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   embracing, proclaiming and practicing the Gospel

                                               *Please stand if you are able.
                Please join in the responses printed in bold type                   

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost              	       July 19, 2026

♫ Prelude

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

*Call to Worship 
Welcome to this service in the midst of summer warmth and colour.
We have come, excited to experience God’s Word in scripture.
We are here to praise our Creator and give our thanks.
We have come to raise our spirits to the heavens in song.
We are here to offer prayers for a better world for everyone.
We gather here as one community to worship together and be reminded to love one another.
We have come as one family of God, eager to be prompted in the ways of holy goodness and loving-kindness.
Come, let us worship God.

♫ *Opening Hymn 	“All Poor Ones and Humble”	       VU68

Opening Prayer
God of steadfast love, you set before us the call of faith and service. You give us reason to live in ways that both nurture us and challenge us. You assure us with your compassion and surprise us with your resolve. As your people, we seek to live with your purpose and to share your sensitivity. Be with us in our journey of faith, a journey we share with people around the world, as we celebrate all that Jesus taught us.

Assurance of Grace
There is good news in the midst of the turmoil in our lives: As ordinary people, we are inspired and empowered to do what is extraordinary. We are indeed a blessed and forgiven people.
Thanks be to God!

 The Lord’s Prayer
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…” 

Prayer for Illumination
We thank you, God, for your living word, which we find in scripture. You meet us where we are. Your word comes to life when we gather in your name. When you come seeking us in the stories and wisdom of the ages, may we be humble in attentiveness and grateful in receiving. Amen.

Scripture
Isaiah 5:1-7
Matthew 22:1-14

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.  

Message   	“What Are Parables All About?”             Fraser Code

♫ *Hymn of Reflection    “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus”	       VU357


Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
Heavenly God, you have promised to hear when we pray in the name of your Son. Therefore, in confidence and trust we pray for the Church: God, enliven the Church for its mission,
that we may be the salt of the earth and light to the world. 

Breathe fresh life into your people. 
Give us the power to reveal Christ in word and action. 

We pray for the world: Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace, 
that we may respect one another in freedom and truth. 

Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all that is in it. 
Teach us to care creatively for its resources. 

We pray for the community: God of truth, inspire with your wisdom those whose decisions affect the lives of others, 
that all act with integrity and courage. 

Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours. 
May we serve Christ in another, and love as he loves us. 

We pray for those in need: God of hope, comfort and restore of all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. 
May they know the power of your healing love. 

Make us willing agents of your compassion. 
Strengthen us as we share in making people whole. 

Give comfort to those who mourn. 
Bring them peace in their time of loss. 

We praise you for all your saints who have entered your eternal glory. 
May their example inspire and encourage us. 

Lord, you have called us to serve you. 
Grant that we may walk in your presence: your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds, your strength in our wills; until, at the end of our journey, we know the joy of our homecoming and the welcome of your embrace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn  “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”							       VU541
	Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God, all creatures high and low;
	Give thanks to God in love made known:
	Creator, Word and Spirit, one.

*Dedication of Our Offering

♫ *Closing Hymn 	“This Path We Walk”

*Blessing and Sending Forth
	
♫ Postlude 					       

Scripture
Old Testament: Isaiah 5:1-7
1 I will sing for my beloved
    my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
    on a very fertile hill.
2 He dug it and cleared it of stones
    and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it
    and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
    but it yielded rotten grapes.
3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
    and people of Judah,
judge between me
    and my vineyard.
4 What more was there to do for my vineyard
    that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes,
    why did it yield rotten grapes?
5 And now I will tell you
    what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
    and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall,
    and it shall be trampled down.
6 I will make it a wasteland;
    it shall not be pruned or hoed,
    and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds
    that they rain no rain upon it.
7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts
    is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
    are his cherished garden;
he expected justice
    but saw bloodshed;
righteousness
    but heard a cry!	

Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14
1 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5 But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests.
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.”

All Poor Ones and Humble
1. All poor ones and humble
And all those who stumble,
Come hastening, and feel not afraid;
For Jesus, our treasure,
With love past all measure,
In lowly poor manger was laid.
Though wise men who found him
Laid rich gifts around him,
Yet oxen they gave him their hay,
And Jesus in beauty
Accepted their duty;
Contented in manger he lay.

Refrain:
Then haste we to show him
The praises we owe him;
Our service he ne’er can despise;
Whose love still is able
To show us that stable,
Where softly in manger he lies.

2. The Christ Child will lead us;
The Good Shepherd feed us
And with us abide till his day.
Then hatred he’ll banish;
Then sorrow will vanish,
And death and despair flee away.
And he shall reign ever,
And nothing shall sever
From us the great love of our King;
His peace and his pity
Shall bless his fair city;
His praises we ever shall sing.

Refrain

All Poor Ones and Humble, Katharine Emily Roberts/William Thomas Pennar Davies/Erik Routley
© 1928, 1951, Oxford University Press, W. T. Pennar Davies, Hope Publishing Company, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Tell Me the Stories of Jesus
1. Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear,
Things I would ask him to tell me if he were here:
Scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea,
Stories of Jesus, tell them to me.

2. First let me hear how the children stood round his knee,
And I shall fancy his blessing resting on me;
Words full of kindness, deeds full of grace,
All in the love-light of Jesus’ face.

3. Tell me, in accents of wonder, how rolled the sea
Tossing the boat in a tempest on Galilee!
And how the Master, ready and kind,
Chided the billows and hushed the wind.

4. Into the city I’d follow the children’s band,
Waving a branch of the palm tree high in my hand;
One of his heralds, yes, I would sing
Loudest hosannas! Jesus is king!

5. Show me that scene in the garden of bitter pain;
And of the cross where my Saviour for me was slain.
Sad ones or bright ones, so that they be
Stories of Jesus, tell them to me.

This Path We Walk
1. This path we walk, through joy and tears,
a living Way of faith and fears,
through each step’s risk, each sorrow’s pain,
when walked in love, we’ll rise again.

2. When life is shared, together, free
we’ll grow to be all we can be:
a circle wide will call us home,
when wrapped in love, we’re not alone.

3. These gifts we bring, this light we hold,
our songs of grace, our stories told,
remain un-done, told just in part,
till shared in love, and known by heart.

4. When life is shared, together bound,
God’s richest gifts, together found;
together walk the Spirit’s Way
when love’s the guide, we shall not stray.

5. This life we share, a blessing deep;
a promised gift, now ours to keep.
God grant our words were spoken true,
now clothed in life, each day anew.

Words © S. Curtis Tufts, April 2016
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