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                                               *Please stand if you are able.
                Please join in the responses printed in bold type                   

Pentecost Sunday  	           	 	      	       May 24, 2026

♫ Prelude 		 

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 
 
♫ Introit 	“God, Be Praised at Early Morn”

*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also, with you.
Breathe upon us, Holy Spirit,
and transform our thoughts and actions.
Stir in our hearts, Holy Spirit,
and fill us with your wisdom.
Breathe upon us, Holy Spirit,
and refresh our commitment to serve in repentance, love and renewal.
Stir in our hearts, Holy Spirit,
as we worship and witness to God’s love.

♫ *Hymn of Praise      “She Comes Sailing on the Wind”      VU380

Prayer of Approach 
Holy God, 
with joyful hearts, we celebrate 
your Holy Spirit today in this time of worship. 
We praise you and give you thanks 
for your Spirit who created the world, 
called your servants to proclaim your message, 
gave birth to the Church with great power, 
and is still active within the earth, 
giving power, providing comfort, and being our company. 
As we worship you today, may we be transformed by your Spirit to live as faithful followers of Jesus Christ.

God of mercy,
even as we acknowledge your greatness, 
we also acknowledge our shortcomings: 
we confess that we have resisted your Holy Spirit in the Church, for you call us to love unconditionally, but we cling to animosity; you call us to be one in Christ, but we nurture division; 
you send us into the world to be witnesses, 
but we avoid opportunities to share Christ with others. 
Forgive us: for resisting your Holy Spirit; for nurturing disunity; and for failing to share Jesus Christ with others. 
Absolve us of all our sins, and give us grace to amend our foolish ways. We ask of you these things in Jesus’ name, amen!

Assurance of Grace 
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance: You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person, someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-8)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer	     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

♫ *Hymn 	“Come, O Holy Spirit”    		         MV23

Message for All Ages	

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]Spirit of God, at Pentecost you rested upon and moved within the gathered disciples, revealing things beyond human capacity to grasp and previously hidden from human vision. Move among us this day and give us knowledge of and insight into your Living Word. Energize us to claim your Word and act on its wisdom, through Christ, the Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Acts 2:1-21
John 7:37-39

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

♫ Anthem 	“Spirit's Comin’”   			     J. Raney

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Sermon 				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ *Hymn of Reflection        “I Heard the Voice of Jesus”      VU626

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]Almighty God, 
breathe on us today as on the day of Pentecost 
and renew our faith. 
Re-awaken our love for you 
and let your fire burn within our hearts 
and dare us to do great things in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Give us energy to serve you in Christ’s Church 
and open our eyes to recognize the needs for ministry and mission, even as we learn from this time when we have had to do things differently in worship and care for the community. 
Open our hearts to connect with those for whom the time of social distancing has been very difficult, open our hands to share in the tasks that need doing, and open our lips in prayer and praise.

Breathe on the earth and extend healing 
for all who face pain or illness, 
discouragement or disappointment;
breathe on the earth and extend healing 
for all who know sorrow, sadness, or grief; 
and for those who face stress and pressure.
Send your time of refreshing 
on the wings of the Holy Spirit 
to the Church of Jesus Christ everywhere, 
equipping us again to serve the world 
in the name of Christ. 
Teach us how to share our experience of your love 
and invite others to find the abundant life 
you promise through your Son, Jesus Christ, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray all these things, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn 	“God of All Good” 		VU539, v.1
God of all good, our gifts we bring to you,
Use them your holy purpose to fulfil;
Tokens of love and pledges brought anew
That our whole life is offered to your will.

*Dedication of Our Offering

Pastoral Prayer			  	    

[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ *Closing Hymn      “Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us”    VU198

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    

♫ *Sung Response 	“If You Believe and I Believe”	          	     

♫ Postlude	
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Scripture
Epistle: Acts 2:1‒21 (NIV)
1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”
13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”
Peter Addresses the Crowd
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:
17 ‘In the last days, God says,
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
    your young men will see visions,
    your old men will dream dreams.
18 Even on my servants, both men and women,
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
    and they will prophesy.
19 I will show wonders in the heavens above
    and signs on the earth below,
    blood and fire and billows of smoke.
20 The sun will be turned to darkness
    and the moon to blood
    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
21 And everyone who calls
    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

Gospel: John 7:37‒39 (NIV)
37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.

