THE PARISHES OF ST MARTIN AND ST NINIAN'S, WHITHORN, OUR LADY AND ST NINIAN'S, NEWTON STEWART, ST JOSEPH’S, STRANRAER, ST PETER’S, DALBEATTIE AND ST ANDREW’S AND ST CUTHBERT’S, KIRKCUDBRIGHT, with THE CHURCH OF THE SACRED HEART, WIGTOWN, and including the former churches of ST JOHN’S, CASTLE DOUGLAS, and the CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION, GATEHOUSE OF FLEET
 Diocese of Galloway Registered Charity No. SC010576

Parish Priest: Fr William R. McFadden, Parish Address: St Andrew’s and St Cuthbert’s, High Street, Kirkcudbright, DG6 4JW. Telephone Number: 01557 330687
Priest of the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham: Fr Simon Beveridge (01988 850323); Parish Pastoral Assistant for St Andrew’s and St Cuthbert’s, Kirkcudbright: David Preston (01557 330650)

Parish Websites: www.catholicchurchgalloway.org.uk;  www.rckirkcudbright.org.uk; 
Parishes Email Addresses: kirkcudbright@gallowaydiocese.org.uk; dalbeattie@gallowaydiocese.org.uk; newtonstewart@gallowaydiocese.org.uk
   
   22nd Sunday Year A                                                                                                                                                                                      30th August 2026
	
	Stranraer
	Dalbeattie

	Kirkcudbright
	Newton Stewart
	Whithorn
	Wigtown

	Saturday
29 Aug
	
	17.00 Mass
	
	
	No Mass
	

	Sunday 
30 Aug
	10.00 Mass
	
	09.30 Mass
	11.30 Mass
	16.45 Mass
	

	Monday
31 Aug
	10.00 Service 
	10.00 Service and Exposition
	
	
	
	11.00 Service
12.00 Ninian Moment

	Tuesday
01 Sept
	18.00 Exposition
19.00 Service
	
	
	

	12.00 Ninian Moment
	17.00 Vespers

	Wednesday 
02 Sept
	
	10.00 Mass and Rosary
	
	
	10.30 No Mass* 
	

	Thursday 
03 Sept 
	
	
	
	10.30 Rosary
11.00 Service
	
	

	Friday 
04 Sept
	
	
	10.00 Mass (Feast of St Cuthbert)
	
	
	

	Saturday
05 Sept
	10.00 Service
	17.00 Mass
	
	
	17.00 Mass
	

	Sunday
06 Sept
	10.00 Mass
	
	09.30 Service
	11.30 Service
	
	


(*) The Masses in Whithorn on Wednesdays at 10.30 will be celebrated by Fr Simon in accordance with the liturgy of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham. The Rosary will be said before this Mass on Wednesdays at 10.00. 




For an expanded version of the Bulletin/Newsletter please go to the Parishes Website or to the parishes Facebook pages. 
Feasts this week: Thursday – St Gregory the Great; Fri – St Cuthbert

Recent Dead and Anniversaries: Please pray for those who have died recently including Mike Bagnall RIP (Haugh of Urr) whose Requiem Mass will take place in St Peter’s, Dalbeattie, on 8th September at 12.00, for Marian Frazer RIP (Stranraer), and for those whose anniversaries are at this time, including Jimmy Kirk. 


Pope Leo’s Prayer Intention for September - For the care of water: Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water, a vital resource, so that everyone may have equal access to it.

Sunday Mass Provision
Unless previously notified, Masses will be in Stranraer at 10.00 on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month, and in Kirkcudbright and in Newton Stewart on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. Vigil Masses in Dalbeattie and in Whithorn will remain weekly at present. On the Sundays when there is no Mass celebrated and people are unable to travel to a neighbouring parish, a Service of the Word with Holy Communion will be available at the usual Sunday morning times.


St Andrew’s and St Cuthbert’s, Kirkcudbright
1/ Transport to Dalbeattie for Saturday Vigil Mass: There are lists at the back of the church for anyone wishing to offer transport and for anyone wishing a lift. 
2/ TLC Café: Now closed for the summer. 
3/ Kirkcudbright Churches Together Cuthbert Moment: In Greyfriars Church, Kirkcudbright, on Thursdays at 11.00.
4/ Tea and Coffee: In the hall after Sunday Mass.

East Wigtownshire Parishes 
1/ Season of Creation (1 September to 4 October):  This year’s theme is ‘Living Water’. Tuesday 1st September at 17.00: ‘Creationtide Vespers’ to mark the beginning of the Season. A simple service of evening prayer with psalms, prayers and music (approx. 40 mins) in the Sacred Heart Church, Wigtown. 
2/ First Friday Taize Inspired Contemplative Prayer Sessions: In the Sacred Heart Church, Wigtown, at 18.30, on the first Friday of the month. 
3/ Prayers for Peace: On Tuesdays from 12.00-12.30 in Penninghame Parish Church, and in Sacred Heart Church, Wigtown, on the third Monday of the month, from 12.15-13.00 (after Ninian Moment). 
4/ Tea and Coffee: Please join in the Tea and Coffee at the back of the church in Newton Stewart after Sunday Mass.  

