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                                               *Please stand if you are able.
                Please join in the responses printed in bold type                   

6th Sunday after Pentecost       	           	         July 5, 2026

♫ Prelude

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 
 
*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also, with you.
God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love.
God offers compassion to all creation.
With all God’s creation, give thanks to the Lord.
With all God’s creatures, great and small, we will bless the Lord.
In worship let us speak of God’s glory and tell of God’s wonder.
We come to praise God and seek God’s peace in Jesus’ name.

♫ *Hymn of Praise 	“All Praise to You”		       VU297

Prayer of Approach 
Holy, gracious and merciful God,
you are overflowing with love, 
infinite in kindness, 
and incomparable in glory.  
There is no other like you in all our imagining. 
Your presence breaks into our lives, reflected in the beauty of creation,
and refreshes and inspires us.
You renew us to imagine new things,
you strengthen us to meet life’s changes and challenges.
In response to your goodness and glory, 
we offer you our thanks in the words of our prayers 
and the praise from our hearts.
We honour you with our lives,
worshipping you 
as Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, 
this day and every day, now and always.

Holy and merciful God, 
you offer us peace, 
yet we confess life often feels frustrating and unsettled.
You offer us courage,
yet we are timid and resentful when life is challenging.
You offer us a mission with meaning and purpose,
yet we are preoccupied with our own plans and desires.
Forgive us, O God, 
and draw our attention back to you. 
In Jesus’ name we pray, amen!

Assurance of Grace 
[bookmark: _Hlk214532743]Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance:   Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ… (Romans 5:1)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer			     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]Spirit of wisdom, be our guide as we listen for God’s word speaking in the Scriptures. When we are puzzled, grant us clarity. When we resist hearing, open our hearts. Renew our understanding through the grace of Christ, Your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Genesis 24:34–38, 42–49, 58–67
Matthew 11:16–19, 25–30

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Sermon 				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ Hymn of Reflection 	“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”
							       VU344

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]Holy God, 
we turn to you in uncertain times, trusting in your steadfast love.
Where people are anxious about the future, 
where people are overwhelmed by their responsibilities, 
where people fear the conflict around them 
or are in danger of violence in daily life,
bring peace and hope, we pray.
And let your kingdom come.

God of all compassion:
where people are lonely or isolated, longing for love, 
where people are trapped in unhealthy or violent relationships,
where people are grieving the loss of someone beloved,
bring courage and hope, we pray.
And let your kingdom come.

God of power and might:
where people feel pain in their bodies, in minds or spirits, 
where illness has eroded hope, 
and where desperation for help fills each day:
bring healing and hope, we pray.
And let your kingdom come.

God of truth:
where leaders work to guide communities to renewed life, 
where individuals strive to care for the earth and its vulnerable inhabitants,
and where people stand up against unjust policies or practices,
bring wisdom and hope, we pray.
And let your kingdom come.

God in whom we live and move and have our being:
by your Spirit, tend your promise of new life 
amid the current struggles in the world.
We ask these things through Christ, our Lord, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”							       VU541
	Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God, all creatures high and low;
	Give thanks to God in love made known:
	Creator, Word and Spirit, one.

*Dedication of Our Offering

Pastoral Prayer			  	    

[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ *Closing Hymn 	“Bless Now, O God, the Journey”      VU633

