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   embracing, proclaiming and practicing the Gospel

                                               *Please stand if you are able.
                Please join in the responses printed in bold type                   

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost              	       July 26, 2026

♫ Prelude

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

*Call to Worship 
What can separate us from the love of Christ?
For God is with us in the sunshine and in our joy,
encouraging our energy, inspiring our delight.
For God is with us in the storms and distress,
holding us close, keeping us strong.
For God is with us now,
receiving our prayers, accepting our praise, 
loving us always.
For God is with us, as we unite in worship 
and proclaim the love of Christ.

♫ *Opening Hymn 	“Breathe on Me, Breath of God”	       VU382

Opening Prayer
Great and wonderful God,
through the movement of the Spirit,
you experience the cries of our hearts,
even when we don’t have words or ways 
to express what we are feeling.
You feel the vibrations of the shouts of our celebration.
You note our tears of sadness, even when we don’t have words or ways to express what we are feeling.

Bless our cries, our shouts, our tears.
Bless our words and our actions.
Bless them with your love, through the gift of the Spirit. Amen.

 The Lord’s Prayer
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…” 

Message for all Ages

Prayer for Illumination
Eternal God, 
in the reading of the scripture, may your Word be heard; 
in the meditations of our hearts, may your Word be known; 
and in the faithfulness of our lives, may your Word be shown. Amen.

Scripture
Matthew 13:31-33
Romans 8:26-39

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.  

Message   	“Separation Anxiety”                    Rev. Brenna Baker

♫ *Hymn of Reflection    “Seek Ye First the Kingdom”	       VU356

Prayers of the People
Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn  “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”							       VU541
	Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God, all creatures high and low;
	Give thanks to God in love made known:
	Creator, Word and Spirit, one.

*Dedication of Our Offering
Spirit of Life, giver of every perfect gift. We join together with hearts full of gratitude and eyes open to see the places your abundance shows up in our lives. Bless these offerings and those given outside this time of worship. May our contributions both here and in every part of our lives—how we share our time, our skills and our money—work towards a world of justice and belonging. May we lay the foundations of Jesus’ Kingdom. We pray that it be so.

♫ *Closing Hymn 	“I See a New Heaven”		       VU713

*Blessing and Sending Forth
	
♫ Postlude 					       

Scripture
Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33
31 He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; 32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”
33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”	

Epistle: Romans 8:26-39
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
    we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Breathe on Me, Breath of God 
1. Breathe on me, breath of God,
Fill me with life anew,
That I may love what thou dost love,
And do what thou wouldst do.

2. Breathe on me, breath of God,
Until my heart is pure,
Until my will is one with thine,
To do and to endure.

3. Breathe on me, breath of God,
Till I am wholly thine,
Until this earthly part of me
Glows with thy fire divine.

4. Breathe on me, breath of God:
So shall I never die,
But live with thee the perfect life
Of thine eternity.

Seek Ye First the Kingdom
1. Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
And God’s righteousness,
And all these things shall be added unto you.
Hallelu, hallelujah.

2. Ask and it shall be given unto you;
Seek and you shall find;
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you.
Hallelu, hallelujah.

3. We do not live by bread alone,
But by every word
That proceeds from the mouth of God.
Hallelu, hallelujah.

Seek Ye First the Kingdom, Karen Lafferty
© 1972, Maranatha Music, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

I See a New Heaven
Refrain:
I see a new heaven. I see a new earth
As the old one will pass away,
Where the fountain of life flows 
And without price goes
To all people who abide in the land.

1. There, there on the banks of a river bright and free,
Yielding her fruit, firm in her root, the Tree of Life will be.

Refrain

2. There, there where death dies and our lives are born again,
Body and soul, struggling but whole like flowers after the rain.

Refrain

3. There, there where the darkness brings visions from above.
There where the night, bearing new light, reveals the promise of love.

Refrain

4. There, there where we work with the love of healing hands.
Labour we must, true to our trust to build a promised new land.

Refrain

I See a New Heaven, Carolyn McDade 
© 1979, Carolyn McDade, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.
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