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5th Sunday in Lent         	           	 	   March 22, 2026

♫ Prelude 	“God of the Bible”

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 
 
♫ Introit 	“How Deep the Peace”

*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also, with you.
More than those who watch for the morning, 
we wait faithfully for God.  
With our questions and our cries, in our hopes and expectations,
we wait faithfully for God.
Come, let us worship the Lord our God together,
and offer our prayers and praise in faithfulness.

♫ *Hymn of Praise 	“And on This Path”    		           MV8

Prayer of Approach 
God in whom we live and move and have our being, 
we praise you.  
In the face of all that wearies us and worries us,
your Word echoes across the centuries with hope. 
As we follow the footsteps of Jesus in this Lenten season,
his Cross standing before us,
we trust you are never far from our sorrows,
walking with us; sharing our tears. 
You stand beside us when we don’t know which way to turn.
In this time of worship, 
renew our trust in your resurrection promises.
Draw near to us when we need you the most
with love that will never let us go.
We offer you our wonder and our praise as 
the creating God, leading Christ, and inspiring Spirit.

Merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
Have mercy on us and forgive us;
so that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. 
We ask these things in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Saviour, amen.

Assurance of Grace 
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance:  This is the covenant I will establish... declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more. (Hebrews 8:10, 12)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer		     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

Extinguishing the Lenten Candles
A sanctuary is a place set aside for sacred things. It is a place of refuge and protection. The season of Lent is a kind of sanctuary, extended in time. And one of the things Lent teaches is that you, too, are a sanctuary. There is inside you a place for sacred things, a place where God abides.  
(Silence)

As we extinguish this light, we acknowledge the darkness and pain of war and oppression in the world.

(A candle is extinguished.)

Let us pray:
Loving God, we open our hearts to you. We invite you into our inmost being, only to find you already there. Strengthen us in our quiet places and then lead us into the work of justice and peace. Through Christ, we pray, amen.

♫ *Hymn 	“Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”            VU121

Message for All Ages	

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]Life-giving God, steady us with your Spirit. Open our hearts and minds so that we may attend to the stories of your grace and promise, revealed through Christ, your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Ezekiel 37:1-14
John 11:1-26

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Sermon 				       	    

♫ *Hymn of Reflection 	“When We Are Living”        VU581

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]Compassionate God, 
thank you that in Christ, you call each of us by name and unite us in his body, the Church.
Give us love enough to make a difference in your world, 
and trust enough to follow even when the way ahead us is a challenge.
Christ of majesty and mercy,
bring your compassion to this world once more.
 
God of peace, 
in Christ you call us to love our enemies and to be peacemakers in the word you love. 
We pray today for people and places divided by ancient bitterness and current hostility,
especially we remember the people of Cuba whose suffering has been multiplied, the people of Nigeria who live under the threat of terror every day, the people of Ukraine who are still embroiled in war, the people of Israel who seem to never have peace, and the people of Iran caught in the middle of an age-long conflict.
Christ of majesty and mercy,
bring your compassion to this world once more.

God who heals us, 
we are grateful that, in Christ, you have taken up the cross 
and know by heart the things that bring us suffering and pain. 
We pray today for all those in need of healing and comfort, 
whatever the source of their pain....
Christ of majesty and mercy,
bring your compassion to this world once more.

O God our ever-present help, 
in Christ you faced the loss we know 
when loved ones die or when friends let us down. 
We remember before you those who grieve the loss of their beloved 
and those who face a lonely future....
Christ of majesty and mercy,
bring your compassion to this world once more.

O God of hope and new possibility, 
in Christ you opened the way into the future for us through the power of your redeeming love. Give us the courage we need to face our future, 
assured of your presence and power to sustain us.
Christ of majesty and mercy,
bring your compassion to this world once more.
We ask of you these things, through Christ, our Lord, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn “Your Work, O God, Needs Many Hands” 
       VU537       
Your work, O God, needs many hands to help you everywhere,
And some there are who cannot serve unless our gifts we share.
Because we love you and your work, our offering now we make:
Be pleased to use it as your own, we ask for Jesus’ sake.

*Dedication of Our Offering

Pastoral Prayer			  	    

[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ *Closing Hymn 	“O Jesus, I Have Promised”	       VU120

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    

♫ *Sung Response 	“Kyrie Eleison”

♫ Postlude
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Scripture
OT: Ezekiel 37:1‒14 (NIV)
1 The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”
I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”
4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! 5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath[a] enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.’”
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.
9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army.
11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.’”

Gospel: John 11:1‒26 (NIV)
1 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”
4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, 7 and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”
8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are going back?”
9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10 It is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light.”
11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.”
12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.
14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”
16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.
21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

And on this Path
1. And on this path,
The gates of holiness are open wide!
(x3)
Open wide! Open wide! Open wide!
The gates are open wide!

2. So enter in
The gates of holiness are open wide!
(x3)
Open wide! Open wide! Open wide!
The gates are open wide!

And on this Path, Linnea Good/Lynn Bauman
Words © 2000, Lynn Bauman, music © 2003, Borealis Music , All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery
Tree of life and awesome mystery,
In your death we are reborn,
Though you die in all of history,
Still you rise with every morn,
Still you rise with every morn.

Gentle Jesus, mighty Spirit,
Come inflame our hearts anew,
We may all your joy inherit
If we bear the cross with you,
If we bear the cross with you.

God of all our fear and sorrow,
God who lives beyond our death;
Hold us close through each tomorrow,
Love as near as every breath,
Love as near as every breath.

Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery, Marty Haugen 
© 1984, G.I.A. Publications, Inc., All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

When We Are Living
1. When we are living, it is in Christ Jesus,
And when we’re dying, it is in the Lord.
Both in our living and in our dying,
We belong to God, we belong to God.

2. Through all our living, we our fruits must give.
Good works of service are for offering.
When we are giving, or when receiving,
We belong to God, we belong to God.

3. ‘Mid times of sorrow and in times of pain,
When sensing beauty or in love’s embrace,
Whether we suffer, or sing rejoicing,
We belong to God, we belong to God.

4. Across this wide world, we shall always find
Those who are crying with no peace of mind,
But when we help them, or when we feed them,
We belong to God, we belong to God.

When We Are Living, trans. Elise S. Eslinger and George Lockwood 
© 1989, The United Methodist Publishing House, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

O Jesus, I Have Promised
1. O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end;
Remain for ever near me, my Saviour and my friend:
I shall not fear the journey if you are by my side,
Nor wander from the pathway if you will be my guide.

2. O let me feel you near me: the world is ever near;
I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear;
My foes are ever near me, around me and within;
But, Jesus, then draw nearer and shield my soul from sin.

3. O let me hear you speaking in accents clear and still,
Above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will;
O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control;
Now speak, and make me listen, O guardian of my soul.

4. O Jesus, you have promised to all who follow you,
That where you are in glory your servant shall be too.
And Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end;
O give me grace to follow, my Saviour and my friend.
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