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Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost   November 23, 2025
Reign of Christ Sunday

♫ Prelude	

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church

Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 

♫ Introit 	“Be Still, for the Presence of the Lord”

*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Say among the nations, The Lord reigns.
Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice!
God comes to judge the earth.
God will judge the world with righteousness and the people with truth.
Come, let us worship God in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Blessing and honour, glory and power be to our God now and always.

♫ *Opening Hymn: 	“Crown Him with Many Crowns”     VU211

Opening Prayer of Praise and Confession
Almighty God and King of the universe, 
we come today to give you thanks and praise 
and to magnify your most holy name. 
We praise you for the power of your love 
at work around us and within us, 
that is able to do more than we can ask or even imagine. 
As we pray for your second coming 
to reign in power and might and justice, 
remind us that the whole earth is already yours. 
As we pray for things not yet seen, 
help us celebrate your eternal reign. 
We pray that your Spirit might attend us 
and dwell within us as we worship you now, 
our Saviour, Redeemer, Sustainer, and King! 

God of wisdom, 
we confess that we often prefer our own plans to your purposes. 
We shrink from acts of service that seem too demanding.  
Forgive us when our commitment wavers
and we think someone else will take up the challenges we face.
Inspire us with the example of Jesus, 
and energize us with your Spirit to follow him as our Shepherd,
wherever he leads. 
We ask you these mercies in Christ’s name, amen! 

Assurance of Pardon 
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance: “If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 Jn. 1:9). To all who turn to the Lord, then, he says, ‘your sins are forgiven.’ He also says, ‘Follow me.’ 
Thanks be to God!

 The Lord’s Prayer
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…” 

♫ *Hymn: 	“When a Poor One”			       VU702

Message for All Ages

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379]Prayer for Illumination 
God of truth and justice, send us your Holy Spirit as we hear the Scriptures read and interpreted. Through your Word, grant that we might see your truth and justice unfolding in the world you love this day, for the sake of Jesus Christ, your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Luke 23:33-43

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.  

♫ Anthem 	“Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”	   K. Bissell

Message				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ *Hymn: 	“Just As I Am”				       VU508

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
Lord Jesus Christ, 
we give you thanks that you reign through love
as the power that embraces the world with mercy and hope.
Thank you for revealing that to trust is wisdom,
to forgive is the best way to deal with enemies,
and to serve is the best way to lead.
We pray that, through the grace of your kingdom,
each beloved creature and citizen will know safety and satisfaction in their homes. 
Let the vision of your peaceable kingdom take root in our hearts, 
bringing healing to families and communities, 
and in every place wounded by violence or destruction. 

Lord Jesus Christ,
We give you thanks for reaching out to those on the margins
and those others shunned, 
so that each one knew they belonged in your kingdom. 
We pray for those who face discrimination or insecurity in our communities,
longing for respect and a chance to thrive. 
Teach us how to live differently as neighbours,
to acknowledge and work with others we’ve never worked with before. 
Lead us by your Spirit
to share in your work of mending the world. 	

Lord Jesus Christ,
Thank you for enduring the pain of the cross and the darkness of the tomb
to show us there is life beyond death through your resurrecting love.
We pray for those who are grieving a loss this day,
the loss of someone beloved, 
the loss of love or hope or trust, 
the loss of opportunity or security or future plans.

Lord Jesus Christ,
This day we pray for your church at work in the world,
confronting the challenges and changes of these times. 
Unite us in witness and service, 
and encourage us when difficulties arise,
for we are your people, committed to the unfolding of your reign among us. 

Be present with all who experience the sadness and disruption of a loss,
and bring each one comfort and courage. 
We lift our prayers to you through Jesus Christ, 
Our Saviour, Lord, and Friend, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn:  “What Can I Do” 		       MV191
What can I do? What can I bring?
What can I say? What can I sing?
I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer.
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share.

*Dedication of Our Offering

♫ *Hymn:	 “We Are Pilgrims”			       VU595

*Blessing and Sending Forth
[bookmark: _Hlk190867109][bookmark: _Hlk45890645]Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever… (Jude 24-25). And unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever... (1 Tim. 1:17). As you go, may God go with you, my friends. Amen!

