

                       Erindale United Church
   embracing, proclaiming and practising the Gospel

                                               *Please stand if you are able.
                Please join in the responses printed in bold type                   

16th Sunday after Pentecost       	        September 13, 2026

♫ Prelude

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 

Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 

♫ Introit 	“In All Times Past”
 
*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also, with you.
Praise the God of life.
Let us praise God together.
For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is God’s steadfast love;
as far as the east is from the west, so far God removes our sins.
So let us rejoice in God’s gracious presence.
Let us praise the God of mercy together.

♫ *Hymn of Praise 	“Joyful, Joyful We Adore You” 	       VU232

Prayer of Approach 
God of might and mercy, 
the heavens and the earth are full of your glory.
Your love transforms our lives.
You enter our confusion and give insight.
You bear our grief and bring healing.
You see our fatigue and renew strength.
You sense our fear and spark courage.
You know death and raise up new life.
So, we come before you in worship, 
handing over to you all that weighs us down.
Renew us in this time of worship, we pray, 
so that we may serve you with joy in Jesus’ name.

Merciful God, 
our lives do not always reflect your transforming power. 
You are gracious, but we cling to judgment. 
You are kind, but we can be cruel. 
You are forgiving, but we nurse grudges and old wounds. 
Forgive us, O God.
Fill us with your Holy Spirit, 
and make us new through Christ, your Son and our Saviour. 
In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Assurance of Grace 
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance. The Psalmist David declared in the book of Psalms: The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He will not always accuse, nor will he harbour his anger forever; he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. (Psalm 103:8-12)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer		     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn:  “We Give Thee But Thine Own”         VU543
We give thee but thine own,
What e’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone,
A trust, O God, from thee.

* Dedication of Our Offering

[bookmark: _Hlk110260266]Scripture				      Rev. Greg Smith-Young
Nehemiah 9:19-21
This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Reflection				      Rev. Greg Smith-Young

Café Conversation		      	      Rev. Greg Smith-Young

Next Steps 		      		      Rev. Greg Smith-Young

Prayer for Erindale UC		      Rev. Greg Smith-Young

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    
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Scripture
Nehemiah 9:19‒21 (NIV)		
19 “Because of your great compassion you did not abandon them in the wilderness. By day the pillar of cloud did not fail to guide them on their path, nor the pillar of fire by night to shine on the way they were to take. 20 You gave your good Spirit to instruct them. You did not withhold your manna from their mouths, and you gave them water for their thirst. 21 For forty years you sustained them in the wilderness; they lacked nothing, their clothes did not wear out nor did their feet become swollen.
Joyful, Joyful We Adore You
1. Joyful, joyful, we adore you,
God of glory, life and love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before you,
Opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
Drive the gloom of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day.

2. All your works with joy surround you,
Earth and heaven reflect your rays,
Stars and angels sing around you,
Centre of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flowery meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain,
Sound their praise eternally.

3. You are giving and forgiving,
Ever blessing, ever blest,
Wellspring of the joy of living,
Ocean depth of happy rest!
Source of grace and fount of blessing,
Let your light upon us shine;
Teach us how to love each other,
Lift us to the joy divine.

4. Mortals join the mighty chorus
Which the morning stars began;
God’s own love is reigning o’er us,
Joining people hand in hand.
Ever singing, march we onward,
Victors in the midst of strife;
Joyful music leads us sunward
In the triumph song of life.
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