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22nd Sunday after Pentecost       	           	 October 25, 2026
Reformation Sunday

♫ Prelude 	

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 

♫ Introit 	“Lead Me, Lord”			S. Wesley
 
*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.
The Lord our God has been our dwelling place in all generations. From everlasting to everlasting God is God, 
and so we come to worship him. 
Our God satisfies us every morning with his steadfast love, 
so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
So, let us tell of God’s glorious power 
and praise God’s holy name. 
Let us offer God the work of our hands 
and praise from the depths of our hearts. 
Let us worship God together!

♫ *Hymn of Praise    “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”   VU326

Prayer of Approach 
Almighty God, 
you who are our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, 
we worship, praise, and thank you 
for all the wonderful things you have done for us 
and for all creation. 
You are our God, 
who is gracious and loving, holy and eternal; 
your love is steadfast, your presence ever near, 
yet you come to us in surprising ways 
and unexpected places. 
We pray that you will bless us with your presence 
as we worship you. 
Feed us with your Word 
and help us commit ourselves anew to you 
and to the work of your Kingdom 
by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
so that your will may be done here where we are 
and to the ends of the earth. 

Gracious God,
you know our hearts, 
the times we have truly loved one another 
and those times when we merely tolerated each other. 
You know our minds, 
the times we have truly focused on you, 
and the times when we pursued our own purposes. 
You know our stories, 
the times we have followed you faithfully, 
and the times we went our own way. 
Forgive our wavering discipleship 
and renew our commitment to live in your grace. 
We pray this of you in Jesus’ name, amen!

Assurance of Grace 
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance: The God of creation is a God of mercy. God is quick to forgive, and God’s promise of restoration is for all people. Do not lose heart. Those who humbly confess their sins find favour with God. For God answers prayer and forgives transgressions—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer		     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

♫ *Hymn 	“Each Blade of Grass”    		         MV37

Message for All Ages	

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]God of wisdom, send us your Holy Spirit as we listen to the Scriptures read and proclaimed on this day. Open our ears to hear your Word speaking to us. Open our hearts to receive your Word and respond in love and service, through Jesus Christ, your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Matthew 22:34-46

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

♫ Anthem 	“All People That on Earth Do Dwell”  	      T. Tallis

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Sermon 				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ Hymn of Reflection    “Pass Me Not, O Gentle Saviour”    VU665

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]God who is ever present with us, 
we are grateful for your presence in these uncertain times. 
Be with us as the months of global turmoil continue. 
Give us love in our hearts that will compel us 
to be attentive to the needs of those around us. 

O God of inspiration, 
we remember before you the many who struggle 
to recognise your presence or fail to hear your voice 
amid all the competing voices in our world. 
We pray for those feeling depressed or anxious, 
those facing grief and loneliness, 
and those who are worried about their health or their security. 
Do not forget these people even if they forget you, we pray. 
Comfort them and fill them with your peace.

O God of compassion, 
we pray for our country 
and all other nations facing immense challenges. 
Guide decision-makers and keep the hearts of those with resources open to those who do not have enough. 
We pray for places where justice is lacking, 
where violence threatens, or leaders are untrustworthy. 
Amplify the voices of wisdom and acts of courageous compassion 
to tend to the needs of people most at risk.

O God of grace, 
you call us to be your hands and feet, 
your voice and comfort in the world, following the example of Jesus. Equip us to respond to the needs around us in his name 
and make us bold to get started right here and right now. 
We ask these things through Christ, our Lord, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn 	“We Give Our Thanks”	                    MV187
We give our thanks to God, 
We give our thanks to God,
We give our thanks to God,
We give our thanks to God.

