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                                               *Please stand if you are able.
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4th Sunday in Lent         	           	 	   March 15, 2026

♫ Prelude

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 
 
♫ Introit 	“Be Still and Know”

*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also, with you.
The Lord is our Shepherd.
God leads us by still waters.
Christ restores our souls.
The Spirit leads us in right paths.
Let us worship	God who is always with us.
We will praise our God, trusting in God’s goodness and mercy!

♫ *Hymn of Praise 	“How Great Thou Art”     	       VU238

Prayer of Approach 
Gracious and loving God, 
you are the Source of all that sustains us.
You are compassion, embracing us when we call for mercy.
You are mercy, guiding us through anxious times.
You are wisdom, revealing truth to challenge and renew us.
Holy One, you bless us with your presence day by day,
so we turn to you in worship, as Creator, Christ and Spirit,
offering you our love and loyalty, our prayers and our praise.

God of life and love, 
we confess that events around us shake our trust in your love. 
When terror strikes and innocents fall, we wonder if love can defeat violence. 
When truth is twisted by misleading claims, 
we doubt love can prevail over lies. 
When we face trouble, we wonder if you love us at all.
Forgive us, God, when we lose our trust in your love. 
We ask these things in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Saviour, amen.

Assurance of Grace 
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance: If we confess our sins, he [God] is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer		     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

Extinguishing the Lenten Candles
It’s Sunday morning. Last week, with all its demands, is over. No matter where you are in your thoughts and feelings—relieved about what you have accomplished, anxious about what’s left undone, concerned about people or projects—no matter where you are in your journey this day—I encourage you to set all that aside and consider where you are right now. When it is fully present, then listen… for God is present in these moments, too. God meets us where we are and calls us forward, moment by moment, guiding us slowly but surely toward transformation.  

(Silence)

As we extinguish this light, we acknowledge the darkness and pain caused by the lack of basic needs—lack of food, of shelter, of education, of healthcare, of love.

(A candle is extinguished.)

Let us pray:
Loving God, we thank you that you are with us, and that we may call upon you no matter where we are, or what we are feeling. Keep us mindful of your presence and trusting in your promise—that you are working with us in the moment-by-moment unfolding of our lives. Through Christ, we pray, amen.

♫ *Hymn 	“Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”            VU121

Message for All Ages	

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]Light of the world, your Word brings new vision and hope. Shine your Spirit on us as we listen to the Scriptures, to open our eyes on your Word at work in the world and show us the path we can follow in Jesus Christ, your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]1 Samuel 16:1-13
John 9:1-12

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

♫ Anthem 	“Kyrie”       		                           F. Schubert

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Sermon 	“Love Is Blind”				Rachel Nott

♫ *Hymn of Reflection  “Open My Eyes, That I May See”   VU371

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395](make space for a silent reflection).
Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn “Your Work, O God, Needs Many Hands” 
       VU537       
Your work, O God, needs many hands to help you everywhere,
And some there are who cannot serve unless our gifts we share.
Because we love you and your work, our offering now we make:
Be pleased to use it as your own, we ask for Jesus’ sake.

* Dedication of Our Offering

Pastoral Prayer			  	    

[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ *Closing Hymn “Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights”	  
      VU108 (vv. 1-4)

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    

♫ *Sung Response 	“Kyrie Eleison”

♫ Postlude	
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Scripture
OT: 1 Samuel 16:1‒13 (NIV)
1 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.”
2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”
The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.”
4 Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?”
5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here before the Lord.”
7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The Lord has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”
12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine appearance and handsome features.
Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”
13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to Ramah.

Gospel: John 9:1‒12 (NIV)
1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.
8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that he was.
Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”
But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”
10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.
11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.”
12 “Where is this man?” they asked him.
“I don’t know,” he said.

How Great Thou Art
[bookmark: _Hlk110927214]1. O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the works thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.

Refrain:
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,
How great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,
How great thou art! How great thou art!

2. When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze.

Refrain

3. But when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin.

Refrain

4. When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!”

Refrain

Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery
Tree of life and awesome mystery,
In your death we are reborn,
Though you die in all of history,
Still you rise with every morn,
Still you rise with every morn.

We remember truth once spoken,
Love passed on through act and word,
Every person lost and broken
Wears the body of our Lord,
Wears the body of our Lord.

Give us eyes to see you clearly,
Make us children of your light;
Give us hearts to live more nearly
As your gospel shining bright,
As your gospel shining bright.

Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery, Marty Haugen 
© 1984, G.I.A. Publications, Inc., All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Open My Eyes, That I May See
1. Open my eyes, that I may see
Glimpses of truth thou hast for me;
Place in my hands the wonderful key
That shall unclasp and set me free.
Silently now I wait for thee,
Ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my eyes, illumine me,
Spirit divine!

2. Open my ears, that I may hear
Voices of truth thou sendest clear;
And while the wave-notes fall on my ear,
Everything false will disappear.
Silently now I wait for thee,
Ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my ears, illumine me,
Spirit divine!

3. Open my mouth, and let me bear
Gladly the warm truth everywhere;
Open my heart and let me prepare
Love with thy children thus to share.
Silently now I wait for thee,
Ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my heart, illumine me,
Spirit divine!

Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights
1. Throughout these Lenten days and nights
We turn to walk the inward way,
Where, meeting Christ, our guide and light, 
We live in hope till Easter Day.

2. The pilgrim Christ, the Lamb of God,
Who found in weakness greater power,
Embraces us, though lost and flawed,
And leads us to his Rising Hour.

3. We bear the silence, cross and pain
Of human burdens, human strife,
While sisters, brothers help sustain
Our courage till the Feast of Life.

4. And though the road is hard and steep,
The Spirit ever calls us on
Through Calvary’s dying, dark and deep,
Until we see the coming Dawn.
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