men'’s
prostate health.

STEPHEN COOK
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FESTIVAL OF TREES

Celebrate the holidays with Macon's Festival of Trees
at the Museum of Arts and Sciences. View more

than 40 beautifully decorated trees by local artists,
businesses, and community organizations. Through
January 1, 2026

MACON BURGER WEEK

Get your official burger passport and get ready for
beef, buns, and burger bliss. Indulge in nine days of
creative, mouth-watering burgers created at local
restaurants as chefs compete for bragging rights and
a spotin the Burger Hall of Fame.

MACON CHRISTMAS LIGHT EXTRAVAGANZA

Experience the magic of the holidays during
the city's Christmas Light Extravaganza.
Stroll through four downtown historic blocks
to admire more than one million twinkling
lights, with displays synchronized to music
arranged and performed by the Macon Pops.
November 25, 2025-January 1, 2026

(December

LITTLE RICHARD'S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

Celebrate the legacy of the “Architect of Rock 'n’
Roll,” Little Richard, in his hometown. Enjoy live per-
formances, cultural tributes, and special events that
celebrate his unique style and influential persona.
December 5

Scan to find more
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MUSEUM OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Learnand have funatthis comprehensive community
museum, where visitors canexploreafull-dome
planetarium, visitanimalslike the Burmese python
and chinchillaatthe mini-zoo, interact with exhibits at
DiscoveryHouse, and view Georgia's only Science on
aSphereinstallation.masmacon.org

MACON ROCKS

The namefitsforthis climbingand fitnessfacility,
where eventhe mosttimid beginner canrentgear,
takeaclass,andenduplovingthe viewfromthe top!
Alreadyaseasoned climber? Take advantage of day
passes or purchase amembership for unlimited visits.
maconrocks.com

THE GEORGIA SPORTS HALL OF FAME

Located downtown, thiswhimsical, ballpark-style
facility honorsthe Peach State's sports-related
history, fromamateurto collegetopro.More than
400inducteeslinethehall of fame, andvisitors can
nominate afavorite athlete or coach.
georgiasportshalloffame.com

THE TUBMAN AFRICAN AMERICAN MUSEUM

Opensince 1985andthelargestintheregion
honoring African American culture, history,andarts,
thisdowntown mainstay is a must-see. Exhibits have
includedfilmmaker Tyler Perry and Black musicians of
Atlanta, while eventsrange from Juneteenth parties
to grill cook-offsand more. tubmanmuseum.com

PIN STRIKES

Striking outonhowto entertain the family? Head to
this entertainment spotfeaturingbowling, lasertag,
bumper cars, arcade games,and more. Grab a bite or
beverage atthe on-siterestaurant, serving American
favorites.pinstrikes2.com

LANE SOUTHERN ORCHARDS

Thisfarminnearby Fort Valleyis aone-stop shop for
Southernfare.Special events happenyear-round,
andvisitors canwitnessthe peach-packingprocess.
Visitthe cafetonoshonaslow-roastedpulledpork
sandwich, thenindulgeinhomemade peach cobbler.
lanesouthernorchards.com

RIGBY'S ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX

Rigby's has everythingyouneedforaday of fun. Play
mini golf, drive bumper cars, roller skate allnight with
DJD-Whip,and more. Grab food with the family at
the on-siterestaurantorenjoytheviewandupscale
tapasatGracie's Rooftop Bar.rigbysec.com

MUSEUM OF AVIATION

Laudedasthe second-largestmuseumofthe U.S.
AirForceandthe fourthmost-visited museum of
the Department of Defense, this sprawling facility
includes four exhibitbuildings, giving visitorsan
up-closelookatmilitaryandaviation history.
museumofaviation.org

OCMULGEE MOUNDS NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

Viewthousands of culturalartifactsand explore

the trails of this surrounding park, where the largest
archaeologicaldigin Americatookplace.Forkidsin
searchofachallenge, the Ocmulgee Moundsjunior
rangerprogramisawaytolearn, explore,and protect
valuableresources.nps.gov/index.htm

ARTSPACE MACON

Skip pretentiousand go straightto artsy with this
neighborhood studioforallartists. Choose from
classesandworkshopsincluding wreath-making,
painting, andjournaling, orbookanartistic projectin
the DIY studio.artspacemacon.com

MACON GIGGLES AND WIGGLES

Don'tpullyourhairoutonrainy days. Take those
energizedkidstothisindoor playground founded by
aMontessoriteacher. The kids willdo more than have
agoodtime—they'lllearn, engage, andboosttheir
creativity.macongiggleswiggles.com

THE 567 CENTER

Looking forahubtomeetotherartists? The 567
CenterfocusesonelevatingMacon's creative core
withregular exhibitions, classes, volunteeroppor-
tunities,andanannual “AllHands" art festival. Visit,
shareideas,and make Maconmorevibrant.
the567center.org

visitmacon.org
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MACON, GEORGIA

VSFURTS & EVENTS

RHYTHMANDRALLY.COM

THE WORLD'S LARGEST

INDOOR PICKLEBALL FACILITIY

Come visit and enjoy an amazing pickleball experience at Rhythm & Rally Sports & Events. Our

state-of-the-art 32-court indoor facility is located in the heart of Macon, Georgia. Equipped with an

on-site pro shop, we cater to everyone—from beginners in need of paddle rentals to seasoned players

looking to explore the latest equipment. From classes, clinics, events, organized play, and nationally
recognized tournaments, we offer something for all skill levels.

|
ALL WELCOME FOR EVERYONE ACCESSIBLE
Join a vibrant community There's something for everyone, Enjoy our drop-in open play or
of players at all ages. whether you're here to learn, compete, reserve your own court.

or just have fun.

VISIT THE CENTER
OF THE PICKLEVERSE!

Grab your paddle, rally your friends,
and expereince Macon, Georgia.

Access from 1-75 & I-475 | 3661 Eisenhower Parkway, Macon GA 31206
rhythmandrally.com | 478-200-0178 | info@rhythmandrally.com




STEAKS

Fall-off-the- Bone
STEAKS

Fresh- Baked
BREAD

TMNade- -Scratch

5080 RIVERSIDE DRIVE | MACON, GA | (478) 477-3777
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NAILI(A:A] OTIS REDDING CENTER FOR THE ARTS

Thelegendary singer Otis Redding always understood
the value of education—especially music education—
toenrichone'slifeand community. Evenbefore he
diedtragicallyatage 26, Reddingwasusing hisfame
andfortunetofundscholarshipsforyoungstudents.
And morethanhalfacenturysince his passing, the
foundationwas started by ZelmaRedding, hiswidow,
usinghisnameto continue thatwork throughthe Otis
Redding Centerforthe Artsinhishometown of Macon.

