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   embracing, proclaiming and practising the Gospel

                                               *Please stand if you are able.
                Please join in the responses printed in bold type                   

2nd Sunday after Pentecost       	           	        June 7, 2026

♫ Prelude 	“Come and Be Light for Our Eyes”	      D. Haas

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 
 
♫ Introit 	“A Rainbow Is Dancing”   	     	      M. Kish

*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also, with you.
Holy and generous is God, the Author of all things;
loving and gracious is Christ, the Bearer of our salvation;
gentle and wise is the Holy Spirit, the Breath of new life.
Come, let us worship God, our Creator, our Saviour, and our Source of New Life, with joyful praise and hopeful hearts!

♫ *Hymn of Praise    “Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpet”             
       VU245

Prayer of Approach 
 Holy God, 
full of love, infinite in kindness, 
and incomparable in glory, 
we worship you today because there is none like you. 
You bring new life forth from death 
and offer us new hope. 
In this time of worship, 
we offer you thanks, praise, honour, 
and glory for you are worthy. 
We come to you today, O Lord, 
seeking your divine assistance. 
Lead us and use us to labour in your Kingdom. 
Through Christ our Lord, we pray, amen!

Holy God, 
we confess that there are chasms in our lives, 
deep valleys that separate us from one another and from you. 
We confess that we have allowed those rifts to grow, 
for fear of admitting our part in the separation, 
for fear of being rejected when we reach out.  
You call us to a reconciled life, to healed relationships, 
to a wholeness with each other and with you.
Forgive us of our sinful ways, mend us, 
and make us new creations. 
In Jesus’ name we pray, amen!

Assurance of Grace 
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance:  This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. (1 John 4:9-10)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer    
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]O God, amid all that has been happening in the world around us and among us in these times, may we develop oneness of hearts and attentive minds, through the inspiration of truth we discern from your Holy Word. We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Genesis 12:1-9
Matthew 9:9‒13, 18–26

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Sermon 				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ Hymn of Reflection 		“My Life Flows On”             VU716

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]Holy God, 
whose glory is beyond compare; 
whose mercy is boundless, and love for us is endless;
look upon us now in your compassion.
We pray for peace that calms our hearts, 
that quiets our minds and sooths our souls,
and for peace in the whole world and throughout creation:
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for the stability of the church and the unity of this congregation,
for the ministries of your church around the world in challenging and difficult times:
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for this country, our leaders, and all those in public service 
(names may be added)
and for all who offer themselves in service for the common good:
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for your creation in its beauty and bounty,
for the wellbeing of every creature and their habitats,
for a willingness to change our ways to protect places and people at risk,
and for generations yet unborn that they too may thrive:
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for the safety of those who must travel by land, sea, and air, 
and for all those who are separated from those they love:
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for the sick, the suffering, and the isolated,
for victims of violence in their homes and in their nations, 
for refugees and people held as captives:
Hear our prayer. 

To you, Holy God, Creator, Christ and Spirit,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
belongs all glory, honour, and worship,
now and forever, and to the ages of ages.
We ask these things through Christ, our Lord, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn 	“God of All Good” 		VU539, v.1
God of all good, our gifts we bring to you,
Use them your holy purpose to fulfil;
Tokens of love and pledges brought anew
That our whole life is offered to your will.

*Dedication of Our Offering

Communion

♫ *Communion Hymn      “As We Gather at Your Table”    VU457

Invitation

Holy Greeting
The Lord be with you.
And also, with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Prayer
It is right that we should praise you, gracious God, for you created all things. You formed us in your own image: male and female, you created us. When we turned away from you in sin, you did not cease to care for us but opened a path of salvation for all people. You made a covenant with Israel and, through your servants, Abraham and Sarah, gave the promise of a blessing to all nations. Through Moses, you led your people from bondage into freedom; through the prophets, you renewed your promise of salvation. Therefore, with them and with all your saints who have served you in every age, we give you thanks and raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your Holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen!

Narrative of the Institution of the Lord’s Supper 

The Mystery of Our Faith
Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again!

Thanksgiving and Consecration 

The Re-Enactment

[bookmark: _Hlk479090700]Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Grant us your peace.
(Let us be silent as we contemplate this holy and solemn act of worship)

THE SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE WINE

♫ Distribution Hymn 		“Let Us Build a House”	           MV1

Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also, with you. 

Post Communion Prayer 
Gracious and loving God, we give you thanks for the invitation to your table. For there, we have tasted your death and seen your resurrection; we have feasted at your table and have been filled with unending life. May we now return to the duties that await us in the world, ever more resolved to be faithful to you and loving to one another. Through Jesus Christ, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God – world without end. Amen!

Pastoral Prayer			  	    

[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ *Closing Hymn    “My Love Colours Outside the Lines”   MV138

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    

♫ *Sung Response 	“Reach Out”			   C. Landry

♫ Postlude

Acknowledgements: 
Respectfully adapted from the following resources: The United Church of Canada @ https://www.united-church.ca/worship; The Presbyterian Church in Canada @ https://presbyterian.ca/worship/; United Church of Christ Worship Ways @ https://www.ucc.org/worship_worship-ways; Spirit Networks @ http://www.spirit-net.ca/sermons/year-a-sermons.php; and The United Methodist Church Ministry Matters @ https://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/.

Scripture
Old Testament: Genesis 12:1‒9 (NIV)
1 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show you.
2 “I will make you into a great nation,
    and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
    and you will be a blessing.
3 I will bless those who bless you,
    and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
    will be blessed through you.”
4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.
6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring[c] I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the Lord, who had appeared to him.
8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the Lord and called on the name of the Lord.
9 Then Abram set out and continued toward the Negev.

