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2nd Sunday in Lent         	           	 	     March 1, 2026

♫ Prelude

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 
 
♫ Introit 	“Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”

*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.
Into life’s challenges and questions comes the Mystery of God,
and God’s truth opens our eyes.
Into our routines and rituals walks the presence of Christ,
and God’s love brings healing and hope.
Into our traditions and conclusions blows the wind of the Spirit,
and God’s people are born from above.
We gather in Jesus’ name to encounter God’s grace and glory. 
Let us worship God with open hearts and minds.

♫ *Hymn of Praise 	“As Comes the Breath of Spring”      VU373

Prayer of Approach 
God of majesty and mercy, 
your mystery embraces the vast reaches of the universe
and yet you are present with us in the course of our daily lives. 
Even the tiniest spark of your wisdom illuminates the greatest complexities.
With the smallest gesture of your love, you renew our hope.  
Deepen our sense of your holy presence this day. 
Assure us that your love will never let us go.
We offer our praise and our prayers this day to you,
Holy God, Holy One and Holy Three,
with humble hearts and faith that seeks understanding.

God of mystery and mercy, 
we confess that we prefer simple certainty to seeking deeper understanding. 
We settle for what we know, ignoring our doubts and questions. 
Forgive us when our faith falters because what we think no longer satisfies. 
Open our eyes to the truth you hold out to us in Christ,
and give us courage to rethink what we have assumed about you
and your love for the world. 
We ask these things in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Saviour, amen.

Assurance of Grace 
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance:  This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 1 John 4:9-10—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer			     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

Extinguishing the Lenten Candles
On Sunday morning, for a brief space of time, we leave behind the world of home and work and school—the world where we have our lists of things to do, activities to participate in, tasks to complete. We come here this morning seeking something else. We come here seeking a shift—from the ordinary to the sacred, from doing to being. I invite you to close your eyes. Let go of your list. Recall that it is the season of Lent. Listen. Jesus is being drawn to Jerusalem. Where is God calling you to? What is God calling you to do?  

(Silence)

As we extinguish this light, we acknowledge the darkness and pain of injury done to the Earth and its ecosystems.

(A candle is extinguished.)

Let us pray:
Loving God, as we journey through this holy season of Lent, may we be open to your presence. Give us the strength to make the changes that are needed in our lives and the courage to take on the work of transforming the world. Through Christ, we pray, amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]God of Wisdom, we turn to Scripture to listen and learn. Send your Holy Spirit to help us listen carefully so that we hear what we have not heard before and learn to follow Christ with deeper understanding and renewed commitment, trusting in Jesus, your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Genesis 12:1-4a
John 3:1-17

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

♫ Anthem 	“Softly and Tenderly”		         W. Thompson

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Sermon 				       	    

♫ *Hymn 	“O God, How We Have Wandered”               VU112

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]Almighty God, you are our keeper, 
shade in the heat of the world’s troubles, 
light in every shadowed time of life. 
We thank you for your care which sustains us,
and offer you our trust for those things we can do nothing about. 
Thank you for the energy to focus on the things we can do day by day, 
putting our love and care to work in community and creation. 
By the power of your Spirit, bless us with the insight and passion to act in hope. 
May your wisdom guide us in all things. 

Attentive God, 
we bring our concerns for the world to you in these uncertain times.

We think of Abraham and Sarah setting off to an unknown land
and pray for people on the move:
For those seeking safety and shelter, fleeing violence;
For those settling into a new home or community;
For those who must travel, whatever the conditions.	
(brief silence)
O God, who is always with us,
Walk with us on the way.

We think of the Psalmist looking to hills
And we pray for people seeking help:
For those seeking help for the earth itself as its fragile balances are threatened;
For those seeking help to make ends meet as bank balances are threatened;
For those seeking help for vulnerable people to right the balance of justice	
	(brief silence)
O God, who is always with us,
Walk with us on the way.

We think of Nicodemus turning to Jesus with questions in his heart
and we pray for people seeking answers:
For those with health challenges, seeking diagnosis and treatment;
For those researching problems and policies, seeking to better our common life;
For those wondering if you exist, O God, wondering if you have a purpose for them
	(brief silence)
O God, who is always with us,
walk with us on the way.
We ask of you these things, through Christ, our Lord, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn “Your Work, O God, Needs Many Hands” 
       VU537       
Your work, O God, needs many hands to help you everywhere,
And some there are who cannot serve unless our gifts we share.
Because we love you and your work, our offering now we make:
Be pleased to use it as your own, we ask for Jesus’ sake.

*Dedication of Our Offering

Communion

♫ *Communion Hymn    “Bread of Life, Feed My Soul”      MV194

Invitation 

Holy Greeting
The Lord be with you.
And also, with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Prayer
It is right that we should praise you, gracious God, for you created all things. You formed us in your own image: male and female, you created us. When we turned away from you in sin, you did not cease to care for us but opened a path of salvation for all people. You made a covenant with Israel and, through your servants, Abraham and Sarah, gave the promise of a blessing to all nations. Through Moses, you led your people from bondage into freedom; through the prophets, you renewed your promise of salvation. Therefore, with them and with all your saints who have served you in every age, we give you thanks and raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your Holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen!

