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                                               *Please stand if you are able.
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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost	             October 12, 2025
Thanksgiving Sunday

♫ Prelude	

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church

Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 

♫ Introit 	“And on this Path”

*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
We will worship the Lord with gladness 
and come into God’s presence with song.
Know that it is the Lord God who made us, and we are God’s people.
We will enter God’s gates with praise and thanksgiving. 
Let us give thanks to God this day and bless God’s holy name.

♫ *Opening Hymn:  “Come, You Thankful People, Come”  VU516

Opening Prayer of Praise and Confession
Gracious and Loving God, 
we gather in this season of thanksgiving, 
struck by the colours of the leaves, 
the last warm breezes, birds flying south in formation. 
Such beauty speaks to us of your goodness, 
and your desire to provide what each of your creatures needs. 
As we gather, 
renew our sense of gratitude for every good gift you offer us.
Especially we praise you for the gift of Christ Jesus 
who teaches us how to walk in the world you love
and offers us grace and compassion to share with those we meet.
Receive our love and gratitude in his name,
and by your Spirit, empower us to live gratefully
each and every day. 

Living and loving God,
We acknowledge that we enjoy life 
with an abundance many nations cannot imagine. 
Yet, we confess we do not always recognize the blessings we share. 
We worry about our futures, 
and ignore the present needs of those around us.
Forgive us our fears and narrow vision
and our failure to care for creation as you intended. 
In Jesus’ name, we pray, amen.

Assurance of Pardon
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance: The mercy of our God is from everlasting to everlasting. Hear and believe the good news of the Gospel: In Christ Jesus, we are forgiven and set free to begin again. At this time of Thanksgiving, let us give special thanks for God’s most generous love. To all who turn to the Lord then, he says, ‘your sins are forgiven.’ He also says, ‘Follow me.’ 
Thanks be to God!
 The Lord’s Prayer
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…” 

♫ *Hymn:     “Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands”	        	       VU570

Message for All Ages

Prayer for Illumination
Living God, you feed us not only with bread from the harvest but with your Word, which stands by us in every circumstance. Nourish us with your hope, and comfort us with your presence, as we listen for your voice speaking in the Scriptures today, through Christ, your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture
Jeremiah 29:1,4-7
Luke 17:11-19

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.  

♫ Anthem 	“My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”    M. Wilberg

Message   				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ *Hymn: 	“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”		       VU663

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]Generous God, on this Harvest weekend,
we thank you for all things great and small, 
for moments of wonder and for ordinary exchanges 
that fill our lives with meaning and offer us a sense of wellbeing.
May our friends see in us the signs of a grateful heart.
God of all goodness,
Receive our prayers.

Generous God, as we give thanks for the harvests of the earth
and all the goodness that sustains us,
we pray that you will show us how to live respectfully in creation
and protect all that is precious to you.
Wherever harvests have been disappointing, 
show us how to share what has been produced so that no one goes hungry.
God of all goodness,
Receive our prayers.

Generous God, we pray for the good of your world 
and the common good in our community.
Where there is strife and hostility between peoples and nations,
inspire leaders to show wisdom and courage in their decision making.
We pray for people and places hard hit by flood or fire, tornado or hurricane, epidemic or earthquake
May neighbours with resources maintain generosity and compassion
for the long work of reconstructing lives and livelihoods.
God of all goodness,
Receive our prayers.

Generous God, we pray for our neighbours and those of our number
who are facing health challenges or difficult times for any reason.
And we pray for family and friends under stress or in sorrow 
whom we name in silence before you.
Make us generous in compassion and understanding for each one.
In Jesus Christ we have met your generous love and mercy. 
Through our lives and by our prayers, reveal his love and mercy to this generation.
God of all goodness,
Receive our prayers.
In Jesus’ name we pray, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn:  “What Can I Do” 		       MV191
What can I do? What can I bring?
What can I say? What can I sing?
I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer.
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share.

