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   26th Sunday Year A                                                                                                                                                                                 27th September 2026
	
	Stranraer
	Dalbeattie

	Kirkcudbright
	Newton Stewart
	Whithorn
	Wigtown

	Saturday
26 Sept
	10.00 Service and exposition
	17.00 Mass
	
	
	17.00 Mass
	

	Sunday 
27 Sept
	10.00 Service
	
	09.30 Mass
	11.30 Mass
	
	

	Monday
28 Sept
	 
	11.00 Requiem Mass for Anne Stead RIP
	
	
	
	11.00 Service
12.00 Ninian Moment

	Tuesday
29 Sept
	18.00 Exposition
19.00 Service
	
	
	

	12.00 Ninian Moment
	

	Wednesday 
30 Sept
	
	10.00 Mass and Rosary
	
	
	10.30 Mass* 
	

	Thursday 
01 Oct 
	
	
	
	10.30 Rosary
11.00 Service
	
	

	Friday 
02 Oct
	10.00 Mass with St Joseph’s School
	
	10.00 Mass
	
	
	

	Saturday
03 Oct
	10.00 Service and Exposition
	17.00 Mass
	
	
	17.00 Mass
	

	Sunday
04 Oct
	10.00 Mass
	
	09.30 Service
	11.30 Service
	
	


(*) The Masses in Whithorn on Wednesdays at 10.30 will be celebrated by Fr Simon in accordance with the liturgy of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham. The Rosary will be said before this Mass on Wednesdays at 10.00. 




For an expanded version of the Bulletin/Newsletter please go to the Parishes’ Websites or to the Parishes’ Facebook pages.

Feasts this week: Tuesday 29th – Saints Michael, Gabriel and Raphael; Wednesday – St Jerome; Thursday – St Therese of Lisieux; Friday – Guardian Angels

Recent Dead and Anniversaries: Please pray those who have died recently, and for those whose anniversaries are at this time.

Special Collection for the Diocesan Retired Priests’ Fund
This annual collection will be taken up at our parishes this weekend. At present we have twelve retired priests of the diocese. Please give generously.



St Andrew’s and St Cuthbert’s, Kirkcudbright
1/ Sacrament of Baptism: We welcome Shane and Cooper Mansfield who will celebrate the Sacrament during the 09.30 Mass today.  
2/ Christmas shoeboxes: Please take a leaflet from the porch if you wish to send gifts to vulnerable people in Eastern Europe. Essential items are listed there.  Please note all the gifts should be new. The filled shoeboxes can be left in the porch until the end of October.
3/ Kirkcudbright Churches Together:  Sunday 27th September at 16.00 on Moat Brae, a Pet Service connected to the Feast of St Francis. Wednesday 30th September at 12 noon in Greyfriars Church, St Francis in Art. Friday 2nd October at 19.00 in Greyfriars Church, St Francis in the Footsteps of Jesus - words and music. Sunday 4th October in the Parish Church Hall, the Harvest Lunch. Please sign sheets in the church porch for attendance/provisions at the Harvest lunch.
4/ Kirkcudbright Churches Together Cuthbert Moment: In Greyfriars Church, Kirkcudbright, on Thursdays at 11.00.
5/ Finding the Rhythm: From Escape to Ministry: Pastor Chris Barratt of the Gatehouse Community Church has published a kindle book on his spiritual journey. The link for the kindle edition is https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0H57546DM 
6/ Tea and Coffee: In the hall after Sunday Mass or Sunday Service of the Word and Holy Communion.

East Wigtownshire Parishes 
1/ Franciscan Vespers on Sunday 4th October: in Sacred Heart Church, Wigtown.
2/ First Friday Taize Inspired Contemplative Prayer Sessions: In the Sacred Heart Church, Wigtown, at 18.30, on the first Friday of the month. 
3/ Prayers for Peace: On Tuesdays from 12.00-12.30 in Penninghame Parish Church, and in Sacred Heart Church, Wigtown, on the third Monday of the month, from 12.15-13.00 (after Ninian Moment). 
4/ Tea and Coffee: Please join in the Tea and Coffee at the back of the church in Newton Stewart after Sunday Mass or Service of  the Word and Holy Communion.  

St Joseph’s, Stranraer
1/ Parish Finance Committee: There will be a meeting of the Parish Finance Committee with Fr William after Mass on Sunday 4th October. 
2/ Suggestion Box: The Parish Pastoral Committee has placed a suggestion box in the church porch for any ideas that you may wish them to consider. Please feel free to make any suggestions which you think might help the pastoral mission of the parish community.

St Peter’s, Dalbeattie
1/ Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Sacrament of Reconciliation: On the first Saturday of the month from 16.15. 
2/ Tea/Coffee: In the Maxwell Room after Mass on the first Saturday of the month.
3/ TLC Café: Tuesdays from 12.00-12.45 in the Maxwell Room.   
4/ Small for All Collection: Thanks to all who have contributed to this appeal to bring comfort and dignity to those in need. 


Sacramental Initiation of Children for 2026-2027
Any parent wishing to present their child for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and/or Holy Communion in the coming academic year should contact Fr William on william.mcfadden@gallowaydiocese.org.uk so that the process can get underway.