Narrative of the Institution of the Lord’s Supper 

The Mystery of Our Faith
Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again!

Thanksgiving and Consecration 

The Re-Enactment

[bookmark: _Hlk479090700]Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Grant us your peace.
(Let us be silent as we contemplate this holy and solemn act of worship)

THE SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE WINE

♫ Distribution Hymn 	“Now to Your Table Spread”	       VU456

Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also, with you. 

Post Communion Prayer
Gracious and loving God, we give you thanks for the invitation to your table. For there, we have tasted your death and seen your resurrection; we have feasted at your table and have been filled with unending life. May we now return to the duties that await us in the world, ever more resolved to be faithful to you and loving to one another. Through Jesus Christ, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God – world without end. Amen!

Pastoral Prayer			  	    

[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ *Closing Hymn 	“To Abraham and Sarah”           	       VU634

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    

♫ *Sung Response 	“Peace Be with You”

♫ Postlude	
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Scripture
OT: Genesis 12:1‒4a (NIV)
1 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show you.
2 “I will make you into a great nation,
    and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
    and you will be a blessing.
3 I will bless those who bless you,
    and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
    will be blessed through you.”
4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him.

Gospel: John 3:1‒17 (NIV)
1 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.”
3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”
4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”
5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”
9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.
10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

As Comes the Breath of Spring
1. As comes the breath of spring 
With light and mirth and song,
So does your Spirit bring 
New days brave, free, and strong.
You come with thrill of life
To chase hence winter’s breath,
To hush to peace the strife
Of sin that ends in death.

2. You come like dawning day
With flaming truth and love,
To chase all glooms away,
To brace our wills to prove
How wise, how good to choose
The truth and its brave fight,
To prize it, win or lose, 
And live on your delight.

3. You come like songs at morn
That fill the earth with joy,
Till we, in Christ newborn,
New strength in praise employ.
You come to rouse the heart
From drifting to despair,
Through high hopes to impart
Life with an ampler air.

4. You breathe and there is health;
You move and there is power,
You whisper, there is wealth 
Of love, your richest dower.
Your presence is to us
Like summer in the soul;
Your joy shines forth and then
Life blossoms to its goal.

O God, How We Have Wandered
1. O God, how we have wandered
And hidden from your face;
In foolishness have squandered
Your legacy of grace.
But how, in exile welling,
We turn with fear and shame,
As distant but compelling,
You call us each by name.

2. And now at length discerning
The evil that we do,
By faith we are returning
With hope and trust in you.
In haste you come to meet us,
And home rejoicing bring,
In gladness there to greet us 
With calf and robe and ring.

3. O God of all the living, 
Both banished and restored,
Compassionate, forgiving, 
Our peace and hope assured.
Grant now that our transgressing,
Our faithlessness may cease.
Stretch out your hand in blessing,
In pardon, and in peace.

O God, How We Have Wandered, Kevin Nichols 
© 1981, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Bread of Life, Feed My Soul
1. Bread of life, feed my soul,
As the presence of the Spirit makes me whole.
Bread of life, fill my heart
With the grace and mercy you impart.

2. I have heard your voice calling,
“Come, my friend, and share
In the feast that is laid out for you
To show how much I care.”

3. Bread of life, help me live
A life as pure and true as Jesus did.
Bread of life, help me see
The boundless love of Christ for you and me.

4. I have heard your voice calling,
“Come, my friend, and share
In the feast that is laid out for you
To show how much I care.”

5. Bread of life, feed my soul,
As the presence of the Spirit makes me whole.
Bread of life, fill my heart
With the grace and mercy you impart.

Bread of Life, Feed My Soul, Stephen Spencer/arr. Rick Gunn 
© 2005, Stephen Spencer, Rick Gunn, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Now to Your Table Spread
1. Now to your table spread we come, each one in faith
That you alone provide the words of life and death:
In wine and bread, in promised food
We find your loving heart, O God.

2. Hands of the world stretch out your mystery to touch
In longing to believe a truth beyond our reach,
To sing in joy, to cry in grief,
To know your meaning for our life.

3. Here is our common wealth in sharing what is good,
As though all humankind around one table stood,
This bread to break, this wine to taste:
One people in the name of Christ.

Now to Your Table Spread, Shirley Erena Murray 
© 1987, Hope Publishing Company, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

To Abraham and Sarah
1. To Abraham and Sarah
The call of God was clear:
“Go forth and I will show you
A country rich and fair.
You need not fear the journey
For I have pledged my word:
That you shall be my people
And I will be your God.”

2. From Abraham and Sarah
Arose a pilgrim race,
Dependent for their journey
On God’s abundant grace;
And in their heart was written
By God this saving word:
“That you shall be my people
And I will be your God.”

3. We of this generation
On whom God’s hand is laid,
Can journey to the future
Secure and unafraid,
Rejoicing in God’s goodness
And trusting in this word:
“That you shall be my people
And I shall be your God.”

To Abraham and Sarah, Judith Fetter 
© 1984, Judith Fetter, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.
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