♫ *Sung Response	“Go Now in Peace”		     D. Besig

♫ Postlude 	
Acknowledgements: Respectfully adapted from the following resources: 
The United Church of Canada @ https://www.united-church.ca/worship; The Presbyterian Church in Canada @ https://presbyterian.ca/worship/; United Church of Christ Worship Ways @ https://www.ucc.org/worship_worship-ways; Spirit Networks @ http://www.spirit-net.ca/sermons/year-a-sermons.php; and The United Methodist Church Ministry Matters @ https://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/.

Scripture
Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 23:1‒6 (NIV)
1 “Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my pasture!” declares the Lord. 2 Therefore this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says to the shepherds who tend my people: “Because you have scattered my flock and driven them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment on you for the evil you have done,” declares the Lord. 3 “I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and will bring them back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase in number. 4 I will place shepherds over them who will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing,” declares the Lord. 5 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be called: The Lord Our Righteous Saviour. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 23:33‒43 (NIV)
33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. 
They said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 38 There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

Crown Him with Many Crowns
1. Crown him with many crowns, 
The Lamb upon his throne:
Hark, how the heavenly anthem 
Drowns all music but its own!
Awake, my soul, and sing 
Of him who died for thee,
And hail him as thy matchless King 
Through all eternity.

2. Crown him the Lord of life, 
Who triumphed o’er the grave,
And rose victorious in the strife 
For those he came to save.
His glories now we sing 
Who died and rose on high,
Who died eternal life to bring, 
And lives that death may die.

3. Crown him the Lord of peace, 
Whose power a sceptre sways
From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise.
His reign shall know no end; 
And round his pierced feet
Fair flowers of Paradise 
Extend their fragrance ever sweet.

4. Crown him the Lord of love; 
Behold his hands and side,
Rich wounds yet visible above, 
In beauty glorified.
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
For thou hast died for me;
Thy praise shall never, never fail 
Throughout eternity.

When a Poor One
1. When a poor one who has nothing shares with strangers,
When the thirsty water give unto us all,
When the wounded in their weakness strengthen others,
Then we know that God still goes that road with us,
Then we know that God still goes that road with us.

2. When at last all those who suffer find their comfort,
When they hope though even hope seems hopelessness,
When we love though hate at times seems all around us,
Then we know that God still goes that road with us,
Then we know that God still goes that road with us.

3. When our joy fills up our cup to overflowing,
When our lips can speak no words other than true,
When we know that love for simple things is better,
Then we know that God still goes that road with us,
Then we know that God still goes that road with us.

4. When our homes are filled with goodness in abundance,
When we learn how to make peace instead of war,
When each stranger that we meet is called a neighbour,
Then we know that God still goes that road with us,
Then we know that God still goes that road with us.

When a Poor One, J.A. Olivar and Miguel Manzano/trans. George Lockwood/arr. Alvin Schutmaat
Translation © 1989, The United Methodist Publishing House, words, music, and arrangement © 1976, J.A. Olivar, Miguel Manzano, San Pablo International-SSP, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Just As I Am
1. Just as I am, without one plea,
But that thy blood was shed for me,
And that thou bidd’st me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

2. Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;
Sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yea, all I need, in thee to find,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

3. Just as I am, though tossed about
With many a conflict, many a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

4. Just as I am, thy love unknown 
Has broken every barrier down;
Now to be thine, yea, thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
We Are Pilgrims
1. We are pilgrims on a journey, fellow travellers on the road;
We are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load.

2. Sister, let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too.

3. I will hold the Christ-light for you in the night-time of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear.

4. I will weep when you are weeping, when you laugh I’ll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow, till we’ve seen this journey through.

5. When we sing to God in heaven, we shall find such harmony,
Born of all we’ve known together of Christ’s love and agony.

6. Brother, let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too.

We Are Pilgrims, Richard Gillard 
© 1977, Scripture in Song, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.
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