“"We wantto give kids a state-of-the-artfacility,and
moreimportantly, asafe space, to
exploremusicandthearts,” says
Justin Andrews, the center’'s devel-
opmentdirectorandRedding'’s
grandson."Everykiddoesn'tsingor
playaninstrument—buteveryone
hasatalentforartistic expression.
Wewantto givethemanoutlet.”

Openingthisyear, The Otis
Redding Center forthe Arts willbe a multipurpose
facility with lab space for private lessons, rehearsals,
workshops, and studying theoryin music, dance,
andperformingarts. There are alsoworld-class
studios where budding youngartists cannotonly
recordtheirworks, butthey canalsolearnproduction
and engineering on cutting-edge software and
equipment.

The Centerwillbe anextensionand newhome of

“WEWANTTO
GIVEKIDS A SAFE SPACE
TOEXPLORE R EASLC
ANDTHE QUL S

*tis Redding
gﬂm % Arts

the programming the Otis Redding Foundation
hasbeenleadingsince 2007.Forinstance, Camp
Dreamisaweek-longeventthatintroducesyoung
children,ages5to 11,tomusic, visual arts,and dance
asforms of self-expression. Meanwhile, Otis Music
Campisatwo-weekretreatforolderstudentsages
12t0 18, designed to empower themas musicians.
Thisincludesworking withthem on songwriting
and exposing themtothe music business, teaching
themtonavigateanever-changingindustryaswell
asimpartinginvaluable skills thatwill serve themin
anyfield."Wewantthemto take
itdeeper,” says Andrews."Our
kids understandwriting music,
production, mixing,and mastering,
buttheyalsolearnaboutlicensing
and copyrightandfinancialliteracy.”
The Centerwon'tjustbe for
kids. Therewillalsobeinteractive
exhibitsand kiosks wherevisitors
canlearnabout Georgia music historyand, of course,
OtisReddinghistory. A250-seat outdooramphitheater
infront of the buildingwillbe opento the publicand
provide an epicenter of music fordowntownMacon. But
eventhesethingsare partiallymeanttodrawartiststo
theareasothey mightinstilltheirwisdom, experience,
andinspirationtothe children."Wewanttoreachas
many childrenaswe possibly can,” says Andrews. “We
wantto enrichtheirlives onadaily basis.”

visitmacon.org
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ALLMAN BROTHERS PILGRIMAGE

Therearefewactsinrockhistorywhowereasdown-
to-earthasthe AllmanBrothers Band—so grounded
thatfanscanessentiallyretrace their historyinMacon.
Startatthe BigHouse museum,a Tudor-stylehome
wherebassistBerry Oakley, his family,and Duane and
GreggAllmanlivedwhenthe bandfirstcameto Georgia
in1970.Nowamuseum, thehome features guitars,
clothing, posters, trophies, otherband memorabilia,
andarecreationof Duane’'sbedroom.

visitmacon.org

Thenhead downto H&H Restaurant, the band'’s
frequentsource for soulfood (try the fried chicken
and collards). Visitthefinalrestingplaces of Duane,
Gregg,and Oakleyin Rose Hill Cemetery, where
hardcore Allman enthusiasts seek out the statue of
12-year-old MarthaEllis, whichinspired their song
"Little Martha,” and the grave of Elizabeth Reed
Napier, inspirationfortheir classic song, “InMemory
of Elizabeth Reed."




CAPRICORN RECORDS

Knownasthebirthplace of SouthernRock, the
significance of Capricornstretchesbackto Soul,
whennone otherthan Otis Reddingwas apartial
owner of the building. His partners Phil Walden

and Jerry Wexler eventually built the studio, which
capturedandfostered the seminalsounds ofthe
AllmanBrothers Band and awide array of artists from
Percy Sledgetothe Charlie Daniels Band. Today, the
museumfeaturesaself-guidedtour of letters, photos,
interviews, and artwork,and more impressively,a
digitalrecord binwithsample tracks from Capricorn'’s
vastdiscography.

TRAILS/TOURS

Maconis an easy townto getaround onyour own.And
ifyouareinto the self-guidedtour, you can download
thefree Tour Maconapp from Google Play or Apple to
followatyourownpace.Butif you'd still preferaguide,
therearealsoplenty of greattoursyou canbook.
Forinstance, Rock Candy Tours powered by Visit
Macon offers customized experiences based onyour
interest,includingmusic. Their Free Birds & Night
Owls Walking Tour features stopsatallthecity’s
music heritage sites,and the Rock & Soul Riding
Tourisabroadertouronwheels. Youcanalsosee
performancesbythe hottestacts currently touring,

[T SRR | Csoramara (e
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like The Black Crowes, Jason Aldean, and Koe Wetzel,
by grabbingtickets at Atrium Health Amphitheater,
the area's newestoutdoor music venue.

MERCER SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

The Robert McDuffie Center for StringsatMercer's
Townsend School of Musicisrenowned for producing
world-class musicians.Fourtimesayear, these
studentsjoinforceswiththe Atlanta Symphony
Orchestraand celebrity gueststoperformatMacon's

Piedmont Grand OperaHouse. Come hearthese
prodigies pluckand bow through Brahms, Beethoven,
Coplan,and Haydn—as wellas some contemporary
surprises (including hip-hop). These quarterly
concertsselloutfast; thevenuealsohostsaseason
of nationally touring Broadway shows.

visitmacon.org

MACON MUSIC REVUE

Aswonderfulasthelibrary ofrecorded Macon music
is,there’snothinglike hearingitlive. Unfortunately,
many of our greatestartistsarenolongerwith
usorperforming. Butthe nextbestthingisthe
Macon Music Review, agroup of local musicians
thatbreatheslifeinto the city's ultimate playlist.
Every Wednesday nightat Grant’s Lounge, this
Preservation Hall-style collective (including two
graduates of the Otis Redding Center for Arts) plays
the hitsand deep cuts from Macon mainstays like
Little Richard, Otis Redding, and the Allman Brothers
Band, alongwith covers from otherbands with
connectionstothecity, like R.E.M.

e ey

STEPHEN COOK




LEVERAGING MACON'S
MUSIC HERITAGE
TO CREATE MACON'’S
MUSIC FUTURE

=

MUSEUM HOURS
MONDAY - TUESDAY: CLOSED
WEDNESDAY - THURSDAY: 11 A.M. - 6 P.M.
FRIDAY - SATURDAY: 10 A.M. - 6 P.M.
SUNDAY: 10 A.M. - 3 P.M.