*Dedication of Our Offering

♫ *Hymn:   “As Those of Old Their First-fruits Brought”      VU518

*Blessing and Sending Forth
[bookmark: _Hlk190864036][bookmark: _Hlk45890645]“Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus (Php. 4:4-7). As you go, may God go with you, my friends. Amen!

♫ *Sung Response	“Halleluya! Pelo Tsa Rona”

♫ Postlude 

Acknowledgements: Respectfully adapted from the following resources: 
The United Church of Canada @ https://www.united-church.ca/worship; The Presbyterian Church in Canada @ https://presbyterian.ca/worship/; United Church of Christ Worship Ways @ https://www.ucc.org/worship_worship-ways; Spirit Networks @ http://www.spirit-net.ca/sermons/year-a-sermons.php; and The United Methodist Church Ministry Matters @ https://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/.
Scripture
Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 29:1,4‒7 (NIV)
1 This is the text of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the surviving elders among the exiles and to the priests, the prophets and all the other people Nebuchadnezzar had carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon…. 4 This is what the Lord 
Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 6 Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”

Gospel Reading: Luke 17:11‒19 (NIV)
11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus travelled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance 13 and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed. 15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 16 He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. 17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Has no one returned to give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”

Come, You Thankful People, Come
1. Come, you thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest-home!
All is safely gathered in,
Safe before the storms begin;
God, our maker, does provide
For our needs to be supplied:
Come to God’s own temple, come,
Raise the song of harvest-home!

2. All the world is God’s own field,
Harvests for God’s praise to yield;
Wheat and weeds together sown,
Here for joy or sorrow grown;
First the blade, and then the ear,
Then the full corn shall appear;
Harvest-giver, grant that we
Wholesome grain and pure may be.

3. For our God, one day, shall come,
And shall take this harvest home;
From the field shall in that day
All offences purge away;
Giving angels charge at last
In the fire the weeds to cast;
But the fruitful ears to store
In the garner evermore.

4. Even so, God, quickly come
To your final harvest-home!
Gather all your people in, 
Free from sorrow, free from sin;
There for ever purified,
In your presence to abide:
Come, with all your angels, come,
Raise the glorious harvest-home.

Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands
1. Jesus’ hands were kind hands, doing good to all,
healing pain and sickness, blessing children small,
washing tired feet, and saving those who fall;
Jesus' hands were kind hands, doing good to all.

2. Take my hands, O Jesus, let them work for you,
make them strong and gentle, kind in all I do;
let me watch you, Jesus, till I'm gentle too,
till my hands are kind hands, quick to work for you.

Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands, Carlton R. Young/Margaret Cropper 
Words © 1979 Stainer & Bell, Ltd., Harmony © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

My Faith Looks Up to Thee
1. My faith looks up to thee,
Thou Lamb of Calvary,
Saviour divine.
Now hear me while I pray;
Take all my guilt away.
O let me from this day
Be wholly thine.

2. While life’s dark maze I tread,
And griefs around me spread,
Be thou my guide,
Bid darkness turn to day;
Wipe sorrow’s tears away;
Nor let me ever stray 
From thee aside.

3. May thy rich grace impart
Strength to my fainting heart,
My zeal inspire.
As thou hast died for me,
O may my love to thee
Pure, warm, and changeless be,
A living fire.

As Those of Old Their First-fruits Brought 
1. As those of old their first-fruits brought 
Of vineyard, flock, and field
To God, the giver of all good, 
The source of bounteous yield;
So we today our first-fruits bring:
The wealth of this good land,
Of farm and market, shop and home,
Of mind and heart and hand.

2. A world in need now summons us
To labour, love, and give,
To make our life an offering
To God that all may live.
The church of Christ is calling us
To make the dream come true:
A world redeemed, by Christ-like love,
All life in Christ made new.

3. With gratitude and humble trust
We bring our best to you,
Not just to serve your cause, but share
Your love with neighbours too.
O God, who gave yourself to us
In Jesus Christ, your son,
Help us to give ourselves each day
Until life’s work is done.
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