
toothpaste

rubber tires

medicines

vitamins

plastic toys

paint

wallpaper

cookies

cakes 

pies

peanut butter

diapers

makeup 

soap 

pudding 

soup 

baby food

powdered sugar

batteries 

glue

crayons 

pop 

cereal 

salad dressings

ice cream

crackers

yogurt

mustard

ketchup

pickle relish

chewing gum

gasoline

bandage

jelly

chips 

pretzels 

corn on the cob

canned vegetables 

Tale of two corns: Uses
Instructions: Circle the products you think have
corn in them. Then, count how many you got right!

Name:                                                                        

Class:                                                                         

Guess:                                  

Total:                                    

Total-guess:                    

# Correct:                          



Lesson:

The makeup of each kind of corn is different. Since sweet corn is harvested

when it is immature and still in the milk stage, when the kernel is squishy, it is

used primarily for human consumption. 

When sweet corn is harvested, it is picked from the field and then sold by the

grower at local markets or sent to packers where it is processed. 

Field corn, on the other hand, has many different uses. After it is harvested, it

is usually stored at a local grain elevator or on a farm’s bin site, which holds the

corn and dries it.

From storage at either the elevator or a bin site, corn is taken to many

different places depending on what it is going to be used for. 

Some corn is taken to feed mills and other locations where livestock feed can

be made. 

Also, a lot of the corn goes to ethanol plants so that it can be made into fuel

for people to use. 

Some corn is also sent to barges on local rivers where it travels down rivers

and may eventually end up on its way to other countries. 

The rest of the corn is sent to various processing plants where it can be made

into all kinds of products and many of which you would never think of. For

example, corn can make crayons, chips, vitamins, paint, plastic, and it also can

be made into high fructose corn syrup, which is in MANY foods. 

Answer key: Every product can – and usually does – contain corn!
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Total: 235 Billion Bushels 

____ ____ ____ ____

Where IL Corn Goes (Math)
Instructions: Use the percentages from the pie chart to calculate
how many bushels of corn are in each category. Then, draw the
column on the bar chart below.

Workspace:
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Where IL Corn Goes (Math)
Instructions: Use the percentages from the pie chart to calculate how many bushels
of corn are in each category. Then, draw the column on the bar chart below.

teacher copy



Lesson:

Now that students have background knowledge on all of the different uses of

corn, have small groups pick a use (it could be one of the big 4 categories, or a

specific product they’re interested in) and do independent research.

See below for an example of one-pagers on a corn product, or have

students sketch out a model by hand. 

Students can do a short presentation on their product to the class.

The next page guides students through the research process.
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Tale of two corns: Uses
Instructions: Circle the products you think have
corn in them. Then, count how many you got right!

Name:                                                                        

Group Members:                                                 

Use of corn:                                                                                                                                                     

Give a brief description of why corn is used in this product:                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                               

Now, research your product and break it’s production down into 4-5 easy steps.

Try to focus on the steps of the process where corn is incorporated.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

On the next page, sketch a rough draft of this process.



1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
Once your teacher approves of your steps & sketch, move on to your final draft.
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