

                       Erindale United Church
   embracing, proclaiming and practising the Gospel

                                               *Please stand if you are able.
                Please join in the responses printed in bold type                   

15th Sunday after Pentecost       	          September 6, 2026

♫ Prelude 

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 
 
*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also, with you.
Sing to God a new song.
We will worship God, our Maker!
Let us praise God with song and dance,
For God is gracious and loving!
Let us bring God glory and honour,
Praise the Lord.

♫ *Hymn of Praise 	“It's a Song of Praise to the Maker”    MV30

Prayer of Approach 
God of grace and glory,
your creative power is beyond imagining,
your love is wider than the whole universe,
your mercy is beyond the highest heavens,
your wisdom is deeper than the seas.
Maker of all things,
you became one of us in Jesus Christ,
walking the roads we take each day,
experiencing the joys and frustrations of life in your world,
and preaching your reign in word and action.
Through your Spirit, 
you are present with us in every time and place
to comfort and challenge us. 
For all that you have been, are and will be,
we worship you as Creator, Christ, and Spirit,
now and always. 

Merciful God, 
although Christ offers us peace,
we confess we are a people divided;
we harbour fears and jealousy 
which set neighbour against neighbour, 
group against group and 
nation against nation.
We pursue profit and pleasures which harm creation 
and the wellbeing of all people.
Have mercy upon us, O God.
Set us free from our old ways 
to serve you as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ.. 
In Jesus’ name we pray, amen!

Assurance of Grace 
[bookmark: _Hlk214532743]Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance. The Apostle Paul wrote in the book of Romans: If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. (Romans 10:9-10)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer		     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

The Blessing of the Backpacks

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]God of Word and Wisdom, send us your Holy Spirit, so that by your light, we may see clearly what you call us to be and to do. Engage us by your truth so we know how best to follow Christ Jesus, your living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Exodus 12:1-14
Matthew 18:15-20

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Sermon 				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ Hymn of Reflection 	“Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”  
       VU325

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]God of love,
Creator of heaven and earth,
we are filled with gratitude for the blessings of this life:
for making us in your image to love and care for one another;
for the gift of Christ, who redeems and guides us,
and gives us a pattern for everyday living;
and for the work of the Spirit, who works in us, through us and beyond us.

In your loving kindness, 
hear us now as we pray for situations 
where your love and grace are needed: 

We pray for the church in this place and around the world, 
facing so many new challenges to respond to so many enduring needs.	
We pray for this beautiful planet, the fragile home we share with all living things.
	
We pray for children and youth who worry about the future of the planet and their place in that future.
We pray for those who govern in this city/town/area and the nations of the world, 
that they may find the wisdom and courage to do justice for all in the decisions they make.
	
We pray for the homeless and the hungry, for the unemployed and the uncertain, 
and for all who struggle with daily decisions for their families and their future.	
We pray for those who mourn, for those who face illness or isolation, 
and for all whose situations we carry in our hearts this day.
	
God with us, we thank you for your all-embracing love that touches all life and each life, and keeps us in communion with those dear to us who now live with you.
We ask these things through Christ, our Lord, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn:  “We Give Thee But Thine Own”         VU543
We give thee but thine own,
What e’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone,
A trust, O God, from thee.

*Dedication of Our Offering

♫ *Communion Hymn 	“One Bread, One Body”        VU467

Invitation 

Holy Greeting	
The Lord be with you.
And also, with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Prayer
It is right that we should praise you, gracious God, for you created all things. You formed us in your own image: male and female, you created us. When we turned away from you in sin, you did not cease to care for us but opened a path of salvation for all people. You made a covenant with Israel and, through your servants, Abraham and Sarah, gave the promise of a blessing to all nations. Through Moses, you led your people from bondage into freedom; through the prophets, you renewed your promise of salvation. Therefore, with them and with all your saints who have served you in every age, we give you thanks and raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your Holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen!

Narrative of the Institution of the Lord’s Supper 

The Mystery of Our Faith
Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again!

Thanksgiving and Consecration 

The Re-Enactment

[bookmark: _Hlk479090700]Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Grant us your peace.
(Let us be silent as we contemplate this holy and solemn act of worship)

THE SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE WINE

♫ Distribution Hymn 	“Worship the Lord”		       VU401

Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also, with you. 

Post Communion Prayer
Gracious and loving God, we give you thanks for the invitation to your table. For there, we have tasted your death and seen your resurrection; we have feasted at your table and have been filled with unending life. May we now return to the duties that await us in the world, ever more resolved to be faithful to you and loving to one another. Through Jesus Christ, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God – world without end. Amen!

