
THE PARISHES OF ST MARTIN AND ST NINIAN'S, WHITHORN, OUR LADY AND ST NINIAN'S, NEWTON STEWART, ST PETER’S, DALBEATTIE AND ST ANDREW’S AND ST CUTHBERT’S, KIRKCUDBRIGHT, with THE CHURCH OF THE SACRED HEART, WIGTOWN, and including the former churches of ST JOHN’S, CASTLE DOUGLAS, and the CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION, GATEHOUSE OF FLEET
 Diocese of Galloway Registered Charity No. SC010576
Parish Priest: Fr William R. McFadden,
Parish Address: St Andrew’s and St Cuthbert’s, High Street, Kirkcudbright, DG6 4JW

Telephone Number: 01557 330687

Priest of the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham: Fr Simon Beveridge (01988 850323)

Parish Pastoral Assistant for St Andrew’s and St Cuthbert’s, Kirkcudbright: David Preston (01557 330650)
Emeritus Parish Deacon for Whithorn: Rev. Peter Marks (01671 830395) 
Parish Websites: www.catholicchurchgalloway.org.uk;  www.rckirkcudbright.org.uk; 

Parishes Email Addresses: kirkcudbright@gallowaydiocese.org.uk; dalbeattie@gallowaydiocese.org.uk; newtonstewart@gallowaydiocese.org.uk
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Masses and Services this Week

	
	Dalbeattie


	Kirkcudbright
	Newton Stewart
	Whithorn
	Wigtown

	Saturday

06 Dec
	14.00 Mass
	
	
	17.00 Service
	

	Sunday 

07 Dec
	
	09.30 Mass
	11.30 Mass
	
	

	Monday

08 Dec
	10.00 Service and Exposition
	
	
	
	11.00 Service 12.00 Ninian Moment

	Tuesday

09 Dec
	
	
	
	
	

	Wednesday 

10 Dec 
	10.00 Mass 
	
	
	10.30 No Mass*  

	

	Thursday 

11 Dec
	
	
	11.00 Service
	
	

	Friday 

12 Dec
	10.00 Service
	10.00 Service
	
	
	

	Saturday

13 Dec
	14.00 Mass
	
	
	17.00 Mass
	

	Sunday
14 Dec
	
	09.30 Mass
	11.30 Mass
	
	


(*) The Masses in Whithorn on Wednesdays at 10.30 will be celebrated by Fr Simon in accordance with the liturgy of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham. The Rosary will be said after this Mass on Wednesdays. 

Recent Dead and Anniversaries: Please pray for those who have died recently and for those whose anniversaries are at this time, including Cathie O’Mara.
Feasts This Week: Monday – Immaculate Conception of Our Lady; Saturday – St Lucy
For a more comprehensive copy of the Bulletin please go to the parish website or the St Andrew’s and St Cuthbert’s Facebook page.

Facebook Pages: Please view on Facebook at St Andrew’s and St Cuthberts R C Church Kirkcudbright, or St Peter’s, Dalbeattie, for up-to-date posts and information.

The Sacrament of Confirmation; Bishop Dougan has announced that the normal practice for the celebration of Confirmation will no longer be before the reception of First Holy Communion (P4).  It will be celebrated at a later age.  He has yet to decide what that age will be and will enter a process of consultation and discernment over the coming months.  He will also publish a fuller explanation of his decision in the coming weeks.

St Andrew’s and St Cuthbert’s, Kirkcudbright

1/ Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation: After Mass on Sunday 14th December.

2/ Children’s Nativity and Carols: On Sunday 21st December St Andrew’s and St Cuthbert’s Children’s Liturgy group will be sharing the nativity story and carols in church immediately after the 09.30 Mass, followed by (festive!) morning tea in the hall. All welcome! 
3/ TLC Café: On Fridays from 12.00-13.30.

4/ Kirkcudbright Churches Together Cuthbert Moment: A time of prayer in Greyfriars Church, Kirkcudbright, on Thursdays at 11.00.

5/ Tea and Coffee: Please join in the Tea and Coffee in the hall after Sunday Mass.
East Wigtownshire Parishes 
1/ Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation: After Mass on Sunday 14th December.
2/ Our Lady & St Ninian's Christmas Carols and Readings: Friday 19th December from 18.30. All welcome. Mulled Wine, Tea, Coffee and mince pies afterwards. Children invited to dress in Nativity costumes.

3/ East Wigtownshire Parishes Pastoral Committee (Parish Voices) and Finance Committee AGM/Parish Community Gathering: Sunday January 18th after 11.30 Mass. An opportunity for our community to come together and reflect on the pastoral initiatives of 2025 and to consider what we as a community need to consider going forward. Agenda and papers for this meeting will be available nearer the date.