STUDIO TOURS
FRIDAY - SUNDAY: 10 A.M.

ADMISSION
MUSEUM: $7
STUDIO TOURS: $10

2,

/12

540 MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BOULEVARD
MACON, GEORGIA 31201

478.257.5327 | CAPRICORN.MERCER.EDU



GET OUTSIDE

A short trip from downtown, the city's natural attractions are
packed with serene adventures and ancient wonders
BY JOSH GREEN

20 visitmacon.org
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NI OCMULGEE MOUNDS

Avisitto Ocmulgee Mounds National Historical Park,
situated within easy biking distance of downtown
Macon,isarevelatory, educational,and culturally
enrichingexperienceinanancientsetting.Butin
terms of tourismandinternationalrecognition, all
indications are the parkisjustgetting started.

Oncehometothelargestarcheological dig
America's ever seen, the prehistoric AmericanIndian
sitewith deeptiestotoday’'s Muscogee (Creek)
Nation has counted 17,000 years* of continuous
human habitation.Handmade earthworks tower
up tonine stories, withawiderbase thanthe Great
Pyramids of Giza. Avast collection of more than 2,000
artifactsand other objects datingbackfrom 12,000
BCEareatthe visitor center'smuseum. Andthereare
abouteightmiles of hikingandbiking trails.

Now, afteracenturyoftrying, Georgia'sfirst
nationalparkhas neverbeenclosertofruition. A
Congressionalbillwith bipartisan, bicameral support
issetto establishthehistorically protected, 2,800-
acre Ocmulgee Mounds memorial site and surround-
ingareasasthe 64th National Parkand Preserveinthe
U.S.Thisdesignationwill elevate the Macon attraction
amongthelikes of Yellowstone, Yosemite, Grand
Canyon, Joshua Tree, and Great Smoky Mountains
nationalparks.

“ﬂ here's a lothere that

Accordingto Tracie Revis, director ofadvocacy
forthe Ocmulgee National Parkand Preserve
Initiative (ONPPI), a conservationistgroup thathas
spearheadedthe designation effort, thisstatusis
anopportunity forthe countrytoacknowledgea
tumultuous historyandbegintohealalarge-standing
inequality forallthe peoplesrepresentedinthe
history oftheland. Annualattendanceis expectedto
[ ]

- ..
o 3 [ )

goes into the hwtory and _ \.\.
founding of this country." " )°
swellfromanaverage of 250,000 visitors toroughly
1.4 million, with an additional $33 millioninannual
revenue forthe Macon area—potentiallyaneconomic
game-changer.

"Peopletravelfromall overtheworldto see
ancientcivilizations,” says Revis,aMuscogee (Creek)
Nation citizen."That'swhatwe had here. We had the
infrastructure of theroads, the commerce,andwe
tradedwith settlersforhundreds of yearsbefore
removal. There'salothere thatgoesintothe history
and founding of this country.”

Tohelpaccommodate crowds, the national park
wouldincreasetomorethanfourtimesitscurrent

* While this figure is contested, it's what Ocmulgee National Park and Preserve Initiative uses.

visitmacon.org
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Amerson.River Park

22

size byincorporatingBond Swamp National Wildlife
Refugeintoits planned 35,000-acre boundaries. The
swamp is eight miles away, so ONPPlandits partners
havebeenacquiringacreageinbetweentoforma
contiguous, protected park thatwould be wovenwith
hikingandbiking trailsand other attractions.“Bond
Swamp canfeelasthickandwetanddiverseasa
Central Americanjungle,” says Seth Clark, ONPPI's
executive directorand Macon's mayor pro-tem."It's
justverydeep downthere.lt'sawesome.”

AMERSON RIVER PARK

Cravinganoutdoor experiencethat'salittlemore
manicured? Amerson River Park,amultifaceted and
beautiful city park situated three miles northwest

of downtown, isabout the size of Atlanta's marquee
greenspace, Piedmont Park, butwiththreeaccess
pointstothe Ocmulgee Riverforadventuroustypes.
There'splenty of funtobe hadonland, too.

visitmacon.org

Beyondthe park’'s grand stone entrance, visitors
willfindlushmeadows, an expansive playground,
andmorethanfourmiles of paved and mulchedtrails
throughwoodsandaround parkloops, some of them
withlovelyriverviews. Five distinctive pavilionsare
availabletorent(from $100forafewhours, up to
$1,000for full-dayaccesstolarger spaces)along
with picnicareasunderthe trees, while The Overlook
perchedabove the Ocmulgeeisconsideredthe park's
scenic centerpiece. Collectively,it'sagrade A(and
award-winning) destination forreconnecting with
nature—andgettingthose stepsin.

OCMULGEE RIVER

The Ocmulgee’swaters are therecreational lifeblood
of Macon.Theriver'srelaxed paceis especially
family-friendly andkind to beginners, whetherthey
choose canoes, kayaks, ortheirown flotationdevices.
Optionswith outfitter Ocmulgee River Expeditions, a

365 DEGREE TOTAL MARKETING
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Ocmulgee River

waters arethe
recreational

lifeblood of Macon.”

visitmacon.org
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GET OUTSIDE

popular choice, range from $25 (abus drop-off with
no gear provided) to multiday excursions. There's
evenatwo-hour nighttime adventure called the Full
MoonFloat, duringwhichboats are bedecked with
glowsticks.

"Wedon'thave the shoals or whitewater that
downtown Columbus does,” notes Seth Clark, “but
we have anice, calmerlazyriver paddle. Paddlingthe
riverishuge.” Severallandings for getting onand off
theriverare dotted throughoutthe city, with wildlife
ranging fromwildhogsanddeertoospreyandeven
bald eagles frequently spotted. Yes, thereare signs
warning of alligators, butaccordingto the aforemen-
tioned outfitters, notasingle onehasbeenspottedon
theirtripsbetween Lake Jackson'sdamand Macon's
Spring StreetBridge.

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES:
BOND SWAMP & PIEDMONT

BothBond Swamp and Piedmontare partofnearly
560 National Wildlife Refuges acrossthe country, but
they offerwildly differentattractionsandterrainon
opposite sides of Macon.