She Comes Sailing on the Wind
Refrain:
She comes sailing on the wind, her wings flashing in the sun;
On a journey just begun, she flies on.
And in the passage of her flight, her song rings out through the night,
Full of laughter, full of light, she flies on.

1. Silent waters rocking on the morning of our birth,
Like an empty cradle waiting to be filled.
And from the heart of God the Spirit moved upon the earth,
Like a mother breathing life into her child.

2. Many were the dreamers whose eyes were given sight
When the Spirit filled their dreams with life and form.
Deserts turned to gardens, broken hearts found new delight,
And then down the ages still she flew on.

Refrain

3. To a gentle girl in Galilee, a gentle breeze she came,
A whisper softly calling in the dark,
The promise of a child of peace whose reign would never end,
Mary sang the Spirit song within her heart.

4. Flying to the river, she waited circling high
Above the child now grown so full of grace.
As he rose up from the water, she swept down from the sky,
And she carried him away in her embrace.

Refrain

5. Long after the deep darkness that fell upon the world,
After dawn returned in flame of rising sun,
The Spirit touched the earth again, again her winds unfurled,
Bringing life in wind and fire as she flew on.

Refrain

She Comes Sailing on the Wind, Gordon Light 
© 1987, Common Cup Company, arr. © 1994, Andrew Donaldson, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.


Come, O Holy Spirit
1. Come, O Holy Spirit, set the Church on fire;
Strike it as the lightning hits a posing spire.
Burn away the structures and consume the shame
Of our holy systems: Come, in Jesus’ name!

Refrain:
Come, come, come, in Jesus’ name!
Take our hearts by storm.
All the world lies open:
Pentecost is now!
I said a-come, come, come, in Jesus’ name!
Take our hearts by storm.
All the world lies open:
Pentecost is now!

2. Blow away the cobwebs of our stubborn past.
Come, send flying from us myths unfit to last.
Wind of change, refresh us and disturb our calm;
Teach us what true love is, take our hearts by storm!

Refrain

3. Free us from the babble of our Babel mind;
Spark in us a language all can understand.
Lighten then our darkness, come and show us how
All the world lies open: Pentecost is now!

Refrain

Come, O Holy Spirit, Ron Klusmeier/Fred Kaan 
Words © 1972, 1998, Hope Publishing Company, Music © 2000, Ron Klusmeier, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

I Heard the Voice of Jesus
1. I heard the voice of Jesus say,
“Come unto me and rest;
Lay down, O weary one, lay down
Your head upon my breast.”
I came to Jesus as I was,
Weary and worn and sad;
I found in him a resting place,
And he has made me glad.

2. I heard the voice of Jesus say,
“Behold, I freely give
The living water; thirsty one,
Stoop down, and drink, and live.”
I came to Jesus, and I drank
Of that life-giving stream;
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
And now I live in him.

3. I heard the voice of Jesus say,
“I am this dark world’s light;
Look unto me, your morn shall rise,
And all your day be bright.”
I looked to Jesus, and I found
In him my star, my sun;
And in that light of life I’ll walk
Till travelling days are done.

Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us
1. Come, O Spirit, dwell among us, 
Come with pentecostal power;
Give the church a stronger vision, 
Help us face each crucial hour.
Built upon a firm foundation, 
Jesus Christ, the cornerstone, 
Still the church is called to mission 
That God’s love shall be made known.

2. We would raise our hallelujahs 
For the grace of yesteryears;
For tomorrow’s unknown pathway, 
Hear, O God, our humble prayers.
In the church’s pilgrim journey 
You have led us all the way,
Still in presence move before us, 
Fire by night and cloud by day.

3. Come, O Spirit, dwell among us, 
Give us words of fire and flame.
Help our feeble lips to praise you, 
Glorify your holy name.
God, all holy, Son and Spirit, 
Three in one: what mystery!
We would sing our loud hosannas 
Now and through eternity.

Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us, Janie Alford 
© 1979, Hope Publishing Company, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.
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