

                       Erindale United Church
   embracing, proclaiming and practising the Gospel

                                               *Please stand if you are able.
                Please join in the responses printed in bold type                   

19th Sunday after Pentecost       	           	   October 4, 2026
World Communion Sunday

♫ Gathering Song 	“We Gather as Christ’s Body”

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 

♫ Introit 	“Each Blade of Grass”
 
*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.
The banqueting table is prepared, and God calls us to the feast.
We have come from east and west, from north and south, to sit at Christ’s table.
Here compassion, love, and grace pour out like fine wine.
Here we taste the bread of life, bread for our journey.
There are gifts of God for all the people of God.
Let us taste and see that the Lord is good!

♫ *Hymn of Praise    “In Christ There Is No East or West”   VU606

Prayer of Approach 
Almighty God,
as the seasons change, we know that you are ever-constant
and see that you are still at work in the world,
transforming hearts, situations, and lives.
You have shown us the true face of love in Jesus Christ,
reaching out with healing and hope to touch desperate lives.
We praise you for your love that works for reconciliation 
among neighbours and nations in this divided world.
May we see the face of Jesus as we break bread at his table. 
Renew our hope by the gift of your Spirit at work among us, 
so that we can live to praise you 
as one God now and always
with the whole Church that bears Jesus’ name.  

Merciful God, 
you love us, but we have not loved you. 
You call, but we have not listened. 
We walk away from neighbours in need, 
wrapped in our own concerns. 
We fail to condemn evil, prejudice, warfare, and greed. 
God of grace, 
Forgive who we have been, amend who we are 
and direct who we shall be
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. 
In Jesus’ name we pray, amen!

Assurance of Grace 
[bookmark: _Hlk214532743]Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance. Jesus offered these words of comfort in the Gospel of John:  39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.” (John 6:39-40)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer			     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]God of Word and Wisdom, send us your Spirit of wisdom, so that we may hear your Word speaking through the Scriptures with ears that understand and hearts that respond in love to Jesus Christ, your living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Exodus 20:1–4, 7–9, 12–20
Matthew 21:33-46

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Sermon 				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ Hymn of Reflection      “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness”  	       VU375

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]Loving God, you are our Creator and Sustainer. 
We pray for those who are hungry. 
We pray for those who are malnourished and starving, 
[bookmark: _Hlk488101287]and watching helplessly as loved ones die.
We pray for those who are emotionally empty,
who are lonely and long for companionship and love, 
who are caught in the grip of depression, 
or overwhelmed with grief.
We pray for those who are spiritually empty, 
who are troubled, but don’t know where to turn; 
who long for purpose and meaning, but don’t know where to look; who need you, but do not yet know you.
We pray for those affected by unrest, violence, and war; 
for their families and the families of those who lost loved ones in these times of turmoil.

O God, we praise you for your abundant gifts in our lives. 
Pour out your Spirit on us. 
Fill us with your compassion and love, 
so that we would willingly share some of our abundance 
with those who have need. 
We ask these things through Christ our Lord. Amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn 	“We Give Our Thanks”	                    MV187
We give our thanks to God, 
We give our thanks to God,
We give our thanks to God,
We give our thanks to God.

*Dedication of Our Offering

♫ *Communion Hymn 	“Grateful”               	       MV182

Invitation 

Holy Greeting
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Prayer
It is right that we should praise you, gracious God, for you created all things. You formed us in your own image: male and female, you created us. When we turned away from you in sin, you did not cease to care for us but opened a path of salvation for all people. You made a covenant with Israel and, through your servants, Abraham and Sarah, gave the promise of a blessing to all nations. Through Moses, you led your people from bondage into freedom; through the prophets, you renewed your promise of salvation. Therefore, with them and with all your saints who have served you in every age, we give you thanks and raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your Holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen!

Narrative of the Institution of the Lord’s Supper 

The Mystery of Our Faith
Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again!

Thanksgiving and Consecration 

The Re-Enactment

[bookmark: _Hlk479090700]Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Grant us your peace.
(Let us be silent as we contemplate this holy and solemn act of worship)

THE SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE WINE

♫ Distribution Hymn      “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”     VU478

Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you. 

