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                                               *Please stand if you are able.
                Please join in the responses printed in bold type                   

21st Sunday after Pentecost       	           	 October 18, 2026

♫ Prelude 	“10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)”	M. Redman

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 

♫ Introit 	“There's Enough for All”   
 
*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.
Let us sing to the LORD a new song.
We will bless God’s name from day to day.
Let us declare God’s marvellous deeds among all the people;
For God is great and greatly to be praised.
Let us praise God for God’s strength and beauty.
We will bring God honour 
and glory as we worship God’s holy name.

♫ *Hymn of Praise 	“We Praise You, O God”  	       VU218

Prayer of Approach 
Holy God, 
your mysterious presence stretches 
to the furthest reaches of the universe,
yet you draw near to us in Christ Jesus.
In him, you walk beside us, 
guiding us with wisdom, loving us with boundless grace.
We praise you that your love embraces the whole creation,
yet you find a place and a purpose for us mortals.
Your Spirit gives us the energy and insight we need to serve you.
Creator, Christ and Spirit, we are humbled in your presence.
In our worship, we offer you our love and loyalty,
now and always. 

Gracious God,
we confess we need your mercy.
We claim to be your people, but we forget to love as you do.
We claim to seek your guidance, but we follow our own ways.
Forgive us, O God,
Amend who we are and direct who you would have us be
for the sake of Christ, our Saviour and Friend. 
In Jesus’ name we pray, amen!

Assurance of Grace 
[bookmark: _Hlk214532743]Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance. The Apostle Paul wrote in the book of Romans: 9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. (Romans 10:9-10)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer			     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

♫ *Hymn 	“Each Blade of Grass”    		         MV37

Message for All Ages	

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]God of Word and Wisdom, as we turn to the scriptures, may we hear your voice calling us to deeper faith and truer devotion in Jesus Christ, your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Exodus 33:12-23
Matthew 22:15-22

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Sermon 				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ Hymn of Reflection  “All My Hope Is Firmly Grounded”  VU654

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]Benevolent God, 
we are grateful for your steadfast love 
amid so much that has changed over the years. 
But still, we face more unpredictable possibilities 
as the world rages on with crisis upon crisis. 
We pray that you may draw close to any 
who find the uncertainty unsettling 
and help us remain connected to you and to each other. 
Heal the world by a mighty, 
miraculous touch of your strong right hand.

In a time when so many have lost their jobs, 
and others have had their livelihoods threatened because of economic and  political turmoil, we pray that you will give encouragement to all. 
Help us to be good neighbours to one another, 
and kind to all we meet along the way. 

We pray for all those who are struggling in this time, 
in this country, on this continent, and across the world: 
we commend to you, 
those facing illness or waiting for treatment, 
those who have lost income and worry about coming expenses, 
and those without shelter, 
those who are grieving the loss of someone close, 
and those whose mental health is under pressure 
or has become frail in these times. 
Awaken your people around the world 
to attend to the needs of those at risk in our communities, 
so that they will know your comfort, compassion, and care. 
Heal all humanity by a mighty move of your Spirit.
We ask these things through Christ, our Lord, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn 	“We Give Our Thanks”	                    MV187
We give our thanks to God, 
We give our thanks to God,
We give our thanks to God,
We give our thanks to God.

*Dedication of Our Offering

Pastoral Prayer
			  	    
[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ *Closing Hymn 	“Let All Things Now Living”            VU242

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    

♫ *Sung Response 	“Asithi: Amen”  

♫ Postlude
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Scripture
Old Testament: Exodus 33:12–23 (NIV)
12 Moses said to the Lord, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. You have said, ‘I know you by name and you have found favor with me.’ 13 If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your people.”
14 The Lord replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.”
15 Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. 16 How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?”
17 And the Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by name.”
18 Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”
19 And the Lord said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the Lord, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.”
21 Then the Lord said, “There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. 22 When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.”

Gospel: Matthew 22:15–22 (NIV)
15 Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16 They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?”
18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? 19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, 20 and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?”
21 “Caesar’s,” they replied.
Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”
22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away.

We Praise You, O God
1. We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator;
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring.
We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you;
We bless your holy name, glad praises we sing.

2. We worship you, God of our mothers and fathers,
Through trial and tempest, companion and guide.
When perils o’ertake us, you will not forsake us,
But faithful to your promise, you walk by our side.

3. With voices united our praises we offer
And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise.
Our sins now confessing, we pray for your blessing,
To you, our great Redeemer, forever be praise!

Each Blade of Grass
1. Each blade of grass, ev’ry wing that soars,
The waves that sweep across a distant shore,
Make full the circle of God.
Each laughing child, ev’ry gentle eye,
A forest lit beneath a moonbright sky,
Make full the circle of God.

2. Each silent paw, ev’ry rounded stone,
The buzz that echoes from a honey’d comb,
Make full the circle of God.
Each fire-brimmed star, ev’ry outstretched hand,
The wind that leaps and sails across the land,
Make full the circle of God.

3. Each icy peak, ev’ry patterned shell,
The joyous chorus that the dawn foretells,
Make full the circle of God.
Each cosmic hue, ev’ry creature’s way,
All form the beauty of this vast array,
Making full the circle of God.

Each Blade of Grass, Keri K. Wehlander 
© 2005, Keri K. Wehlander, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

All My Hope Is Firmly Grounded
1. All my hope is firmly grounded
In our great and living Lord;
Who, whenever I most need him,
Never fails to keep his word.
God I must wholly trust,
God the ever good and just.

2. Tell me, who can trust our nature,
Human, weak, and insecure?
Which of all the airy castles
Can the hurricane endure?
Built on sand, naught can stand
By our earthly wisdom planned.

3. But in every time and season,
Our of love’s abundant store,
God sustains the whole creation,
Fount of life forevermore.
We who share earth and air
Count on God’s unfailing care.

4. Thank, O thank our great Creator,
Through God’s only Son this day;
God alone, the heavenly potter,
Made us out of earth and clay.
Quick to heed, strong in deed,
God shall all the people feed.

All My Hope Is Firmly Grounded, Herbert Howells/trans. Fred Pratt Green 
Translation © 1989, Hope Publishing Company, Music © 1968, Novello and Company Ltd., All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under CCLI, License #2728652. All rights reserved.

Let All Things Now Living
1. Let all things now living 
A song of thanksgiving
To God our Creator triumphantly raise;
Who fashioned and made us, 
Protected and stayed us,
By guiding us on to the end of our days.
God’s banners are o’er us,
Pure light goes before us,
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night;
Till shadows have vanished
And darkness is banished,
As forward we travel from light into light.

2. By law God enforces, 
The stars in their courses
And sun in its orbit obediently shine;
The hills and the mountains,
The rivers and fountains,
The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine.
We, too, should be voicing
Our love and rejoicing;
With glad adoration a song let us raise:
Till all things now living
Unite in thanksgiving,
To God in the highest, hosanna and praise.

Let All Things Now Living, Katherine K. Davis 
Words © 1939, 1966, E. C. Schirmer Music Co., All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.
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