*Dedication of Our Offering

Pastoral Prayer
			  	    
[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ *Closing Hymn 	“We Are Pilgrims”     		       VU595

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    

♫ *Sung Response 	“I Will Call Upon the Lord”	 

♫ Postlude 

Acknowledgements: 
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Scripture
Old Testament: Deuteronomy 34:1–12 (NIV)
1 Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the plains of Moab to the top of Pisgah, across from Jericho. There the Lord showed him the whole land—from Gilead to Dan, 2 all of Naphtali, the territory of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Mediterranean Sea, 3 the Negev and the whole region from the Valley of Jericho, the City of Palms, as far as Zoar. 4 Then the Lord said to him, “This is the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob when I said, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ I have let you see it with your eyes, but you will not cross over into it.”
5 And Moses the servant of the Lord died there in Moab, as the Lord had said. 6 He buried him in Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but to this day no one knows where his grave is. 7 Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died, yet his eyes were not weak nor his strength gone. 8 The Israelites grieved for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days, until the time of weeping and mourning was over.
9 Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands on him. So the Israelites listened to him and did what the Lord had commanded Moses.
10 Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face, 11 who did all those signs and wonders the Lord sent him to do in Egypt—to Pharaoh and to all his officials and to his whole land. 12 For no one has ever shown the mighty power or performed the awesome deeds that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.

Gospel: Matthew 22:34–46 (NIV)
34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, 42 “What do you think about the Messiah? Whose son is he?”
“The son of David,” they replied.
43 He said to them, “How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him ‘Lord’? For he says,
44 “‘The Lord said to my Lord:
    “Sit at my right hand
until I put your enemies
    under your feet.”’
45 If then David calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?” 46 No one could say a word in reply, and from that day on no one dared to ask him any more questions.

O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
1. O for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of God’s grace.

2. Jesus! the name that charms our fears,
That bids our sorrows cease;
‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears,
‘Tis life and health and peace.

3. He speaks, and listening to his voice,
New life the dead receive,
The mournful broken hearts rejoice,
The humble poor believe.

4. Hear him, you deaf; you voiceless ones,
Your tongues again employ;
You blind, behold your Saviour comes,
And leap, you lame, for joy!

5. My gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad
The honours of your name.

Each Blade of Grass
1. Each blade of grass, ev’ry wing that soars,
The waves that sweep across a distant shore,
Make full the circle of God.
Each laughing child, ev’ry gentle eye,
A forest lit beneath a moonbright sky,
Make full the circle of God.

2. Each silent paw, ev’ry rounded stone,
The buzz that echoes from a honey’d comb,
Make full the circle of God.
Each fire-brimmed star, ev’ry outstretched hand,
The wind that leaps and sails across the land,
Make full the circle of God.

3. Each icy peak, ev’ry patterned shell,
The joyous chorus that the dawn foretells,
Make full the circle of God.
Each cosmic hue, ev’ry creature’s way,
All form the beauty of this vast array,
Making full the circle of God.

Each Blade of Grass, Keri K. Wehlander 
© 2005, Keri K. Wehlander, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Pass Me Not, O Gentle Saviour
1. Pass me not, O gentle Saviour,
Hear my humble cry;
While on others thou art calling,
Do not pass me by.

Refrain:
Saviour, Saviour, hear my humble cry;
While on others thou art calling,
Do not pass me by.

2. Let me at thy throne of mercy
Find a sweet relief,
Kneeling there in deep contrition;
Help my unbelief.

Refrain

3. Trusting only in thy merit,
Would I seek thy face;
Heal my wounded, broken spirit,
Save me by thy grace.

Refrain

4. Thou the spring of all my comfort,
More than life to me,
Whom have I on earth beside thee?
Whom in heaven but thee?

Refrain

We Are Pilgrims
1. We are pilgrims on a journey, fellow travellers on the road;
We are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load.

2. Sister, let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too.

3. I will hold the Christ-light for you in the night-time of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear.

4. I will weep when you are weeping, when you laugh I’ll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow, till we’ve seen this journey through.

5. When we sing to God in heaven, we shall find such harmony,
Born of all we’ve known together of Christ’s love and agony.

6. Brother, let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too.

We Are Pilgrims, Richard Gillard 
© 1977, Scripture in Song, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.
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