4/ Ninian Moments":  On Mondays at 12.00 in the Church of the Sacred Heart, Wigtown, and in Whithorn in St Martin and St Ninian’s on the first Thursday of each month at 12.00. Please support this ecumenical prayer. 
5/ First Friday Taize Inspired Contemplative Prayer Sessions: In the Sacred Heart Church, Wigtown, at 18.30, on the first Friday of the month.
6/ Prayers for Peace: On Tuesdays from 12.00-12.30 in Penninghame Parish Church, and in Sacred Heart Church, Wigtown, on the third Monday of the month, from 12.30-13.00 (after Ninian Moment)   
Pope Leo’s Prayer Intention for December – For Christians in areas of conflict; Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of peace, reconciliation and hope.
Christmas Mass Times

Christmas Eve: Dalbeattie – 14.00 (Carols from 13.30); Whithorn – 18.00

Christmas Day: Kirkcudbright – 09.30; Whithorn – 10.30 (Ordinariate Rite); Newton Stewart – 11.30

St Peter’s, Dalbeattie
1/ Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation: After Mass on Saturday 13th December.

2/ TLC Café: Soup and Sandwich Lunch: Tuesdays from 12.00-13.30 in the Maxwell Room. 
3/ Christmas Raffle: In aid of HCPT which offers lifechanging pilgrimage holidays for disabled and disadvantaged children. Money raised will go towards the cost of sending a helper with the pilgrimage to Lourdes next Easter. There will be a selection of prizes including Christmas hamper, bottles of spirits and a meat joint. Draw will take place Saturday 13th December. 3 tickets per £1.00
Local Foodbank Donations

Donations of tins etc can be left in the boxes at the back of the churches. Please ensure that there is a 6 month sell by date on each item. Monetary donations also welcome and donations can be made via the parishes website. 
Parish Finances

Thank you for your contributions to the parish finances. Opportunities for online donations are available: 
https://givealittle.co/c/RCDalbeattie        https://givealittle.co/c/RCEastWigtownshire
https://givealittle.co/c/RCKirkcudbright    

There are also machines for contactless card payments in Kirkcudbright and in Newton Stewart. 
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  (Kirkcudbright)                 (Dalbeattie) 
Fr William: Is scheduled to have surgery on his throat on 16th December. He will be absent from the parish until the new year. We thank those priests, including Bishop Frank, who will cover Masses in his absence.  

Father William’s Sunday Homilies

Available as podcasts. Simply go to the parishes website on www.catholicchurchgalloway.org.uk and click on the link, or click on the QR code below. [image: image3.png]



Patients in D & G Royal Infirmary and in other hospitals: Anyone wishing a visit and/or to receive the Sacraments while in hospital should text or message the DGRI RC chaplain on 07591 230828. 
Youth Leaders Needed: What’s involved? Adult leaders are asked to attend MONTHLY events in St Teresa’s, Dumfries, to supervise and ensure safeguarding at them and to cook pizza. All that’s required is 2 hours per month, and, with sufficient leaders you wouldn’t need to volunteer every month. You will not be expected to lead the evenings, or to prepare resources/ activities for the evening – all of the preparation, planning, and promotion is done by our Diocesan Youth Office in collaboration with their S3 Junior Leaders. Could you help? Email youth@rcdg.org.uk for more details or to volunteer.

THE PARABLES OF JESUS (YOUNG ADULTS (S5-30) EVENING): Join young adults (S5-30) from across the Diocese in St Teresa’s, Dumfries, on Sunday 7th December for their monthly Young Adults Evening. For their next evening, they’ll be joined by Fr Mark Kelly as he speaks on ‘The Parables of Jesus: Understanding Christ’s teaching in the Gospels’. The evening begins with Mass at 6.00 pm, with the talk beginning at 6.30 pm.
Young Adults Online Sessions: Can’t make it to our Diocesan Young Adults evenings in person? Aged S5-30? You can now join their monthly evenings online via Microsoft Teams to hear the talk and to take part in the discussion. Interested? Register your interest on the Diocesan Youth Office’s website: https://youth.rcdg.org.uk/online-participation/ and ahead of each evening you’ll be emailed a link to enable you to participate online.

YOUTH (P6-S4) EVENINGS: The next monthly Cluster Youth Evening for young people in P6-S4 takes place in St Teresa’s, Dumfries on Sunday 21st December. The next evening will reflect on ‘Advent & Christmas: Preparing to welcome Christ’. The evening runs from 5.00 – 7.00 pm, beginning with Mass at 5.00 pm. See you there!
Supporting Youth Ministry: The Youth Office’s new online store is now open for business! Go to youth.rcdg.org.uk/shop to get a range of different items including their 2026 Calendar featuring photos from all of their events this year, including the launch of their Youth Evenings in Ayr and Ardrossan. Order today for delivery in early November. Alternatively, email youth@rcdg.org.uk for an order form. By buying these products you’ll receive a great quality product and be helping to support youth ministry in the Diocese.

Galloway Youth 200 Club: Are you passionate about supporting youth and young adults ministry in Galloway? The Youth Office runs events across the Diocese to help young people grow in faith and friendship to come to know and love God through like minded groups. To help continue to run and grow these events, as well as supporting participation for disadvantaged persons, they’re launching a new 200 Club. For £5 a month you can help support their work and win cash prizes. For details, and to register, go to: youth.rcdg.org.uk/200-club

Safeguarding: Regular Safeguarding updates can be accessed on the diocesan website at www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk
The National Commission for Marriage, Family and Life: The latest Newsletter can be found at www.marriagefamilyandlife.org.uk 