Gospel: Matthew 9:9‒13, 18–26 (NIV)
9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.
10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”
12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”
18 While he was saying this, a synagogue leader came and knelt before him and said, “My daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she will live.” 19 Jesus got up and went with him, and so did his disciples.
20 Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak. 21 She said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.”
22 Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith has healed you.” And the woman was healed at that moment.
23 When Jesus entered the synagogue leader’s house and saw the noisy crowd and people playing pipes, 24 he said, “Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep.” But they laughed at him. 25 After the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up. 26 News of this spread through all that region.

Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpet
1. Praise the Lord with the sound of trumpet, 
Praise the Lord with the harp and lute,
Praise the Lord with the gentle-sounding flute.
Praise the Lord in the field and forest,
Praise the Lord in the city square,
Praise the Lord anytime and anywhere.
Praise the Lord in the wind and sunshine,
Praise the Lord in the dark of night,
Praise the Lord in the rain or snow or in the morning light.
Praise the Lord in the deepest valley,
Praise the Lord on the highest hill,
Praise the Lord, never let your voice be still.

2. Praise the Lord with the crashing cymbal,
Praise the Lord with the pipe and string,
Praise the Lord with the joyful songs you sing.
Praise the Lord on a weekday morning,
Praise the Lord on a Sunday noon,
Praise the Lord by the light of sun or moon.
Praise the Lord in the time of sorrow,
Praise the Lord in the time of joy,
Praise the Lord every moment, nothing let your praise destroy.
Praise the Lord in the peace and quiet,
Praise the Lord in your work or play,
Praise the Lord everywhere in every way!

Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpet, Natalie Sleeth 
© 1976, Hinshaw Music, Inc., All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

My Life Flows On
1. My life flows on in endless song, above earth’s lamentation.
I hear the sweet, though far off hymn that hails a new creation.
Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear the music ringing:
It finds an echo in my soul—how can I keep from singing?

2. What though my joys and comforts die? My Saviour still is living.
What though the shadows gather ‘round? A new song Christ is giving.
No storm can shake my inmost calm, while to that Rock I’m clinging:
Since Love commands both heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing?

3. When tyrants tremble, sick with fear, and hear their death knells ringing:
When friends rejoice both far and near, how can I keep from singing?
In prison cell and dungeon vile our thoughts to them are winging:
When friends by shame are undefiled, how can I keep from singing?

4. I lift my eyes; the cloud grows thin; I see the blue above it;
And day by day this pathway smooths, since first I learned to love it.
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing:
All things are mine since I am Christ’s—how can I keep from singing?

As We Gather at Your Table
1. As we gather at your table,
As we listen to your word,
Help us know, O God, your presence;
Let our hearts and minds be stirred.
Nourish us with sacred story
Till we claim it as our own;
Teach us through this holy banquet
How to make Love’s victory known.

2. Turn our worship into witness
In the sacrament of life;
Send us forth to love and serve you,
Bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion
To forgive as you forgave;
May we still behold your image
In the world you died to save.

3. Gracious Spirit, help us summon
Other guests to share that feast
Where triumphant Love will welcome
Those who had been last and least.
There no more will envy blind us
Nor will pride our peace destroy,
As we join with saints and angels
To repeat the sounding joy.

As We Gather at Your Table, Carl P. Daw, Jr. 
© 1989, Hope Publishing Company, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Let Us Build a House
1. Let us build a house where love can dwell
And all can safely live,
A place where saints and children tell
How hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
Rock of faith and vault of grace;
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions:

Refrain:
All are welcome,
All are welcome,
All are welcome in this place.

2. Let us build a house where prophets speak,
And words are strong and true,
Where all God’s children dare to seek
To dream God’s reign anew.
Here the cross shall stand as witness
And as symbol of God’s grace;
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:

Refrain

3. Let us build a house where love is found
In water, wine and wheat;
A banquet hall on holy ground,
Where peace and justice meet.
Here the love of God, through Jesus,
Is revealed in time and space;
As we share in Christ the feast that frees us:

Refrain

4. Let us build a house where hands will reach
Beyond the wood and stone
To heal and strengthen, serve and teach,
And live the Word they’ve known.
Here the outcast and the stranger
Bear the image of God’s face;
Let us bring an end to fear and danger:

Refrain

5. Let us build a house where all are named,
Their songs and visions heard
And loved and treasured, taught and claimed
As words within the Word.
Built of tears and cries and laughter,
Prayers of faith and songs of grace;
Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:

Refrain

Let Us Build a House, Marty Haugen 
© 1994, GIA Publications, Inc., All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

My Love Colours Outside the Lines
1. My love colours outside the lines,
Exploring paths that few could ever find;
And takes me into places where I’ve never been before,
And opens doors to worlds outside the lines.

2. My Lord colours outside the lines,
Turns wounds to blessings, water into wine;
And takes me into places where I’ve never been before,
And opens doors to worlds outside the lines.

We’ll never walk on water if we’re not prepared to drown,
Body and soul need a soaking from time to time.
And we’ll never move the gravestones if we’re not prepared to die,
And realize there are worlds outside the lines.

3. My soul longs to colour outside the lines,
Tear back the curtains, sun, come in and shine;
I want to walk beyond the boundaries where I’ve never been before,
Throw open doors to worlds outside the lines.

We’ll never walk on water if we’re not prepared to drown,
Body and soul need a soaking from time to time.
And we’ll never move the gravestones if we’re not prepared to die,
And realize there are worlds outside the lines.

4. My soul longs to colour outside the lines,
Tear back the curtains, sun, come in and shine;
I want to walk beyond the boundaries where I’ve never been before,
Throw open doors to worlds outside the lines.

My Love Colours Outside the Lines, Gordon Light; arr. Andrew Donaldson 
© 1995, Common Cup Company; arr. © Andrew Donaldson, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.
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