Young Caritas Scotland
SCIAF is launching Young Caritas Scotland, a new movement for young adults who want to put their faith into action, meet likeminded people from the global church, and help build a better world. This movement is about making a real difference – about solidarity and community. A space to connect with young people across in Scotland and across the world and turn frustration into something hopeful. More information and details of how to join can be found at www.sciaf.org.uk/youngcaritas  
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Season of Creation 2026: "Living Water"
The Season of Creation is the annual Christian invitation to pray and respond together to the cry of Creation. It begins on 1 September - celebrated as the World Day of Prayer for Creation - and ends on 4 October, the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi.  The theme for Season of Creation this year is ‘Living Water’.   This year’s theme is inspired by Ezekiel 47:9, 12, a powerful biblical vision of hope and ecological healing. Set amid exile and loss, the image of living water flowing from God’s sanctuary reveals divine healing that renews land, water, biodiversity, as well as human responsibility towards the whole creation. This year’s symbol invites Christians to a spiritual immersion - praying together while contemplating water from rivers, sources, fountains, baptismal fonts, lakes and sea, inspired by the Spirit of God, working together for the renewal of Creation.   This symbol also encourages us to immerse ourselves in the “tears” of creation, that is, allowing our hearts to be touched by our brothers and sisters’ suffering as well as the suffering of all creation.

GRIEF TO GRACE – A Healing Retreat for Victims of Abuse – 22nd to 27th February 2027 – Perth
Grief to Grace is a specialised 5-day programme of spiritual and psychological healing for anyone who has suffered from sexual, physical, or emotional abuse or neglect in childhood, adolescence or adulthood, including those abused by a religious / member of the clergy.  If you are interested in this confidential healing retreat, please contact:
Grief to Grace (Scotland) at margaret.clarke@grieftograceuk.org

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intention for September - For the care of water: Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water, a vital resource, so that everyone may have equal access to it.

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intention for October – For mental health ministry: Let us pray that the mental health ministry be established throughout the Church, helping to overcome the stigma and discrimination of persons with mental illnesses.



Marriage and Family Life Conference
The Agency for Marriage, Family and Life of the Bishops' Conference of Scotland have organised a Conference. Married couples and families are invited to a day at Saint Augustine's, Coatbridge on the 24th of October. Come along for family adoration, Mass with Bishop John Keenan, formative talks, children's catechesis and so much more. Please book your place at https://bcos.org.uk/NFC26	


Home Visits to the Sick and Housebound
Anyone wishing a home visit from Fr William or who would like a Minister of the Eucharist to bring them Holy Communion, should contact Fr William or a member of the Parish Pastoral Committees. 

Local Foodbank Donations
Donations of tins etc can be left at the back of the churches. Please ensure that there is a 6 month sell by date on each item. Monetary donations also welcome and donations can be made via the parishes website.

Volunteers for Ministries
Anyone wishing to volunteer for any ministry if the parishes should contact Fr William or any member of the Parishes Pastoral or Finance Committees.


YOUNG ADULTS’ EVENINGS (S5-30)
The next Young Adults evening takes place from 6.30 pm - 8.00 pm in St Joseph’s, Kilmarnock on Sunday 4th October. This month, we’ll be looking at examples of different methods of prayer as well as trying some for ourselves as we explore the theme of “Talking to God: does he hear me?”. Any young adults welcome to come along and take part. Can’t join in person? Follow online! Register for online participation on the Youth Office website: youth.rcdg.org.uk. 

YOUTH EVENINGS: FROM SUNDAY 27th SEPTEMBER IN ST TERESA’S, DUMFRIES
The monthly youth evenings resume on Sunday 27th September – and they’re now open to any young person in P5-S4, there’s no charge. Until Christmas, we’ll be exploring the theme of the Mass: what happens at Mass and what the various parts mean. 27th September – In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit (The Beginning of the Mass); 25th October – The Liturgy of the Word; 15th November – The Liturgy of the Eucharist; 13th December – Living our Faith.
Each evening begins with Mass at 17.00, followed by pizza, crisps, sweets, juice, and a short talk on the theme of the evening.
Whether you’re new to Galloway Youth or a regular, we look forward to welcoming you along. If you’re coming for the first time, please complete a general consent form by scanning the QR code[image: A qr code on a white background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.].




Parish Finances
Thank you for your contributions to the parish finances. Opportunities for online donations are available:  https://givealittle.co/c/RCDalbeattie        https://givealittle.co/c/RCEastWigtownshire https://givealittle.co/c/RCKirkcudbright    There are also machines for contactless card payments in 
Kirkcudbright and in Newton Stewart.
                   
 (Kirkcudbright)                 (Dalbeattie) 


Safeguarding in the Diocese
Regular updates can be found on the diocesan website: www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk and the latest Safeguarding Matters Update on https://www.scssa.org.uk/Informing 

Justice & Peace Scotland: Information available at www.justiceandpeacescotland.org.uk


Gift Aid Forms
Are available at the back of the churches. If you are a taxpayer and contribute to the parish, please sign this form so that the parishes can reclaim the tax. Please ask a Welcomer for a Gift Aid Form if this applies to you

Year of Prayer to the Holy Spirit
[image: ]
Prayer Cards: Please continue to use the Prayer Cards to pray as a diocesan community during this year to the Holy Spirit. 


Patients in D & G Royal Infirmary and in other hospitals
Anyone wishing a visit and/or to receive the Sacraments while in hospital should text or message the DGRI RC chaplain on 07591 230828. 


Dumfries and Galloway Citizens Advice Service: Are looking for volunteers. See the poster at the back of the churches or visit www.dagcas.org
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