Establishedin 1989 to protect OcmulgeeRiver
floodplainwetlands and adjacentupland habitats, the
Bond Swamp National Wildlife Refugeisayear-round
fishingandhunting paradise with three miles of
public hiking trails. Expectabout 8,600 acres of pure
wilderness aroundthis blackwater swamp, with
old-growthtupeloandcypresstrees, Spanishmoss,
alligators, andincredible biodiversity thatincludes

endangeredandthreatened species.

Twenty-five minutes north of downtown onthe
sameriver, Piedmont National Wildlife Refuge is
much larger (35,000 acres)and part of the hillier, more
granite-heavyMiddle Georgiaecosystemwithloblolly
pinesand hardwoods. Highlightsinclude 50 miles
of gravelroadsthroughavariety of habitatsthatare
opentopublicvehiclesmostoftheyear,and seven
miles of hiking trails for every skill level. Find maps for
navigatingitallattherefuge'svisitors' center.

LAKE TOBESOFKEE

Situatedjustbeyond Macon's city limits, due west of
downtown, picturesque Lake Tobesofkee provides
outdoorrecreation every month of the year, whether
thatmeans sailing, camping, fishing, swimming,
waterskiing, orjusthanging outatone ofthree parks
withwhite-sandbeaches. Spreadacrossalmost
1,800acres, with 35 miles of shorelineandthree
campsites (at Claystone, Arrowhead, and Sandy
Beachparks), the lakeis a perennial hitwiththe bass
fishingcommunity inparticular.
Oneuniqueattractionisinthe pipelineforan
areacalledthe DuckPonds atLake Tobesofkee's
northernmostcovesandtributary; that'swhere
Macon officials willsoonbuild aglamping retreat
forvisitorsoncity-ownedland."It's all off the grid,
withtreehouses, andtherewon’tbe sewerlinesor
anything,” says Clark.“"We're developing that, with
abunchofcoolmazes.lt'sreallyintegratedinto the
landscape,andit'sjustvery pretty.”

Lake Tobesofkee

JEREMY RODGERS



MACON, GEORGIA

southern hospitality
B happens here.

‘ The 1842 Inn blends the amenities of a grand hotel

| and the ambiance of a country inn. Nineteen guest
rooms, hospitality parlors, a spectacular courtyard,

and Central Georgia’s best front porch await

353 College Street - Macon, Georgia 31201
877.452.6599 | 1842inn.com
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Recognized for its remarkable buildings,

Macon boasts more sites on the National

Register of Historic Places than any city
in Georgia BY BETSY RILEY

NJIICELN SOUL SIGHTS TOUR

Hopaboard Macon's “Soul Sights” vantourtogeta
fastoverview of one of the South’'sbest preserved
historic cities, foundedin 1823. Departing fromthe
Visitor's Center, you'llfirst pass Terminal Station, the
c.1916railroad hub designed by Alfred T. Fellheimer,
anarchitectwhoalsohelpeddesignNew York's
Grand Central Station.Nextupisthe century-old
Douglass Theater, an African American—-founded
venue which hostedjazzandblues starslike Otis
Redding, Bessie Smith, James Brown, MaRainey, and
Little Richard. However, the third stopis by farthe
tour'soldestarchitecturalwonder—the Ocmulgee
Mounds. Native Americans builtthese earthen
structures as ceremonial, meeting, andburial places
beginningaround 900 CE. Thelandmarkrepresents
more than 12,000 years of humanhabitationandis
settobe designated Georgia's first National Park.
The 60-minute tourthenwinds back downtown,
whereyou'llviewa city thoughtfully designed to
be greenandwalkable fromthe very beginning.Its
strategiclocationonthe Ocmulgee Riverandthenas
arailroadhub made Maconacommercial centerinthe
19th century. Wealthy manufacturing, agricultural,
andtransportationfamilies settled here and built
grandhomes, churches, and public buildings. Local
flooding kept General Sherman’stroopsatadistance
during his fierymarch, leaving the townrelatively
intact. And, fortunately, visionary 20th-century
Maconitesrecognizedtheirarchitectural heritage

andorganizedtopreserveit.

Thetourroute passessome of Macon’'s 70 orso
historichomes, suchastheiconic McCaw-Massee
House, aturn-of-the-century Beaux-Arts beauty
oftencalledthe “CriscoHouse"becauseits original
owner, manufacturer Wallace E.McCaw, invented
the popular shortening.He supposedly chosethe
exterior's pale-yellowbrickbecauseitwasthe
color of cottonseed oil, his product’s original key
ingredient. Alater owner, William Jordan Massee
Sr..issaidto haveinspired theiconic character “Big
Daddy"inthe Pulitzer Prize-winning CatonaHot Tin
Roof, written by family friend and frequentvisitor
Tennessee Williams.

Macon's sophisticated citizenry builtequally
impressive publicbuildings. Mercer University's
campusisdowntown, withits many historic buildings
nextto Tattnall Square Park, one of the oldesturban
parksinthe nation.The city’'s Grand OperaHouse
startedlifeasthe Academy of Musicinthe 1800s.
Lookingmorelike achurchthanatheater, thefirst
buildingevenhad astained-glassrosewindow. It
wasreplacedin 1904 with a state-of-the-arttheater,
which originally had the largest stage in the South
(aproductionof Ben Hurincluded chariotraces with
live horses!). The sprawling Macon City Auditorium,
builtin 1925, was also designedtoimpress, wrapped
inagrandDoric-style colonnade like a Greektemple.
It's hard to know which came firstin Macon—the
spectacular stages ortheamazing performers.

visitmacon.org
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st. Josgph Catholic Church

Houses of
‘u)orship

The structures belonging to Macon’s
faithcommunity are varied and historic

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Whilethe churchis proudly celebratingits
bicentennial thisyear, the current Gothic
structure was builtin 1852.Noted poet
Sidney Lanier was marriedinthe church.

MULBERRY STREET
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Astapleonits corner of Maconsince 1826,
the churchwas devastated by firein 1965.
Miraculously, the stained glass windows
survivedand one of the firstfemale
architectsin Georgia, Ellamae Ellis League,
designedtherenovatedinterior sanctuary.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH

ThisRomanesque, Neo-Gothic church,
dedicatedin 1903, hastwincross-
toppedspiresthatrise majestically
above Macon’'sskyline.

WASHINGTON AVENUE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Foundedin 1838, thisisbelievedtobethe
oldest African American Presbyterian
ChurchinGeorgia.The currentbrick
structurewas completedin 1904.

TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL

This congregationtracesitsrootsto 1859.
The currenttemple, dedicatedin 1902,

has grand columns, stained-glass windows,
andastained-glassdome.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Thischurchwasfoundedin 1826, justthree
years afterthe city of Maconitself.lts 183-foot
spire has soared above downtownsince 1858.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF MACON

Established by African Americansin
1826, the churchservedbothBlackand
white membersforitsfirsteightyears
butwasthendeededtoitsfounding
congregation. The current Gothic-style
buildingwas dedicatedin 1887.

GETTY/RAULRODRIGUEZ



Performance Halls

Macon's music venuesare nearly as historicas
itsrosteroflegendaryperformers. The towering
Piedmont Grand OperaHouse wasanacoustically
andtechnicallyinnovative theaterwhenitwasbuilt
in 1904, hostinginternational starslike Russian

ballerina Anna Pavlovaandfolk humorist WillRogers.

Live music gave way to cinemaby the 1930s,and
the building barely escaped demolitioninthe'60s.
Fortunately, with visionary supportfrom Mercer
University andthe city, ithas survivedandthrived.
Thec.1928 RitzTheatre,onceamovie palace, has
beenpreservedandisnowhometo Theatre Macon,
acommunity group foundedin 1986.Thec. 1916

Macon City Auditorium

Capitol Theatre, alsoformerly amovie house, is

now avibrantmodernvenue used solely formusical
performances.Grandestofallisthec. 1925 Macon
City Auditorium.lts copperdomeisreportedly
thelargestintheworld, anditis surroundedon

three sidesbyaDoriclimestone colonnade.The
Southeast's oldest continuously running community
theaterwiththe samenameis MaconLittle Theatre,
whichlaunchedin 1934. And, finally,the c.1921
Douglass Theatre—oncefeaturedinthe Green
Book, ahistoric guidebook for African American
tourists—stillhostsavariety of events, fromfilmsto
children’s performances.

visitmacon.org
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Hay House

[ [d
Historic Homes
Maconishometomorethan 6,000 historic buildings,
includingmore than70 spectacularhomes. View
privateresidences suchasthe McCaw-Massee, an
elaborate Beaux-Arts home builtin 1901 for Wallace
E.McCaw, the manufacturerwhoinvented Crisco.
Oradmirethe CarmichaelHouse, a Greek Revival
homebuiltinthe late 1840sthatislaid outinthe
shape ofacross. Afewofthe grandesthousesare
now museums. The CannonballHouse, another
GreekRevivalbuiltin 1853, was damaged by aUnion
cannonballduring the Civil War.But perhaps the most
iconicisthe Hay House, completedin 1859. This
Italian Renaissance Revivalmansion features elegant
interiors, grand ballrooms, and period furnishings
with cutting-edge 19th-century convenienceslike
hotand coldrunningwater, central heat, gaslighting,
and aspeaker-tube system.Both the Carmichael
House andthe Hay House are National Landmarks.

visitmacon.org
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include more than 6,000
historic buildings and 70
remarkably Preserved homes.

n
Maconis hometo 15districts onthe National Register
of Historic Places. Academic buildings belonging to

both Mercer University and Wesleyan College are
among the highlights.

TheR.Kirby Godsey AdministrationBuilding, a
grand Victorian Gothic building designed by Chicago
architect Gurdon P.Randalland completedin 1874,
was thefirststructure onMercer's Macon campus.

WillinghamHall, builtin 1890, was the second
buildingon Mercer University's campus. The Gothic
Revivalfacility served as the chapeland stillhosts
convocation.

Woodruff House, which has 18 columnsand was
designedtolooklike a Greektemple, was builtin 1836.
(During the Civil War, itbriefly served asheadquarters
forthe U.S. Army. Thehomeowners stored their
private belongingsinacloset, whichthetroopsleft
untouched.) Itisnow owned by Mercerand used for
specialevents.

TheBellHouseisaVictorian-style home builtby
NathanBeallin 1855. Eighteen Corinthian-style
columnswereaddedin 1900.Itisnowhometothe
renowned Robert McDuffie Centerfor Strings, part of
Mercer's Townsend School of Music.

MercerLawSchoolislocated on ColemanHill
overlooking downtown, inagrandbrick structure built
inthe 1950sandmodeled afterIndependence Hallin
Philadelphia, where the Declaration of Independence
was signed.

Charteredasthe GeorgiaFemale Collegein 1836,
Wesleyan College was the world'sfirstcollege
tograntdegreestowomen.In1928itmovedtoits
presentcampus, where the Wesleyan College Historic
Districtnowincludes approximately 30 buildings,
mostofthem of the Georgian Revival style.



HAY HOUSE

THE PALACE OFSEEE SESE :

A splendid mansion which can truly be called “The Palace of the South.”
Completed in 1859, the Johnston-Felton-Hay House, a National Historic
Landmark is considered one of the of the most outstanding examples of
Italian Renaissance Revival architecture in the country. Plan your visit to
explore the history, architecture, and wonder of Hay House.

Hay House is open Wednesday thru Sunday from 10:00-3:00.

Guided Tours » Behind-the-Scenes Tours * Special Events * Museum Store
Group Rates * Educational Programs * Event Rentals * Free Parking

934 Georgla Avenue, Macon, Georgla 31201

478-742-8155 HayHouseMacon.org







From meat-and-threes to gourmet restaurants,
and craft beer to chic cocktails, Macon’'s dining
scene does not disappoint BY CARLY COOPER

NG LONGLEAF DISTILLERY

With two Double Gold medals at the San Francisco
World Spirits Competition this year, Longleaf is calling
attention to Macon's cocktail culture. Launched in
2023, this quirky distillery has released more than
20 spirits and liqueurs—everything from the basics
(vodka, gin, whiskey, bourbon) to Thistle, an herbal
liqueurinspired by a creationin Alba, Italy. All are sold by
the bottle, and monthly mixology classes are offered to
teach patrons how to best utilize Longleaf products.
The distillery offers 45-minute complimentary
tours on Saturday and Sunday afternoons, during
whichattendees goinside the productionareato
learnhow the spirits are made. Afterward, allare
invited for $15 tastings—with an etched take-home
glassincluded. The tastings featurefiverotating,
quarter-ounce pours. Prefer cocktails? The baris
openWednesday through Sunday featuring drinks
like Cucumber Collins, made with 57 percent ABV
Navy gin, and False Fall, a mix of Heirloom whiskey,

Liqueur of Life, Creme de Cacao, angostura, and
orange bitters. Aselection of zero-proofbeveragesis
available aswell.