St Joseph’s, Stranraer
1/ Parish Pastoral Committee and Parish Finance Committee: Fr William will have a general meeting after Mass today to establish these committees, and to clarify responsibilities for moving forward. 

St Peter’s, Dalbeattie
1/ Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: On the first Saturday of the month from 16.15.
2/ Sacrament of Reconciliation: On the first Saturday of the month from 16.15. 
3/ Tea/Coffee: In the Maxwell Room after Mass on the first Saturday of the month.
4/ TLC Café: Tuesdays from 12.00-12.45 in the Maxwell Room.   


Home Visits to the Sick and Housebound
Anyone wishing a home visit from Fr William or who would like a Minister of the Eucharist to bring them Holy Communion, should contact Fr William or a member of the Parish Pastoral Committees. 

National Pilgrimage to Whithorn
The annual National Pilgrimage to Whithorn will take place today, Sunday 30th August.  Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Frank on the beach near St Ninian’s Cave at 16.00, and at the church in Whithorn at 16.45 for those unable to reach the shore.  A well-established footpath about one mile long takes you through the glen to the shore, and to be in place for Mass at 16.00 it is recommended to begin the walk by 15.00.  More information at https://rcdg.org.uk/whithorn-pilgrimage-sunday-30th-august-2026/. 
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Season of Creation 2026: "Living Water"
The Season of Creation is the annual Christian invitation to pray and respond together to the cry of Creation. It begins on 1 September - celebrated as the World Day of Prayer for Creation - and ends on 4 October, the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi.  The theme for Season of Creation this year is ‘Living Water’.   This year’s theme is inspired by Ezekiel 47:9, 12, a powerful biblical vision of hope and ecological healing. Set amid exile and loss, the image of living water flowing from God’s sanctuary reveals divine healing that renews land, water, biodiversity, as well as human responsibility towards the whole creation. This year’s symbol invites Christians to a spiritual immersion - praying together while contemplating water from rivers, sources, fountains, baptismal fonts, lakes and sea, inspired by the Spirit of God, working together for the renewal of Creation.   This symbol also encourages us to immerse ourselves in the “tears” of creation, that is, allowing our hearts to be touched by our brothers and sisters’ suffering as well as the suffering of all creation.

Ecumenical Faith-sharing Group
Starting Tuesday, 8th September, 14.00–15.30 in Greyfriars House, Kirkcudbright, a monthly ecumenical faith-sharing group will be held (and thereafter every second Tuesday of the month). Lectionary readings around the time of each meeting, poetry and icons will be used as materials for reflection.  Different, creative ways of praying will be introduced to help us to gently open up to God and to deepen our faith. If you would like to participate, please contact Rachel at rachelinkbt@gmail.com

Local Foodbank Donations
Donations of tins etc can be left at the back of the churches. Please ensure that there is a 6 month sell by date on each item. Monetary donations also welcome and donations can be made via the parishes website.

Volunteers for Ministries: Anyone wishing to volunteer for any ministry if the parishes should contact Fr William or any member of the Parishes pastoral or Finance Committees.



Parish Finances
Thank you for your contributions to the parish finances. Opportunities for online donations are available:  https://givealittle.co/c/RCDalbeattie        https://givealittle.co/c/RCEastWigtownshire https://givealittle.co/c/RCKirkcudbright    There are also machines for contactless card payments in 
Kirkcudbright and in Newton Stewart.
                   
 (Kirkcudbright)                 (Dalbeattie) 

Safeguarding in the Diocese
Regular updates can be found on the diocesan website: www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk and the latest Safeguarding Matters Update on https://www.scssa.org.uk/Informing 

Care for Creation Conference:
The Bishops’ Conference Care of Creation Office invites you to the Season of Creation Conference 2026 on Saturday, 5th September 2026, 10am – 3pm, in Eyre Hall, Archdiocese of Glasgow Offices, Clyde Street, Glasgow, G1 4JY. The guest speaker will be Lorna Gold, Executive Director of Laudato Si’ Movement, and there will be workshops on how to engage young people and parish groups. Please register here: bit.ly/SeasonofCreation26 

Justice & Peace Scotland: Information available at www.justiceandpeacescotland.org.uk


Gift Aid Forms
Are available at the back of the churches. If you are a taxpayer and contribute to the parish, please sign this form so that the parishes can reclaim the tax. Please ask a Welcomer for a Gift Aid Form if this applies to you

Year of Prayer to the Holy Spirit
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Prayer Cards: Please continue to use the Prayer Cards to pray as a diocesan community during this year to the Holy Spirit. 


Patients in D & G Royal Infirmary and in other hospitals
Anyone wishing a visit and/or to receive the Sacraments while in hospital should text or message the DGRI RC chaplain on 07591 230828. 


Dumfries and Galloway Citizens Advice Service: Are looking for volunteers. See the poster at the back of the churches or visit www.dagcas.org
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