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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost	             October 19, 2025

♫ Gathering Song	“All Good Gifts”		S. Schwartz

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church

Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 

♫ Introit 	“Rise Up, Rise Up”

*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.
God promises us justice,
and teaches us persistence.
God promises us compassion,
and teaches us not to lose heart.
God promises to be with us
and teaches us to tend to each other.
So let us worship our God of comfort and challenge.
We will offer prayers and praise to our God of hope and healing.

♫ *Opening Hymn:  “Soil of God, You and I”  		       MV174

Opening Prayer of Praise and Confession
Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit, 
you breathe life into all things and nourish your whole creation. 
You are a rock and refuge for your people, 
for you are trustworthy in all things. 
Your love is the power at work in every situation,
seeking goodness and revealing truth, 
a love that will never let us go. 
In our time of worship, we offer you our love and loyalty
through Christ and in the power of the Holy Spirit.

God of our hopes and our hearts, 
You provide the gift of faith but we lose heart quickly.
Troubles weaken our trust and disappointments eat away at our commitment. 
Forgive us and create in us clean hearts and in your love, 
give us peace and perseverance. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
Remember, the promise of the Apostle Paul declares:
Neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, 
nor anything in all creation can separate us from the love of God.
Let us rejoice that, no matter what is happening around us, 
no matter what we have done,
God’s deep love will never let us go.
Thanks be to God!

 The Lord’s Prayer
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…” 

♫ *Hymn:     “And on this Path”		        	       MV8

Message for All Ages

Prayer for Illumination
Inspiring God, by your Spirit, open our minds and hearts to receive your Word for today, whether it challenges or comforts us, so that we may live more faithfully as we follow Jesus Christ, your Living Word. Amen.

Scripture
John 3:1-8

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.  

Message   	“God 101”		      Rev. Warren McDougall

[bookmark: _Hlk211105867]♫ *Hymn: 	“Dear God, Who Loves All Humankind”       VU608

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn:  “What Can I Do” 		       MV191
What can I do? What can I bring?
What can I say? What can I sing?
I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer.
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share.

*Dedication of Our Offering

♫ *Hymn:   “Let All Things Now Living” 		       VU242

*Blessing and Sending Forth
In these complicated days, do not lose heart. 
Persevere with purpose and patience, 
confident that God honours your faithfulness.
And may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit,
and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Thanks be to God!

♫ *Sung Response	“If You Believe and I Believe”

♫ Postlude 

Scripture
Gospel Reading: John 3:1-8
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

Soil of God, You and I
1. Soil of God, you and I, stand ready to bear
Seeds of faith nourished by God’s tender care.
Growing in everyone for here God is found.
All stand together, we are … Holy ground.

2. Soil of God, you and I, now ready to be
Part of God’s promise, for others to see.
Open to everyone for here God is found.
All stand together, we are … Holy ground.

3. Soil of God, you and I, now called to rebirth,
Joining as partners with all of the earth.
Living in harmony for here God is found.
All stand together, this is … Holy ground.

Soil of God, You and I, Jim Hannah
© 1995, Jim Hannah, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

And on this Path
1. And on this path,
The gates of holiness are open wide!
(x3)
Open wide! Open wide! Open wide!
The gates are open wide!

2. So enter in
The gates of holiness are open wide!
(x3)
Open wide! Open wide! Open wide!
The gates are open wide!

And on this Path, Linnea Good/Lynn Bauman
Words © 2000, Lynn Bauman, music © 2003, Borealis Music , All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Dear God, Who Loves All Humankind 
11. Dear God, who loves all humankind,
Forgive our foolish ways;
Reclothe us in our rightful mind;
In purer lives thy service find,
In deeper reverence, praise.

2. In simple trust like theirs who heard,
Beside the Syrian sea,
The gracious calling of the Lord,
Let us, like them, without a word
Rise up, and follow thee.

3. O sabbath rest by Galilee!
O calm of hills above,
Where Jesus knelt to share with thee
The silence of eternity,
Interpreted by love!

4. Drop thy still dews of quietness 
Till all our strivings cease;
Take from our souls the strain and stress,
And let our ordered lives confess
The beauty of thy peace.

5. Breathe through the heats of our desire
Thy coolness and thy balm;
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire:
Speak through the earthquake, wind and fire,
O still small voice of calm!

Let All Things Now Living
1. Let all things now living 
A song of thanksgiving
To God our Creator triumphantly raise;
Who fashioned and made us, 
Protected and stayed us,
By guiding us on to the end of our days.
God’s banners are o’er us,
Pure light goes before us,
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night;
Till shadows have vanished
And darkness is banished,
As forward we travel from light into light.

2. By law God enforces, 
The stars in their courses
And sun in its orbit obediently shine;
The hills and the mountains,
The rivers and fountains,
The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine.
We, too, should be voicing
Our love and rejoicing;
With glad adoration a song let us raise:
Till all things now living
Unite in thanksgiving,
To God in the highest, hosanna and praise.

Let All Things Now Living, Katherine K. Davis 
Words © 1939, 1966, E. C. Schirmer Music Co., All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.
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