Thebarmenuincludes seasonal small plates like
smoked trout dip, hummus and focaccia,andasmall
charcuterie platter. Patrons canrelax on soft seating,
banquettes, oratthebar,andletthe waitstaff do the
rest. An800-square-foot patio offers freshairwhen
weatherallows.

Co-owner WillRobinson describes the space as
“eccentric” and "granny chic.” Expect pops of green
and yellow with “garage sale art” adorning the walls.
“lwanted something that didn't feel like an industrial
space or warehouse,” he explains.

Longleafisthefirststop onMacon’'s Kegs & Stills
Trail, attracting many toits top-sellerslike High Tea
flavored vodka, which was developed for Longleaf's
now-best-selling cocktail, the John Daly. Asabonus,
alongleafpinetreeis planted withthe sale of every
bottle.longleafdistillingco.com

visitmacon.org

35



NOSH + SIP

36

Stp & Savor

Don’tmiss Macon’s top-shelf watering holes
andspeakeasies

QUILL AT THE WOODWARD

Locatedatthe Woodward Hotel, Quill takes
inspirationfromhistoryandliteratureforits creatively
named craft cocktailsand mocktails. Guests cansip
indoors orontherooftop patioamongeye-catching
painted murals of famous authors.
thewoodwardhotel.com/quill

THEROSE ROOM

Located nexttothe Capitol Theatre, the Rose Room
offersunique creations like the Always Forever—a
mix of cachaca, watermelon balsamic shrub,and
CocchidiTorino—inadditionto classic cocktails.
roseroommacon.com

( X X ]

MONKEY'S PAW TROPICAL TAPAS

Thisreservation-only tikibar (upstairs servestapas)is
knownforits over-the-top cocktails, oftentoppedwith
fruit. Try the Scorpion Bowl, aliteral bowl of gin, Puerto
Ricanrum, brandy, lime, orangejuice,and orgeat—it's

bigenoughforthree.monkeyspawtikibar.com

000

BLACK CATLIQUOR AND LIBATIONS

Headbackintimeto thisunderground speakeasy,
adornedwith crystal chandeliersand antique
Victoriandecor. This 31-seat cocktail parloristhe
placeforintimate conversation, sensualjazz, and stiff,
hand-crafted drinks. kinjokitchen.com/black-cat-2

THEMAN UPSTAIRS

Hiddenabove Downtown Grill, this speakeasy boasts
cocktailswithforgottenliquorsfromthelate 1800s.
Frombittersto mixers, nearly everythingismadein
house.AskforaMiracle Berryandsee howyourtaste
buds playtricks onyou.themanupstairsbar.com

IBA

Roughday? Let off some steamat JBA, wherelive
jazz, karaoke, dartstournaments, and DJs take anight
outtothenextlevel.Sip craftcocktails orone of the
rotating craftbeerselections. Can'tgetoffwork? JBA
frequently streamsits shows.jbamacon.com

visitmacon.org

SOCIETY GARDEN

Grabthe dog, bringthe family; this picturesque beer
garden, wine bar, andlive music venue features
ping-pong, cornhole,and even gianttroll statues.
Choosefrommore than 100 craftbeers, cocktail
slushies,and one of the largestbourbonlistsin town.
thesocietygarden.com

special'Occasion

Stalwart
NATALIA'S

In 1984, Nataliadel Brasso Orsinibroughtthe
Old-Worldfare she grewup within Abruzzo, Italy,
toMacon, creatingawhite-tableclothrestaurant
thatwould goontohostcountlessbirthdays,
anniversaries,and engagements. Originally located
onRiverside Drive, Natalia's moved to NorthMacon
Streetin2010,aspacewithamore casual patioand
two private diningrooms. Eightyears later, Wes and
Betsy Griffith of the Moonhanger Group (known for
Dovetail, the Rookery, Woodward Hotel,and more)
tookover, preservinglong-time favoriteslike veal
scallopiniand Dover solefileted tableside,and adding
butternutsquashravioliand seared scallops with
avocadomousse.natalias.net

BEAR'S DEN

Adowntown staple formorethanthree decades,
this favorite serves Southernhome cookin'like no
other. Thelunch-only spot offers somany choices,
it'sbesttocomewithagrouptosamplethemall. The
quintessential order hereis meat-and-three with
daily-changing optionslike fried chicken, meatloaf,
smothered pork chops, andbeefliver.Sidesinclude
stick-to-yourribsitemsincludingmacandcheese,
fried okra, creamed corn,and squash casserole.
thebearsdenmacon.com

Plus

Forothergreatmeat-and-threes, don't miss
Dawson's Kitchen (stop by the marketand
bakery, too), S&S Cafeterias (try the banana

pudding),and H&H Soul Food (also known for
amazingbreakfast).



Quill at the Woodward‘

ALV

YisitTacqg.org 2. i
ALY, SIS = O

e SRR

P



NOSH + SIP

Chef Jayson Reynolds, at the helm of Loom inside
Hotel Forty Five, aims for a unique, yet approachable
take on Southern fare.

38  visitmacon.org

you took over?
Hopefully for the better!
I've been looking at different
vendors and ingredient
quality. A lot of restaurants
copy each other—Ilwant
to break the mold and

do something different.
For example, we're doing
duck wings instead of
chickenwings.

(X X J

‘w}mt's your
inspiration for the
food and drinks?
I'm trying to be part of
the community spirit. |
love the Southern culture.
I'mlooking at bringing
back lost traditions like
heirloomrice. The idea is
to be simple, but refined
and elevated.

UWhich menu

items are you

most pro of?

We've elevated breakfast
with items like fried oysters
and grits, hanger steak
and eggs, salmon with a
poached egg on top, and
duck fat potatoes.

UWhat sp ecial euents
does &oom offer?

Once aweek, we have a
whiskey and specialty
burger pairing. We also
have Ladies Night with drink
specials and charcuterie
every other Saturday.

