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First Sunday of Advent 		         November 30, 2025
H-O-P-E

♫ Prelude	

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church

Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 

Lighting the Advent Candle of HOPE 
Reader 1: Today, we begin our celebration of Advent: 
a time when we remember the coming of Jesus into this world as Lord and Saviour, and expect his certain return as King and Judge! 

Reader 2: We light Advent Candles, which point to Jesus 
as the Light of the World. The Advent Wreath in which the candles are nestled is a reminder to ‘wait in preparation’ for our Lord’s second advent.

Reader 1: On this first Sunday of Advent, we celebrate hope and light the candle of hope. This candle represents the hopeful expectation we have in Christ and in his second advent for his people and world.
 
Reader 2: The candle of hope is also the ‘candle of prophecy’.
The prophets of Israel all spoke of the coming of Christ, 
the Saviour, who would be born of a virgin, a King from the line of David. They spoke of how he would rule the world wisely and bless all nations.

Reader 1: On Christmas day, the Christ of our hope was born.
 
Reader 2: On Good Friday, the Christ of our hope died. 

Reader 1: On Easter day, the Christ of our hope rose from the dead. 

Reader 2: On the last day, the Christ of our hope will come again to 
establish his Kingdom over all things on earth.

Reader 2: Hope is our assurance that God will finish all he has started, and our confidence that he will do all he has promised. 
For all the promises of God are fulfilled in Jesus Christ.
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Description automatically generated]Minister: As followers of Christ, we await his return, and today we light the candle of hope to remind ourselves that he came to the world as a baby born in a humble manger, giving light to the world, and he will come again in power to deliver his people from sin’s tyranny.
(The Candle of HOPE is lit.)

♫ Candle Lighting Hymn:     “A Candle Is Burning”	   VU6, v. 1
A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright,
A candle of hope in December’s dark night.
While angels sing blessings from heaven’s starry sky,
Our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh.

♫ Introit 	“Come Now, O God of Peace”

*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
The world has hope because Jesus came at Christmas.
If Jesus had not come, 
we would never know how much God loves us.  
The creation testifies to God’s power, 
but Jesus testified to the Father’s love.
If Jesus had not come, 
we would never have the assurance of eternal life. 
We would live and die, 
and our souls would spend eternity separated from God.
If Jesus had not come, 
we would have no hope for this life or the life to come.
Come, let us worship and bow down.
Let us kneel before the Lord, our God and Maker.

♫ *Opening Hymn: 	“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”     VU2

Prayer of Approach
Almighty and everlasting God, 
You hold all our days in your hands, 
and embrace us in your everlasting arms.
In a tired and violent world, you are hope.
In a hectic and busy world, you are peace.
In a hurting world, you are comfort.
In Jesus Christ, you bring love into this world, 
and call us to embody his love in all we do and say.
In our worship this day,
we offer you our love and loyalty,
Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit.
Make us one in worship and service,
so that the world will see your hope at work in us and through us,
making all things new. 

God of hope, 
we confess that we often prefer 
to accept half-truths and pleasing ideas,
rather than your challenging word.
We praise our own cleverness rather than your wisdom.
We have exploited others for our benefit 
and used the earth without much thought for its well-being. 
In your mercy, forgive what we have been, 
help us amend what we are, 
and direct who we shall be through the mercy of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
We ask you these mercies in Christ’s name, amen! 

Assurance of Grace 
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance: “But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:4-7)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

♫ The Lord’s Prayer
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, singing, “Our Father…” 

Message for All Ages

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379]Prayer for Illumination 
God of hope and healing, we turn to your Word to hear your will and your wisdom for our times.  Open our hearts and minds by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit so that we might hear what you are saying to the church through Christ, your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture
Isaiah 2:1-5
Matthew 24:36-44

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.  

♫ Anthem 	“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”	

Message				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ *Hymn: 	“O God of Every Nation”		       VU677

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
Holy and righteous God, 
in the anticipation of your coming, 
keep us awake so that we will see you at work in the world.
We give you thanks for moments of joy and celebration in our lives, 
for times of excitement and surprise; 
for love given and received, 
for friendships that furnish our life with meaning and happiness, 
and for family that reflects your unconditional love.  
In all our relationships and encounters, 
allow us to see you in one another. 

Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for the coming of your Kingdom week by week. 
Today, we pray for the nations
and for all those who frame laws and shape society, 
who are charged to keep the peace and administer justice.  
We thank you for leaders who are faithful to their responsibilities.
And we pray for places where justice is twisted 
in the interests of the powerful, and innocents suffer as a result.
Move in the hearts and minds of leaders 
for the sake of justice and generosity,
so that people everywhere will experience freedom 
and have hope for their futures.

Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for those who are suffering this day,
for those who are ill, for those who mourn, 
and for all who fear the future and what it may bring.
Surround them with your love, support them with strength, 
and inspire the hope they need to face another day.

Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer. 

We lift our prayers to you through Jesus Christ, 
Our Lord, Saviour, and Friend, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn:  “On Jordan’s Bank” 		 VU20, v. 5
All praise to you, eternal Son,
Whose advent has our freedom won;
And praise to God whom we adore,
With Holy Spirit evermore.

*Dedication of Our Offering

Pastoral Prayer

♫ *Hymn:	 “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”		         VU58

*Blessing and Sending Forth
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope (Rom. 15:13). As you go, may God go with you, my friends. Amen!

♫ *Sung Response	“Advent Amen”		                 L. Waites

♫ Postlude 	
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Scripture
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 2:1‒5 (NIV)
1 This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 2 In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established as the highest of the mountains; it will be exalted 
above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. 3 Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the temple of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” The law will go out from Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. 5 Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 24:36‒44 (NIV)
36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 42 “Therefore, keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
Born to set thy people free:
From our fears and sins release us, 
Let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art,
Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.

2. Born thy people to deliver;
Born a child and yet a king;
Born to reign in us for ever;
Now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all-sufficient merit
Raise us to thy glorious throne.
O God of Every Nation
1. O God of every nation, of every race and land,
Redeem the whole creation with your almighty hand;
Where hate and fear divide us and bitter threats are hurled,
In love and mercy guide us and heal our strife-torn world.

2. From search for wealth and power and scorn of truth and right,
From trust in bombs that shower destruction through the night,
From pride of race and station and blindness to your way,
Deliver every nation, eternal God, we pray.

3. Give strength to those who labour that all may find release
From fear of rattling sabre, from dread of war’s increase;
When hope and courage falter, your still small voice be heard:
With faith that none can alter, your servants undergird.

4. Keep bright in us the vision of days when war shall cease,
When hatred and division, give way to love and peace,
Till dawns the morning glorious when peace on earth shall reign
And Christ shall rule victorious o’er all the world’s domain.

O God of Every Nation, William Watkins Reid, Jr.
© 1958, renewal 1986, The Hymn Society, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
1. Infant holy, infant lowly,
For his bed a cattle stall;
Oxen lowing, little knowing
Christ the babe is Lord of all.
Swift are winging angels singing,
Noels ringing, tidings bringing:
Christ the babe is born for all.
Christ the babe is born for all!

2. Flocks were sleeping; shepherds keeping
Vigil till the morning new
Saw the glory, heard the story,
Tidings of a gospel true.
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow,
Praises voicing greet the morrow:
Christ the babe was born for you.
Christ the babe was born for you!
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