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    

♫ Postlude	
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Scripture
Old Testament: Genesis 24:34–38, 42–49, 58–67 (NIV)
34 So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. 35 The Lord has blessed my master abundantly, and he has become wealthy. He has given him sheep and cattle, silver and gold, male and female servants, and camels and donkeys. 36 My master’s wife Sarah has borne him a son in her old age, and he has given him everything he owns. 37 And my master made me swear an oath, and said, ‘You must not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live, 38 but go to my father’s family and to my own clan, and get a wife for my son.’ 42 “When I came to the spring today, I said, ‘Lord, God of my master Abraham, if you will, please grant success to the journey on which I have come. 43 See, I am standing beside this spring. If a young woman comes out to draw water and I say to her, “Please let me drink a little water from your jar,” 44 and if she says to me, “Drink, and I’ll draw water for your camels too,” let her be the one the Lord has chosen for my master’s son.’
45 “Before I finished praying in my heart, Rebekah came out with her jar on her shoulder. She went down to the spring and drew water, and I said to her, ‘Please give me a drink.’
46 “She quickly lowered her jar from her shoulder and said, ‘Drink, and I’ll water your camels too.’ So I drank, and she watered the camels also.
47 “I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’
“She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, son of Nahor, whom Milkah bore to him.’
“Then I put the ring in her nose and the bracelets on her arms, 48 and I bowed down and worshipped the Lord. I praised the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me on the right road to get the granddaughter of my master’s brother for his son. 49 Now if you will show kindness and faithfulness to my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so I may know which way to turn.” 58 So they called Rebekah and asked her, “Will you go with this man?”
“I will go,” she said.
59 So they sent their sister Rebekah on her way, along with her nurse and Abraham’s servant and his men. 60 And they blessed Rebekah and said to her,
“Our sister, may you increase
    to thousands upon thousands;
may your offspring possess
    the cities of their enemies.”
61 Then Rebekah and her attendants got ready and mounted the camels and went back with the man. So the servant took Rebekah and left.
62 Now Isaac had come from Beer Lahai Roi, for he was living in the Negev. 63 He went out to the field one evening to meditate, and as he looked up, he saw camels approaching. 64 Rebekah also looked up and saw Isaac. She got down from her camel 65 and asked the servant, “Who is that man in the field coming to meet us?”
“He is my master,” the servant answered. So she took her veil and covered herself.
66 Then the servant told Isaac all he had done. 67 Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he married Rebekah. So she became his wife, and he loved her; and Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.

Gospel: Matthew 11:16–19, 25–30 (NIV)
16 “To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling out to others:
17 “‘We played the pipe for you,
    and you did not dance;
we sang a dirge,
    and you did not mourn.’
18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom is proved right by her deeds.” 25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 26 Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do.
27 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

All Praise to You
1. All praise to you, O God of all creation:
You made the world, and it is yours alone.
The planet earth you spun in its location
Amid the stars adorning heaven’s dome.
We lease the earth but for a life’s duration,
Yet for this life it is our cherished home.

2. With wondrous grace you clothed the earth in splendour,
With teeming life you filled the sea and land.
Instil in us a sense of awe and wonder
When we behold the bounty of your hand.
Then when we hear the voice of bird or thunder,
We hear the voice our faith can understand.

3. To tend the earth is our entrusted duty,
For earth is ours to use and not abuse.
O gracious God, true source of all resources,
Forgive our greed that wields destruction’s sword.
Then let us serve as wise and faithful stewards
While earth gives glory to creation’s Lord.

All Praise to You, Omer Westendorf 
© 1984, World Library Publications, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds
1. How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer’s ear!
It soothes the sorrows, heals the wounds,
And drives away all fear.

2. It makes the wounded spirit whole,
And calms the troubled breast;
‘Tis manna to the hungry soul,
And to the weary, rest.

3. Dear Name! the rock on which I build,
My shield and hiding-place,
My never-failing treasury,
Filled with boundless stores of grace.

4. Jesus, my Shepherd, Brother, Friend,
My Prophet, Priest, and King,
My Lord, my Life, my Way, my End,
Accept the praise I bring.

5. The effort of my heart is weak,
And cold my warmest thought;
But when I see you whom I seek,
I’ll praise you as I ought.

Bless Now, O God, the Journey
1. Bless now, O God, the journey
That all your people make,
The path through noise and silence,
The way of give and take.
The trail is found in desert
And winds the mountain round,
Then leads beside still waters,
The road where faith is found.

2. Bless sojourners and pilgrims
Who share this winding way,
Whose hope burns through the terrors, 
Whose love sustains the day.
We yearn for holy freedom
While often we are bound.
Together we are seeking
The road where faith is found.

3. Divine Eternal Lover,
You meet us on the road.
We wait for lands of promise
Where milk and honey flow.
But waiting not for places,
You meet us all around.
Our covenant is written
On roads, as faith is found.

Bless Now, O God, the Journey, Sylvia Dunstan
© 1991, G.I.A. Publications, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.
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