LOOM: COURTESY OF @BLACKGIRLSGUIDETOATL



CRYSTALS & GIFTS MEDITATION SESSIONS ORACLE & TAROT

502 Cherry Street, Macon, GA, 31201 -« 478-227-7785 « thebohemianden.com

Location
530 Poplar Street, Macon, GA 31201

Shop Hours

Monday-Saturday, 8am-8pm
Sunday, 12pm-8pm
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Jaste of the Jown

Don't miss these 10 must-try dishes that help define Macon's culinary landscape

40

BY SARAH BISACCA

Miramat.Raw Bar and Tapas

Oysters Rockefeller
MIRAMAR RAW BAR AND TAPAS

Make the eveningatthis sleekrestaurantevenmore
memorable withaplate of Oysters Rockefeller,
charbroiled and toppedwithlemon garlic butterand
bubbly Parmesan cheese.maconmiramar.com

(X X J

Solid gold Soul Rolls
ROOKERY

Rookeryhas served comfortfood classics withatwist
since 1976. Its signature Southern-fried eggrolls—
packedwithfried chicken, pimento cheese,and
collardgreensand servedwithpeach chilisauce—are
astand-out.rookerymacon.com

gam ‘Pups

KUDZU SEAFOOD COMPANY

The must-try bite atthis downtown spot isthe Jam
Pupjambalaya hushpuppy—ablend of Bayou good-
ness packedwith Gulf shrimp and sausage, deep-
fried, and drizzled withtangy remoulade sauce.
kudzuseafood.com

(X X ]
gonkotsu Ramen Bowl

KINJO KITCHEN & COCKTAILS

Amongthe favorites atthis Asian-Southernfusion
spot isthe signature Tonkotsuramen,acomfort-
ingsoup packed with porkbelly,noodles, freshand

visitmacon.org

pickled vegetables, andtoppedwithasoy-marinated
egg.kinjokitchen.com

000
Out—of'gowner

MACON BAGELS

Freshly baked, hand-rolled bagels everymorningalso
means delicious bagelsandwiches. Amongthe most
popular? The NYC-inspired Out-of-Towner, packed
with cream cheese, lox, capers, pickledred onion,and
fresh cucumber.maconbagels.com

[ X X J
Daily Rind
FALL LINE BREWING COMPANY

The signature beertasteslike summerinaglass,
thankstoaninfusionoftangerine puréeandorange.
Therefreshingwheataleisbestenjoyedinthe brew-
ery'sbreezy courtyard. falllinebrewingco.com

000
Breadsticks

INGLESIDE VILLAGE PIZZA

These mouthwatering breadsticksare made from
scratch.Eachordercomessmotheredingarlic
butterandParmesancheese,andyoucangetthem
made “sloppy” (i.e. extratoppings) forasmallfee.
inglesidevillagepizza.com

( X X ]

Hot q)og AN The Way
NU-WAY WIENERS

This 100-plus-year-oldlocal chainisbelovedforits
wieners, butthetop dogonthe menuisthe original
chili-smotheredlink. The simple Hot Dog All The Way
recipe hasneverchanged—andthat'sjustthe way
localslike it. nu-wayweiners.com

000
Soul Bowl

GROW

Thislunch-only eatery offers seasonal, homegrown
fare.One of the standbysis the Soul Bowl, ahearty
Southerncombo of smoked sausage, collards, black-
eyed peas,andpicodegalloservedoverricewitha
side of cornbread. growfreshlocalfood.com

00

Smoked ‘u)ings

PIEDMONT BREWERY AND KITCHEN

Tender, juicy,and deliciously flavored with your choice
of sauce (Yum Yumandlemon pepperaretop picks),
these morselsareahometownfavorite forareason.
piedmontbrewery.com
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@

MOONHANGER

GROUP

ROOKERY NATALIA'S

Street,
543 Chervy St, Macon, GA 201 N. Macon Stre

k\i\’\ on, GA 543 cne,,yquEmIL

pres Forsuth 6t, Mac acon, GA (Aboye Rookery)

EST. &

ROOKERY  (latalia

DOVETAIL

MACON.GA

§



MACON, GA .,
x ¥

» 5 ’J}”
%\ CAPITOLTHEATREMACON.COM/ 7~/

4
382 SECOND STREET MACON, GA 31201 - 7
// - r
s -

HISTORICGRANTS.COM

576 POPLAR STREET, MACON, GA 31201

Q."F 4 i 155 ! B4 i 3
g * ' » \7
7 | — Q‘“:. ‘l 4 A e |






L1 [RICIA B '
¥ UG,
k;j,Ll‘ -SEAFOOD- 5 - fyters




SPORTS + LEISURE

Jport Center

Macon is winning for both players and fans, offering everything
from racquet sports and rock climbing to Hall of Fame greats
and cheering for local teams BY JACINTA HOWARD
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SSIIRLIN COURT DATE: PICKLEBALL & TENNIS

If you haven't heard about pickleball, you might

be living under a soundproof rock. Macon has not
only embraced the craze—it's taken the sportto a
whole new level, literally. Rhythm and Rally Sports
and Events is the world's largest indoor pickleball
complex, spanning more than 150,000 square feet
in what used to be a Belk department store at the
revamped Macon Mall. This state-of-the-art facility
offers 32 climate-controlled courts spread across
two levels.

Whether you're a pickleball prodigy or still figuring
out which end of the paddle to hold, Rhythm and
Rally serves up everything from day-use lockers
and showers to a pro shop where you can gear
up and show off your pickleball swag. They even
offer expert coaching. Since it opened in 2023, the
complex has drawn players from around the nation
for tournaments. With its passionate community and
regular tournaments, it's easy to see why this facility
is a beacon for pickleball enthusiasts across the
Southeast.

D D S . — = .

Macon's pickleball scene isn't confined to the
indoors, though. If you prefer fresh air with your
volley, Tattnall Square Park offers a 28-court
outdoor pickleball playground. You'll spot seasoned
pros with laser-precise shots rubbing shoulders with
newcomers still mastering the basics. And thanks to
the park’'s ample court space, finding a game is rarely
a challenge. You can easily join a casual game or test
your skills against some local talent.

