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                                               *Please stand if you are able.
                Please join in the responses printed in bold type                   

Palm/Passion Sunday  	           	 	   March 29, 2026

♫ Prelude

♫ Processional Hymn 	“All Glory, Laud and Honour”	       VU122

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 
 
♫ Introit	“Hosanna”

*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also, with you.
The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Jesus humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death – even death on a cross. 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Therefore, God has exalted him and given him the name above every name.
Hosanna! Hosanna! Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Let us worship God in the name of Jesus Christ, our Servant Lord.

♫ *Hymn of Praise 	“He Came Riding on a Donkey”	       VU124

Prayer of Approach 
God of majesty and mercy,
we worship today, as the Cross looms larger on the horizon.
We praise you for Jesus, 
the Ruler who came in humility 
to free us from captivity.
He came in mercy 
to free us from the sins we recognize in ourselves,
and the sins we easily overlook.
He came to show us the full extent of your mercy, love and justice.
So we praise you for your kindness
and the strength you show to lift our burdens
and shoulder them for us in Christ Jesus.
We come in humility,
knowing you have given us your all,
to worship you as Creator, Christ and Spirit.

Merciful God,
your mercy and forgiveness are a mystery to us.
We fail to show mercy to others when they fall short of our expectations.
We keep silent rather than speak up when others are in trouble.  
We prefer what is easy to what is right, 
even though your Spirit draws our attention.
We seek your forgiveness, O God, and ask that you make us more forgiving.
Inspire us with the costly choices Jesus made as he moved toward the Cross,
and give us the courage to follow him. 
We ask these things in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Saviour, amen.

Assurance of Grace 
[bookmark: _Hlk214452162]Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance: But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:4-7)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

Extinguishing the Lenten Candles
We have gathered here, week after week, sharing a common quest for a deeper faith and a deeper experience of the divine. Listen. The time is drawing near. Jesus is preparing to enter Jerusalem. How will we greet him? Will we follow him all the way to the Cross? The power of Jesus is that he lived what he taught, even when it led to his death. He lived with an abiding awareness of God, radiating the light of God in all he said and did. But that light was too much for the world. There are forces today, as there were in ancient Judea, that conspire to put it out. Where are we in this drama? What are we willing to risk to follow Jesus?  

(Silence)

As we extinguish this light, we acknowledge the darkness and pain of illness and disease in the world.

(A candle is extinguished.)

Let us pray:
Loving God, there are so many choices before us every day. Choices offered by our friends, our families, our culture, our own past. Some of them encourage the well-being of the earth, ourselves and our neighbors; others are destructive. Help us to distinguish between them. May we learn from the choices of Jesus and embody compassion, justice, and inclusion in all we say and do. Through Christ, we pray, amen.

♫ *Hymn 	“The Glory of Our King”               	       VU162

Message for All Ages	

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]God of courage and comfort, as we follow the stories of Christ’s journey to the Cross, inspire us with the courage to follow him even when others turn against him. And comfort us, knowing that you will walk with us through every challenge, just as you walked with Jesus who is your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Isaiah 50:4-9a
Matthew 27:11-26

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

♫ Anthem 	“The Holy City”  	  		    S. Adams

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Sermon 				       	    

♫ *Hymn 	“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 	       VU149

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]God of courage and compassion,
as we follow Jesus toward the Cross this holy week,
we give you thanks that he faced his enemies with courage, not violence.
We are grateful he loved us enough to die for us,
bearing every pain and sorrow others inflicted.
In Christ we trust that your love has power in every situation, 
even the most troubling or tragic. 
Hear us as we bring to you the people and places facing trouble and tragedy this day:

We pray for all struggling with poverty, sickness, or grief,
and any feeling overwhelmed by things beyond their control. 
Stay with them day by day and restore their hope and health:
Lord, in your mercy;
Hear our prayer.

We pray for people and places facing violence, war and corruption,
and all who fear for what this day may bring.
(Silence for 10 seconds)
Grant them courage and protection, and restore their hope and peace:
Lord, in your mercy;
Hear our prayer.

We pray for those who challenge tyranny, brutality and injustice,
and all who raise their voices for the vulnerable and victimized. 
Give them strength and restore their hope and freedom:
Lord, in your mercy;
Hear our prayer.

We pray for all who face persecution because of racism, belief or identity, 
and for each one who has been shamed or humiliated by someone more powerful. 
 Assure them of their value as your children and restore their hope and dignity:
Lord, in your mercy;
Hear our prayer.

Hear us as we pray to you in silence for those situations close to our hearts this day. 
Bring your grace to restore hope and healing wherever they are needed.
Lord in your mercy;
Hear our prayer.
We ask of you these things, through Christ, our Lord, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn “Your Work, O God, Needs Many Hands” 
       VU537       
Your work, O God, needs many hands to help you everywhere,
And some there are who cannot serve unless our gifts we share.
Because we love you and your work, our offering now we make:
Be pleased to use it as your own, we ask for Jesus’ sake.