Pastoral Prayer			  	    

[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ *Closing Hymn      “May the God of Hope Go with Us”    VU424

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    

♫ Postlude

Acknowledgements: 
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Scripture
Old Testament: Exodus 12:1–14 (NIV)
1 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 “This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your year. 3 Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. 4 If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. 5 The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the members of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. 7 Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. 8 That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. 9 Do not eat the meat raw or boiled in water, but roast it over a fire—with the head, legs and internal organs. 10 Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. 11 This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover.
12 “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of both people and animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. 13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.
14 “This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord—a lasting ordinance.

Gospel: Matthew 18:15–20 (NIV)
15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.
18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
19 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”

It's a Song of Praise to the Maker
1. It’s a song of praise to the Maker,
The thrush sings high in the tree.
It’s a song of praise to the Maker,
The gray whale sings in the sea,

Refrain:
And by the Spirit you and I
Can join our voice to the holy cry
And sing, sing, sing to the Maker too.

2. It’s a call of life to the Giver
When waves and waterfalls roar.
It’s a call of life to the Giver
When high tides break on the shore,

Refrain

3. It’s a hymn of love to the Lover;
The bumblebees hum along.
It’s a hymn of love to the Lover;
The summer breeze joins the song,

Refrain

4. It’s the chorus of all creation;
It’s sung by all living things.
It’s the chorus of all creation;
A song the universe sings,

Refrain

It’s a Song of Praise to the Maker, Ruth Duck/Ron Klusmeier
© 1992, G.I.A. Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation
1. Christ is made the sure foundation,
Christ the head and cornerstone,
Chosen of the Lord, and precious,
Binding all the church in one,
Holy Zion’s help for ever,
And its confidence alone.

2. To this temple where we call you,
Come, O Lord of hosts, today;
With your faithful loving-kindness
Hear your servants as they pray,
And your fullest benediction
Shed within its walls alway.

3. Here bestow on all your servants
What they ask of you to gain,
What they gain from you for ever 
With the blessed to retain,
And hereafter in your glory
Evermore with you to reign.

4. Laud and honour to the Father,
Laud and honour to the Son,
Laud and honour to the Spirit, 
Ever three and ever one,
One in might, and one in glory,
While unending ages run.

One Bread, One Body
Refrain:
One bread, one body, one Lord of all,
One cup of blessing which we bless;
And we, though many, throughout the earth,
We are one body in this one Lord.

1. Gentile or Jew, servant or free,
Woman or man, no more.

Refrain

2. Many the gifts, many the works,
One in the Lord of all.

Refrain

3. Grain for the fields, scattered and grown,
Gathered to one, for all.

Refrain

One Bread, One Body, John B. Foley 
© 1978, John B. Foley and New Dawn Music, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Worship the Lord
Refrain:
Worship the Lord (worship the Lord)
Worship the Father, the Spirit, the Son,
Raising our hands (raising our hands)
In devotion to God who is one!

1. Raising our hands as a sign of rejoicing,
And with our lips our togetherness voicing,
Giving ourselves to a life of creativeness,
Worship and work must be one!

Refrain

2. Praying and training that we be a blessing,
And by our handiwork daily confessing:
We are committed to serving humanity,
Worship and work must be one!

Refrain

3. Called to be partners with God in creation,
Honouring Christ as the Lord of the nation,
We must be ready for risk and for sacrifice,
Worship and work must be one!

Refrain

4. Bringing the bread and the wine to the table,
Asking that we may be led and enabled,
Truly united to build new communities,
Worship and work must be one!

Refrain

5. Now in response to the life you are giving,
Help us, O Father, to offer our living,
Seeking a just and a healing society,
Worship and work must be one!

Refrain

Worship the Lord, Ron Klusmeier/Fred Kaan 
Words © 1974, Hope Publishing Company, Music © 1977, Ron Klusmeier, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

May the God of Hope Go with Us
1. May the God of hope go with us every day,
Filling all our lives with love and joy and peace.
May the God of justice speed us on our way,
Bringing light and hope to every land and race.

Refrain:
Praying, let us work for peace, 
Singing, share our joy with all,
Working for a world that’s new,
Faithful when we hear Christ’s call.

2. May the God of healing free the earth from fear,
Freeing us for peace, both treasured and pursued.
May the God of love keep our commitment clear
To a world restored, to human life renewed.

Refrain

May the God of Hope Go with Us, Fred Kaan
© 1993, Hope Publishing Company, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.
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