Beyond pickleball, Macon'’s tennis scene is
thriving as well, thanks to two premier facilities:
the John Drew Smith Tennis Center and the
Randy Stephens Tennis Center. The John Drew
Smith center features 24 lighted hard courts and
is recognized as one of the top 25 public municipal
facilities in the country by Tennis magazine and the
USTA. It caters to everyone from beginners to pros
with lessons, leagues, and tournaments. The Randy
Stephens center offers another high-quality venue
for both recreational play and competitive events.
Whether you prefer a paddle or aracquet, Macon has
acourt for you.

visitmacon.org
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Macon Mayhem heat things up from October to April

MAEUN RUEKS [:”MBINE EYM at the Macon Coliseum. Each home game of this

Itisn'tjust a clever name—Macon Rocks is a Southern Professional Hockey League team features
6,000-square-foot climbing haven catering to all a theme like Salute to Service, Hockey Fights Cancer,
skill levels and styles, from beginners to seasoned Star Wars, or Superhero Nights. College football
cliff-hangers, with auto-belay, top-rope, lead enthusiasts can cheer on the Mercer Bears from
climbing, and bouldering options. Their routes August to November at Five Star Stadium, where
range from an easy 5.6 to a challenging 5.13, with Mercer University's team competes in the NCAA
bouldering problems from VO to V10. Macon Rocks Division | Southern Conference. Each team’'s games
is also the only climbing gym in Georgia featuring offer a lively atmosphere, making Macon a fantastic
alarge number of auto-belay routes, perfect for spot to root for the home team.

both novices and experienced climbers who want to PYY

ascend without a partner. If you're looking to level up

your skills orintroduce the kids to the joys of defying GEUREIA SP“RTS HAll I]F FAME

gravity, they offer classes and youth programs. As America's largest state sports museum, the
There's even a fitness area for anyone who prefers Georgia Sports Hall of Fame offers an interactive
their workouts a little closer to the ground. journey through the state’s athletic legacy, bringing
o000 history to life with engaging hands-on exhibits and

prized memorabilia. Visitors can explore themed
SPECTMDR SPURTS galleries showcasing Georgia's sporting greats,
Macon's sports scene offers a combination of base- from gridiron heroes like Bill Stanfill to diamond
ball, hockey, and college football for fans to cheer stars like Hank Aaron. With a 14,000-square-foot
on local teams year-round. The Macon Bacon brings exhibit space, a Hall of Fame corridor that honors
summer fun to the ballpark from late May through more than 400 inductees, and 205-seat theater, the
early August with their baseball games at historic Georgia Sports Hall of Fame provides a winning
Luther Williams Field. For ice hockey fans, the experience for everyone.

Georgia Sports Hall of Fame
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Single Memberships
Single memberships indudes froe admissions,
ExperienCe PLUS discounts on classes & events

Student $20
with vald 1D,

Teacher $25

with valid LD,

nior
4182 Forsyth Road » Macon, Georgia 31210 « (478) 477-3232 Senior $25

www.MASmacon.org $35

Family Memberships

Family Mamberships hclude annual admission
for 2 cardholders and up to 4 children, PLUS
discounts on birthday parties, PLUS classes &
events & in the Museum Store

i $60 |

$75

Supporting Memberships
Supporting memberships include family
mambership benafits, PLUS larger discounts in
the Museum Store, additional free guest
passes, and mare. Ask the frant desk for more
information.

State-of-the-Art Planetarium « Science On A Sphere®
» Art & Science Exhibitions Mini-Zoo  Discovery House
» Nature Trails « Fun Family Days
Pavilion = Special Events  Museum Store

Friend $150
Patron $300

Benefactor $500

lOO 9FM~

» WNEX ¢ /”". ‘
1./ ‘ ¢
[CNY JOEWHTY >

I

PLAYING THE FINEST
IN AMERICANA MUSIC

STREAM AT THECREEKFM.COM




Macon-Bibb County Parks and Recreation gIOMmN'GT_ly SENTERS

BUILDING R
Frank Johnson

Kings Parl(
L.H. Williams
Memorial
Rosa Jackson

South Bibb
Theron Ussery

COMMUNITIES THROUGH SPORTS FACILITIES
Freedom Parl( (Boxing Center)
John Drew Smitl\ Tennis Center
Randy Stephens Tennis Center
S[(ate Parl( (Carolyn Crayton Parl()
Tattna” Square Picueba” Center

PARKS

B|oomFie|A Park
Caro|yn Crayton Park
Dandy Park

Fi|more Thomas Park
Henry Burns Park
Jefferson Long Park
Kings Park

Lynmore Estates Parl(
Macon Dog Park
Matie Jones Park
Murphy Park

Sarah Wi”is Par|<
Tattnall Square Park

Programs |nclude

o Sports/AtHet:cs e ———
o Instructional/Enrichment Camps Specia' Populations Opportunities
o Cultural Art (Senior Citizens & Adaptive)

o After School Program ]nterpretive/ Environmental

® Special Event/Pavilion Rentals Eduoation

150 Wi”ie Smol(ie Glover Drive, Macon, GA 31201
4718.219.200] MaconBi%.us/recreation



HISTORIC BOUTIQUE HOTEL
LOOM SIGNATURE RESTAURANT ¢« HIGHTALES ROOFTOP BAR
RECKON COFFEE & WINE BAR

HOTELFORTYFIVE.COM « 855.840.9141



HIGHTALES HIGHTALESMACON.COM

ROOFTOP BAR

Dining & drinks

from (roof)tdp. \'“5




LODGING

Choosefrommore
than 5,000room
optionswhereyou
canrestafterasoul-
filled day. Macon
offers affordable
and boutique hotels,
college campus
inns, starry night
campsites, quaint
bedand breakfasts,
andlavish historic
mansionsthat
accommodate

one, two, thewhole
family,and eventhe
pets.Convention
accommodationsare
alsoreadyforlarge
groups.

Double the thhts, griple the Rewards
MACON'S SPECIAL OFFER! P

Book atwo-night stayin Maconthrough our2025 P L4 ° ‘

Travel Guide andreceive your choice of: ./ ° C_

E E MaconMusic All-Access Pass (a $28 value) / {

$25 Store Creditat the Downtown Visitor Center & Gift ® , Py

Shop« $20 of Uber Credit « $20 Visa Gift Card e ® ’
L] .

E Startyour soulfuljourney today! .O ° L
L Scanthe QRcodetoseeallof Macon'slodging options [ ) o

54  visitmacon.org
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BRINGING WORLD CLASS:
ENTERTAINMENT 10
YOUR BACKYARD

U””” ]I §%) Atrium Health /ﬂm\

MACON

AUDITORIUM AMPHITHEATER COLISEUM
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LOCATED 30 MILES SOUTH OF MACON ON_I-75
VISITPERRY.COM
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A picture is worth a
thousand words, and
when it comes to
telling people about
Perry, Georgia
we have a lot to say!
Conveniently located
30 miles south of Macon
along Interstate 75,
Perry is home to

award-winning events,

the Georgia National
Fairgrounds & Agricenter,
and a picturesque
historic downtown district!
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This is what life is supposed to feel like. When you aren’t held back.

When you have a health part’ner that doesn't just treat part of you— $‘? At rium Hea |th
they care for all of you. That’s why more people prefer Navicent

Atrium Health, with the most complete care that lets you get live fully
back to the moments that matter. That’s what it’s like to live fully.