*Dedication of Our Offering

Pastoral Prayer			  	    

[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ *Closing Hymn 	“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”	       VU123

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    

♫ *Sung Response 	“Ride on, King Jesus”

♫ Postlude	
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Scripture
OT: Isaiah 50:4‒9a (NIV)
4 The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-instructed tongue,
    to know the word that sustains the weary.
He wakens me morning by morning,
    wakens my ear to listen like one being instructed.
5 The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears;
    I have not been rebellious,
    I have not turned away.
6 I offered my back to those who beat me,
    my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard;
I did not hide my face
    from mocking and spitting.
7 Because the Sovereign Lord helps me,
    I will not be disgraced.
Therefore have I set my face like flint,
    and I know I will not be put to shame.
8 He who vindicates me is near.
    Who then will bring charges against me?
    Let us face each other!
Who is my accuser?
    Let him confront me!
9 It is the Sovereign Lord who helps me.

Gospel: Matthew 27:11‒26 (NIV)
11 Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?”
“You have said so,” Jesus replied.
12 When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate asked him, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?” 14 But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge—to the great amazement of the governor.
15 Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. 16 At that time they had a well-known prisoner whose name was Jesus Barabbas. 17 So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do you want me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18 For he knew it was out of self-interest that they had handed Jesus over to him.
19 While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him.”
20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed.
21 “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor.
“Barabbas,” they answered.
22 “What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” Pilate asked.
They all answered, “Crucify him!”
23 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate.
But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”
24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!”
25 All the people answered, “His blood is on us and on our children!”
26 Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.

All Glory, Laud and Honour
Refrain:
All glory, laud and honour to you, Redeemer, King,
To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

1. You are the King of Israel, and David’s royal son,
Now in the Lord’s name coming, our King and blessed one.

Refrain

2. The multitude of pilgrims with palms before you went;
Our praise and prayer and anthems before you we present.

Refrain

3. To you, before your passion, they sang their hymns of praise;
To you, now high exalted, our melody we raise.

Refrain

4. Their praises you accepted; accept the prayers we bring,
Great author of all goodness, O good and gracious king.

Refrain


He Came Riding on a Donkey
1. He came riding on a donkey,
He came riding into town;
Slow and easy kind of lowly
He came riding with the dawn.
His disciples walked beside him,
Staying close, a little shy;
Not too sure where he would guide them,
On to live or on to die.
But all the morning sang his praises;
Waking birds and dancing wind;
Here he is, the Son of David;
Riding on to take his throne.

2. Then the children gathered, singing
Shouts of laughter, bursting cheer;
In the streets their song was ringing,
“Hosannas” filled the morning air.
Timid adults strained to see him,
Caught the Spirit, joined the song;
Spread their cloaks along before him,
Branches flashing in the sun.
So all the city sang his praises;
Waking streets and dancing crowd;
Here he is, the Son of David;
Our Messiah, Son of God.

3. In our fasting, and our feasting,
Called to follow in his way;
Called to walk his road to Easter,
Called to live his cross today.
Hosanna to the Son of David,
Hosanna in the heavens above;
Blessed is he who comes to save us,
Blessed is he who brings his love.
Let us join to sing his praises;
Open hearts and souls to God;
He is with us, Son of David;
God’s Messiah, Christ the Lord.

He Came Riding on a Donkey, Gordon Light/arr. Nan Thompson 
© 1985, Common Cup Company, arr. © 1995, Nan Thompson, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

The Glory of Our King
1. The glory of our King was seen 
When he came riding by,
And all the children waved and sang,
“Hosanna, King most high!”

2. The glory of our King was seen
When, with his arms stretched wide
To show his love to everyone,
Jesus was crucified.

3. The glory of our King was seen
On the first Easter day,
When Christ rose up, set free from death,
To love, to guide, to stay.

The Glory of Our King, Margaret Beatrice Cropper 
© 1979, Stainer and Bell Ltd., All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
1. When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
Save in the death of Christ, my God:
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to his blood.

3. See from his head, his hands, his feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

4. Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small:
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

Hosanna, Loud Hosanna
1. Hosanna, loud hosanna the happy children sang;
Through pillared court and temple the joyful anthem rang;
To Jesus, who had blessed them close folded to his breast,
The children sang their praises, the simplest and the best.

2. From Olivet they followed ‘mid an exultant crowd,
The victory palm-branch waving, and singing clear and loud;
The Lord of earth and heaven rode on in lowly state,
Content that little children should on his bidding wait.

3. “Hosanna in the highest!” That ancient song we sing,
For Christ is our Redeemer; earth, let your anthems ring.
O may we ever praise him with heart and life and voice,
And in his humble presence eternally rejoice!
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