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Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost	             October 26, 2025
Reformation Sunday

♫ Prelude	

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church

Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 

♫ Introit 	“Lead Me, Lord”			   S. Wesley

*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.
From the routines of work and school, home and play,
we have come to worship God.
With the weight of the world heavy on our hearts,
we have come to worship God.
In the midst of our fears and our hopes, 
we offer our prayer and praise in Jesus’ name.
For we trust in God’s power and presence, 
so let us worship God with heart, mind, soul and strength.

♫ *Opening Hymn:  “Be Thou My Vision”		       VU642

Opening Prayer of Praise and Confession
Creator God, 
we come into your sanctuary 
and into your presence at this time to worship you, 
to give you the praise that you deserve, 
and to show you the love that we have for you because of who you are. We come to learn from you what you would have us do and be. 
Grant that this may be a time of prayer, 
communion, holy thought, and meditation. 
Grant too that we may rejoice 
no matter what the circumstances in our lives are 
right now and will be – developing a stronger faith in you. 

Merciful God,
You created human beings with gifts of intelligence and imagination.
Yet we confess we often use these gifts to exploit your creation
and put others in their place.
So often we think that we are great when we are small.
Or we claim smallness when you set a challenge before us. 
We convince ourselves that our sin is not nearly as great as others;
yet, every sin offends your purpose for us.
Forgive us, we pray, 
and grant us a truer picture of ourselves. 
In Jesus’ name, we pray, amen.

Assurance of Pardon
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance: “I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people (declares the Lord). I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more” (Jer. 31:33-34). To all who turn to the Lord, then, he says, ‘your sins are forgiven.’ He also says, ‘Follow me.’ 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…” 

♫ *Hymn:     “And on this Path”			           MV8

Message for All Ages

Prayer for Illumination
God of all truth, when we think that we have life all figured out, hold up the mirror of your Word so that we can see our own foolishness. If we think we are beyond forgiveness, reflect to us your Word of mercy and love, offered to us through Christ, your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture
Joel 2:23-32
Luke 18:9-14

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.  

Message   				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ *Hymn: 	“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”	       VU333

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn:  “What Can I Do” 		       MV191
What can I do? What can I bring?
What can I say? What can I sing?
I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer.
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share.

*Dedication of Our Offering

♫ *Hymn:   “Blessed Assurance”		                   VU5337

*Blessing and Sending Forth
[bookmark: _Hlk190864036][bookmark: _Hlk45890645]“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all” (2 Cor. 13:14). As you go, may God go with you, my friends. Amen!

♫ *Sung Response	“Halleluya! Pelo Tsa Rona”

♫ Postlude 

Thanks to Dr. Lori-Anne Dolloff for leading music today.

Acknowledgements: Respectfully adapted from the following resources: 
The United Church of Canada @ https://www.united-church.ca/worship; The Presbyterian Church in Canada @ https://presbyterian.ca/worship/; United Church of Christ Worship Ways @ https://www.ucc.org/worship_worship-ways; Spirit Networks @ http://www.spirit-net.ca/sermons/year-a-sermons.php; and The United Methodist Church Ministry Matters @ https://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/.

Scripture
Old Testament Reading: Joel 2:23‒32 (NIV)
23 Be glad, people of Zion, rejoice in the Lord your God, for he has given you the autumn rains because he is faithful. He sends you abundant showers, both autumn and spring rains, as before. 24 The threshing floors will be filled with grain; the vats will overflow with new wine and oil. 25 “I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten—the great locust and the young locust, the other locusts and the locust swarm—my great army that I sent among you. 26 You will have plenty to eat, until you are full, and you will praise the name of the Lord your God, who has worked wonders for you; never again will my people be shamed. 27 Then you will know that I am in Israel, that I am the Lord your God, and that there is no other; never again will my people be shamed. 28 “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. 29 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 30 I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and billows of smoke. 31 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. 32 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the Lord has said, even among the survivors whom the Lord calls.

Gospel Reading: Luke 18:9‒14 (NIV)
9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 
11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

Be Thou My Vision
1. Be thou my vision, O joy of my heart;
Naught be all else to me save that thou art,
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping thy presence my light.

2. Be thou my wisdom, my calm in all strife;
I ever with thee, and thou in my life;
Thou loving parent, thy child may I be,
Thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee.

3. Be thou my battle shield, sword for the fight;
Be thou my dignity, thou my delight,
Thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tower;
Raise thou me heavenward, O power of my power.

4. Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance, now and always;
Thou and thou only, the first in my heart,
Great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.

5. Great God of heaven, after victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O ruler of all.

And on this Path
1. And on this path,
The gates of holiness are open wide!
(x3)
Open wide! Open wide! Open wide!
The gates are open wide!

2. So enter in
The gates of holiness are open wide!
(x3)
Open wide! Open wide! Open wide!
The gates are open wide!

And on this Path, Linnea Good/Lynn Bauman
Words © 2000, Lynn Bauman, music © 2003, Borealis Music , All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
1. Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down,
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
All thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love thou art;
Visit us with thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart.

2. Come, almighty to deliver; 
Let us all thy grace receive;
Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve thee as thy hosts above,
Pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 
Glory in thy perfect love.

3. Finish, then, thy new creation; 
Pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see thy great salvation 
Perfectly restored in thee,
Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in heaven we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise.

Blessed Assurance
1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
Born of the Spirit, washed in Christ’s blood.

Refrain
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Saviour all the day long;
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Saviour all the day long.

2. Perfect submission, perfect delight! 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
Angels descending, bring from above
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love.

Refrain

3. Perfect submission, all is at rest,
I in my Saviour am happy and blessed;
Watching and waiting, looking above,
Filled with God’s goodness, lost in Christ’s love.

Refrain
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