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                3rd Sunday of Lent Year A                                                                        08 March 2026
Masses and Services this Week
	
	Dalbeattie

	Kirkcudbright
	Newton Stewart
	Whithorn
	Wigtown

	Saturday
07 March
	14.00 Mass
	
	
	17.00 Mass
	

	Sunday 
08 March
	
	09.30 Mass
	11.30 Mass
	
	

	Monday
09 March
	10.00 Service and Stations of the Cross
	
	
	
	11.00 Service 12.00 Ninian Moment

	Tuesday
10 March
	
	
	

	
	

	Wednesday 
11 March
	10.00 Mass and Rosary 
	
	
	10.30 Mass* 
	

	Thursday 
12 March
	
	
	11.00 Service
	
	

	Friday 
13 March
	10.00 Service and Stations of the Cross
	09.30 Stations of the Cross
10.00 Service
	

	
	15.00 Stations of the Cross

	Saturday
14 March
	14.00 Mass
	
	
	17.00 Mass
	

	Sunday
15 March
	11.00 Stations of the Cross

	09.30 Mass
	11.30 Mass
	

	



(*) The Masses in Whithorn on Wednesdays at 10.30 will be celebrated by Fr Simon in accordance with the liturgy of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham. The Rosary will be said after this Mass on Wednesdays. 

Recent Dead and Anniversaries: Please pray for those who have died recently including Patricia Harrison RIP and Anne Flint RIP, and for those whose anniversaries are at this time.

Feasts this week: Tuesday – St John Ogilvie

For an expanded version of the bulletin please go to the parishes’ website or to the Facebook pages


SCIAF SUNDAY: Will be celebrated on 15th March. Special Collection at all Masses for the work of SCIAF. For more information go to www.sciaf.org.uk


St Andrew’s and St Cuthbert’s, Kirkcudbright
1/ Kirkcudbright Churches Together Lent Group: In the Cuthbert Room on Tuesdays10th, 17th, 24th and 31st March, from 14.00-15.30. 
2/ Kirkcudbright Churches Together Lent Lunches: On Wednesdays in the Bowling Club from 12.15-13.30. Funds to go to the Ambulances for the Ukraine appeal.
3/ Gatehouse Churches Together Lent Lunches: In the Parish Church Hall at 12.30 on Wednesdays 11th, 18th and 25th March. Short time of reflections for lent in the Parish Church at 12.20 prior to the lunches.
4/ Stations of the Cross: On Fridays at 09.30 during Lent.
5/ Lent Reflections on the Holy Spirit: Based on Pope Francis’ homilies will take place after Mass in the hall on Fridays of Lent.
6/ TLC Café: On Fridays from 12.00-13.30.
7/ Kirkcudbright Churches Together Cuthbert Moment: A time of prayer in Greyfriars Church, Kirkcudbright, on Thursdays at 11.00.
8/ Tea and Coffee: Please join in the Tea and Coffee in the hall after Sunday Mass.

East Wigtownshire Parishes 
1/ Lent 2026:  Stephen and Helen-Marie will host reflections on the Gospel texts from the Bishop Barron book at their home on the following dates: Wed 11th March; Wed 18th March; Wed 25th March from 19.30-20.00. If you would like to join there are sign-up sheets at the back of the Church or if you would prefer afternoon group reflections, please let us know on the same sign-up sheets.
2/ Stations of the Cross: In Sacred Heart, Wigtown, on Fridays of Lent at 15.00. 
3/ Ninian Moments":  On Mondays at 12.00 in the Church of the Sacred Heart, Wigtown, and in Whithorn in St Martin and St Ninian’s on the first Thursday of each month at 12.00. Please support this ecumenical prayer. 
4/ First Friday Taize Inspired Contemplative Prayer Sessions: In the Sacred Heart Church, Wigtown, at 18.30, on the first Friday of the month.
5/ Prayers for Peace: On Tuesdays from 12.00-12.30 in Penninghame Parish Church, and in Sacred Heart Church, Wigtown, on the third Monday of the month, from 12.15-13.00 (after Ninian Moment)  
6/ Tea and Coffee: Please join in the Tea and Coffee at the back of the church after Sunday Mass.  

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intention for March
For disarmament and peace – that nations, especially world leaders, choose dialogue and diplomacy over violence



St Peter’s, Dalbeattie
1/ TLC Café: Soup and Sandwich Lunch: Tuesdays from 12.00-12.45 in the Maxwell Room.  
2/ Tea/Coffee after Mass: Will take place in the Maxwell Room on the first Saturday of the month beginning today, Saturday 7th March. Thanks to those who have offered their help so far. In order that we can set up a Rota going forward a sign-up sheet will be available in the porch and in the Maxwell Room. If you require further information, please speak with John McFadyen. 
3/ Exposition and Sacrament of Confession and Reconciliation during Lent: Fr Francis will be available for the Sacrament from 13.15-13.45 on the Saturdays 7th, 14th and 21st March. Exposition before Mass on these dates.
4/ Ecumenical Lenten Talks: On Wednesdays at 11.00 on 11th,18th and 25th March They will be in the Maxwell room. The subject being St Matthew's gospel account of the Lord's Passion.
5/ Stations of the Cross: After Monday and Friday Services and on Sundays at 11.00, starting week of 23rd February. 
6/ Gospel Reading: During Holy Week there will be daily readings at Colvend/Southwick churches covering all 4 gospels, during a 2 hour period each morning. Volunteer readers are required to read for just 5 minutes in rotation. All churches are invited to supply readers. Anyone willing to participate please let Tessa know asap. There is a notice in the porch listing the times.
7/ Coffee Morning 14th March at 10.00 in Town Hall; In aid of HCPT, which offers life-changing pilgrimage holiday for disabled and disadvantaged children. Money raised will go towards sending a support helper to the trip to Lourdes at Easter. Donations for a raffle, baking and Tombola welcome. 

