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                                               *Please stand if you are able.
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20th Sunday after Pentecost       	           	 October 11, 2026
Thanksgiving Sunday

♫ Prelude 

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 

♫ Introit 	“Each Blade of Grass”   
 
*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.
We gather in God’s holy presence, 
where God embraces us with grace.
Here God will transform us into disciples.
We glorify God, who yearns for justice for the last and the least.
Here God will write compassion on our hearts.
We give thanks to God for God’s persistent love that seeks us out.
Here God will breathe the Word of Life into our lives, 
and so we will praise our God!

♫ *Hymn of Praise 	“Sing to the Lord of Harvest”  	       VU519

Prayer of Approach 
Eternal God,
you have called people to meet you over the centuries, 
in many different places, in many different ways. 
We praise you for welcoming us, receiving us as we are. 
You hear our prayers and claim us as your own. 
In this hour of worship, send your Spirit upon us 
to revive our faith and guide our footsteps 
in the way of Jesus Christ, your Son and our Saviour. 

Gracious God, 
God of all life and each life, 
you know all about us, our deepest concerns 
and our fondest hopes. 
We confess we are often anxious to see results. 
We lose patience when we cannot see progress.
We blame others rather than seek solutions. 
Forgive us.
Help us claim your peace when our hearts are anxious. 
In Jesus’ name we pray, amen!

Assurance of Grace 
[bookmark: _Hlk214532743]Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance. The Apostle Paul wrote in the book of Romans:   6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person, someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-8)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer			     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

♫ *Hymn 	“Morning Has Broken”    		       VU409

Message for All Ages	

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]God of prophets and parables, we gather to listen to the Scriptures read and proclaimed. By your Spirit, grant us fresh understanding, and challenge us to live according to your transforming grace we receive in Jesus Christ, your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Exodus 32:1-14
Matthew 22:1-14

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

♫ Anthem 	“Thou Visitest the Earth”  		  M. Greene

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Sermon 				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ Hymn of Reflection 	    “Now Thank We All Our God”      VU236

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]We give you thanks, O God, for all things that make life good,
and pray that all people will share in the blessings we know.
For the world, for the wonders of earth, sea, and sky;
for beauty in nature and wildlife;
and for the rhythm of the days and seasons.
We give you thanks, O God, 
and ask that all may share such blessings.

For waters that refresh and sustain life;
for soil that is fertile and rich;
for those who tend crops and care for harvests;
for those who produce, deliver and market our food;
and for those who make sure the hungry are fed.
We give you thanks, O God, 
and ask that all may share such blessings.

For days to work and strength to do it;
for the many different gifts and talents you have given us;
for those whose work is dangerous and demanding,
for those whose positions are necessary for communities to flourish; 
and for moments of leisure and rest when you restore us.
We give you thanks, O God, 
and ask that all may share such blessings.

For human life;
for talking and thinking together, working on problems and plans;
for burdens and joys shared; 
for relationships that give life meaning;
and for the wisdom exchanged between old and young in mutual support.
We give you thanks, O God, 
and ask that all may share such blessings.

For our circle of family and friends;
for children and their curiosity and joy;
for the insight that comes with patience and experience;
and for events shared and memories cherished.
We give you thanks, O God, 
and ask that all may share such blessings.
	
For your grace in times of anxiety, doubt and grief;
for healing in times of illness, confusion, and distress;
for rejuvenating strength and renewed purpose;
for scientific knowledge and discovery to confront disease and improve health.
We give you thanks, O God, 
and ask that all may share such blessings.
We ask these things through Christ, our Lord, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn 	“We Give Our Thanks”	                    MV187
We give our thanks to God, 
We give our thanks to God,
We give our thanks to God,
We give our thanks to God.

*Dedication of Our Offering
Pastoral Prayer			  	    
[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]
♫ *Closing Hymn 	“We Plough the Fields and Scatter”   VU520

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    

♫ *Sung Response 	“Halle, Halle, Halle”  

♫ Postlude	
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Scripture
OT: Exodus 32:1–14 (NIV)
1 When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.”
2 Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. 4 He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, “These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.”
5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, “Tomorrow there will be a festival to the Lord.” 6 So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings. Afterwards they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.
7 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 8 They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’
9 “I have seen these people,” the Lord said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people. 10 Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.”
11 But Moses sought the favour of the Lord his God. “Lord,” he said, “why should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.’” 14 Then the Lord relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened.

Gospel: Matthew 22:1–14 (NIV)
1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.
4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’
5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. 6 The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.
8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9 So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The man was speechless.
13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”

Sing to the Lord of Harvest
1. Sing to the Lord of harvest, 
Sing songs of love and praise,
With joyful hearts and voices 
Your hallelujahs raise;
By whom the rolling seasons 
In fruitful order move;
Sing to the Lord of harvest 
A joyful song of love.

2. God makes the clouds drop fatness, 
The deserts bloom and spring,
The hills leap up in gladness, 
The valleys laugh and sing.
God fills them all with fullness, 
All things with large increase,
And crowns the year with goodness, 
With plenty and with peace.

3. Bring to this sacred altar 
All things God’s goodness gave,
The golden sheaves of harvest, 
The souls Christ died to save:
Your hearts lay down before him 
When at his feet you fall,
And with your lives adore him 
Who gave his life for all.
Morning Has Broken
1. Morning has broken like the first morning,
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird.
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!
Praise for them springing fresh from the Word!

2. Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven,
Like the first dewfall on the first grass.
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,
Sprung in completeness where God’s feet pass.

3. Ours is the sunlight! Ours is the morning
Born of the one light Eden saw play!
Praise with elation, praise every morning,
God’s recreation of the new day!

Morning Has Broken, Eleanor Farjeon 
Words used by permission of David Higham Associates, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Now Thank We All Our God
1. Now thank we all our God, with heart, and hands, and voices,
Who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices;
Who from our mother’s arms has blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

2. O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us,
And keep us strong in grace, and guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ill in this world and the next.

3. All praise and thanks to God for all that has been given,
The Son, and Spirit blest who dwell in highest heaven,
The one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore;
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.

We Plough the Fields and Scatter
1. We plough the fields and scatter the good seed on the land,
But it is fed and watered by your almighty hand;
You send the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain,
The breezes and the sunshine, and soft refreshing rain.

Refrain:
All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above;
We thank you, God, O holy God, for all your love.

2. You only are the maker of all things near and far;
You paint the wayside flower, you light the evening star;
The winds and waves obey you, by you the birds are fed;
Much more to us, your children, you give us daily bread.

Refrain

3. We thank you then, O Maker, for all things bright and good,
The seedtime and the harvest, our life, our health, our food;
Accept the gifts we offer for all your love imparts,
And, what from us you long for, our humble, thankful hearts.

Refrain
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