Post Communion Prayer
Gracious and loving God, we give you thanks for the invitation to your table. For there, we have tasted your death and seen your resurrection; we have feasted at your table and have been filled with unending life. May we now return to the duties that await us in the world, ever more resolved to be faithful to you and loving to one another. Through Jesus Christ, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God – world without end. Amen!
Pastoral Prayer			  	    

[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ *Closing Hymn 	“Go to the World”     		       VU420

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    

♫ *Sung Response 	“Sizohamba Naye”	 

♫ Postlude
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Scripture
Old Testament: Exodus 20:1–4, 7–9, 12–20 (NIV)
1 And God spoke all these words:
2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.
3 “You shall have no other gods before me.
4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.
7 “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.
8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labour and do all your work,
12 “Honour your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.
13 “You shall not murder.
14 “You shall not commit adultery.
15 “You shall not steal.
16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbour.
17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”
18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 19 and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.”
20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.”

Gospel: Matthew 21:33–46 (NIV)
33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. 34 When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit.
35 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 36 Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 37 Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said.
38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 39 So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”
41 “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.”
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:
“‘The stone the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this,
    and it is marvellous in our eyes’?
43 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. 44 Anyone who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.”
45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking about them. 46 They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a prophet.

In Christ There Is No East or West
1. In Christ there is no east or west, 
In him no south or north,
But one great family of love
Throughout the whole wide earth.

2. In him shall true hearts everywhere
Their high communion find;
His service is the golden cord
Close binding humankind.

3. Join hands, then, people of the faith,
Whate’er your race may be;
All children of the living God
Are surely kin to me.

4. In Christ now meet both east and west,
In him meet south and north;
All Christlike souls are one in him
Throughout the whole wide earth.

Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness
Refrain:
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,
Blow thro’ the wilderness
Calling and free,
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,
Stir me from placidness,
Wind, Wind on the sea.

1. You moved on the waters,
You called to the deep,
Then you coaxed up the mountains
From the valleys of sleep;
And over the eons
You called to each thing:
Wake from your slumbers
And rise on your wings.

Refrain

2. You swept thro’ the desert,
You stung with the sand,
And you goaded your people
With a law and a land;
And when they were blinded
With their idols and lies,
Then you spoke thro’ your prophets
To open their eyes.

Refrain

3. You sang in a stable, 
You cried from a hill,
Then you whispered in silence
When the whole world was still;
And down in the city
You called once again,
When you blew thro’ your people
On the rush of the wind.

Refrain

4. You call from tomorrow,
You break ancient schemes,
From the bondage of sorrow
The captives dream dreams,
Our women see visions,
Our men clear their eyes,
With bold new decisions
Your people arise.

Refrain

Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness, James K. Manley 
© 1975, James K. Manley, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Grateful
Refrain:
Grateful for the life you give us,
Thankful for your Holy Son,
Joyful in your Spirit flowing
Over all, O God of Love.
Grateful for the Bread of Heaven,
Thankful for your Holy Word,
Joyful in your mercy flowing,
We will praise you.

1. You are more than we imagine,
Ancient, Holy, Living Lord.
Even when we doubt your presence
You are faithful to your Word.

Refrain

2. May our lives proclaim your justice, 
May our voices sing your praise.
May our hands work in your service
To the glory of your name.

Refrain

Grateful, Tom Tomaszek
© 2003, Tom Tomaszek, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

You Satisfy the Hungry Heart
Refrain:
You satisfy the hungry heart
With gift of finest wheat.
Come, give to us, O saving Lord,
The bread of life to eat.

1. As when the shepherd calls the sheep,
They know and heed that voice,
So when you call your family,
We follow and rejoice.

Refrain

2. With joyful lips we sing to you
Our praise and gratitude,
That you should count us worthy friends,
To share this heavenly food.

Refrain

3. Is not the cup we bless and share
The blood of Christ out-poured?
Do not one cup, one loaf, declare
Our oneness in the Lord?

Refrain

4. The mystery of your presence here
No mortal tongue can tell;
Whom all the world cannot contain
Comes in our hearts to dwell.

Refrain

5. In gracious love you give yourself;
Then selfless let us be,
To serve each other in your name
In truth and charity.

You Satisfy the Hungry Heart, Robert E. Kreutz/Omer Westendorf
© 1976, Archdiocese of Philadelphia, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Go to the World
1. Go to the world! Go into all the earth.
Go preach the cross where Christ renews life’s worth,
Baptising as the sign of our rebirth.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

2. Go to the world! Go into every place.
Go live the Word of God’s redeeming grace.
Go seek God’s presence in each time and space.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

3. Go to the world! Go struggle, bless and pray;
The nights of tears give way to joyous day.
As servant Church, you follow Christ’s own way.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

4. Go to the world! Go as the ones I send,
For I am with you ‘til the age shall end,
When all the hosts of glory cry “Amen!”
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

Go to the World, Sylvia Dunstan 
Words © 1991, G.I.A. Publications, Inc., All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.
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