Parish Finances
Thank you for your contributions to the parish finances. Opportunities for online donations are available: 
https://givealittle.co/c/RCDalbeattie        https://givealittle.co/c/RCEastWigtownshire
https://givealittle.co/c/RCKirkcudbright    
There are also machines for contactless card payments in Kirkcudbright and in Newton Stewart. 
                     
  (Kirkcudbright)                 (Dalbeattie) 

Ignatian Spirituaity Centre: The centre offers resources for developing prayer and growing in faith. For information go to  https://www.iscglasgow.co.uk

Year of Prayer to the Holy Spirit
[image: ]
1/ Prayer Cards: There are plenty of prayer cards encouraging us to pray as a diocesan community this year to the Holy Spirit. Please take some away for your family and friends and distribute widely.  
2/ Deanery Masses: The next Mass of the Holy Spirit will be on Thursday 12th March in St Mary’s, Irvine at 18.00. All are welcome and encouraged to continue asking the Spirit’s help in using the gifts we have received to discern God’s will for the Diocese.  This month we will reflect on the gift of Fear of the Lord – This gift makes us aware of the greatness of God and makes us look to him with wonder and awe.  It increases our desire to draw closer to God and turn away from sin. 
Pope St Gregory the Great spoke of the gifts as moving from one to the other: “Through the fear of the Lord we rise to piety, from piety then to knowledge, from knowledge we derive strength (fortitude), from strength counsel, with counsel we move towards understanding, and with understanding towards wisdom and thus, by the sevenfold grace of the Spirit, there opens to us at the end of the ascent the entrance to the life of Heaven”.

Local Foodbank Donations
Donations of tins etc can be left in the boxes at the back of the churches. Please ensure that there is a 6 month sell by date on each item. Monetary donations also welcome and donations can be made via the parishes website. 

Facebook Pages: Please view on Facebook at St Andrew’s and St Cuthberts R C Church Kirkcudbright, or St Peter’s, Dalbeattie, for up-to-date posts and information.

Patients in D & G Royal Infirmary and in other hospitals
Anyone wishing a visit and/or to receive the Sacraments while in hospital should text or message the DGRI RC chaplain on 07591 230828. 

Youth and Young Adults
1/ YOUTH EVENING: (Until the summer, these evenings are now open to young people in P5 and up.) Join Youth from across the deanery on Sunday 22nd March as they gather for their monthly evening in St Teresa’s, Dumfries. They’ll be reflecting on St Joseph: who he is and what we can learn from him. The evening begins with Mass at 5.00 pm after which they’ll continue in the hall with games, activities, a short talk, and pizza. All young people in P5-S4 are welcome, if it’s your first time, please complete an Annual Consent Form online: youth.rcdg.org.uk.  
2/ YOUNG ADULTS PILGRIMAGE TO ROME: Join Young Adults from across the Diocese for a 5 day/ 4 night pilgrimage to Rome from 12th – 16th October 2025. The itinerary will feature a wide range of different spiritual and cultural activities, including the Wednesday Audience, Vatican Museums, and a walking tour of Rome, as well as a free day to explore the city. The pilgrimage is open to young adults in S6 (at time of departure – current S5) to age 30 and costs £1000 (the group is planning to fundraise to reduce this) which includes all flights, accommodation, breakfast, dinner, and admission costs. If you’re interested, scan the QR code on the poster, or go to youth.rcdg.org.uk, for more details and to register.
2/ ADVENT YOUTH RETREAT: Takes place from 27th – 29th November at Gowanbank SU Centre, near Darvel. The retreat is open to all young people in P6-S3 (P7-S4 at time of the retreat) and costs £160 pp, however if you register before Easter it’s only £140 pp. The weekend includes a range of times of prayer, Mass, spiritual reflection, different outdoor activities and lots of time to relax and spend time with friends. Subsidies are available for those in need, or for families with more than one child wishing to attend – please contact the Youth Office by emailing: youth@rcdg.org.uk. Registration opens tomorrow – places are limited so be sure to sign up early to guarantee yours. Sign up by scanning the QR code or going to youth.rcdg.org.uk.

Festival of Synodality – Saturday 6 June 2026
We invite YOU to the National Festival of Synodality at Glasgow Caledonian University, a day inspired by Pope Francis’ call to be “witnesses to synodality.” The Festival will focus on Conversation in the Spirit, a simple and powerful way of communal discernment rooted in listening, conversion and mission.
The day will celebrate the fruits already flourishing in the Church in Scotland and include input from Bishop Alan McGuckian SJ, Fr David McCallum SJ and Sandra Chaoul. Participants will also have the opportunity to experience Conversation in the Spirit firsthand. Lunch is included.
All are welcome, especially those involved in parish and diocesan life, pastoral councils, schools and faith organisations.
Tickets: £65. Parishes and dioceses are encouraged to support those wishing to attend.
Tickets available: bit.ly/synodality26
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