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7th Sunday after Pentecost       	 	       July 12, 2026

♫ Prelude

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 
 
*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also, with you.
God’s Word is a lamp to our feet;
and a light to our path.
God’s Word is made visible in Christ;
in him we are rooted in truth.
God’s Word is revealed through the Holy Spirit;
and lived out in faithful service.
Come and listen for God’s Word in this time of worship.
We wait to receive the Word of Life.

♫ *Hymn of Praise 	“O Worship the King”		       VU235

Prayer of Approach 
God of wisdom,
You are the light of the minds that know you, 
the strength of those who serve you, 
and rest for those who seek you. 
God of growth,
you sow and you gather, 
you tend and you prune,
you judge and you save.
God who gives us life,  
we come to you in worship,
to rest from our responsibilities, 
to turn from our distractions,  
and worship you as Creator, Christ and Spirit, 
this day and always.

Gracious God, 
you have planted the seeds of faith in us,
but we confess we have too often not trusted you.
We fail to keep studying the wisdom of your word,
satisfied instead with what we think is true.
We consider that we already know enough,
rather than pursuing deeper encounters with you.
Forgive us, God, when we think you have nothing more to offer us. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour we pray, amen!

Assurance of Grace 
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance:  The Apostle Paul reminds us that there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. God’s Spirit sets us free from the powers of sin and death. Know that you are forgiven and forgive one another in Jesus’ name—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer		     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]Guide us, O God, by your Word and Spirit, so that we may see clearly the way to follow you and have the courage to live by your truth revealed in Jesus Christ, your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Genesis 25:19-34
Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Sermon 				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ *Hymn of Reflection 	“Soil of God, You and I”      MV174

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]Loving God, 
you formed the earth to be a place of joy and abundance 
for all your creatures. 
For food in all its variety 
and the people who grow it, transport it and prepare it, 
we give you thanks.
We pray for those who cannot afford enough food,
and for those whose agricultural supply is at risk 
through extreme weather, uncertain prices and social upheaval.
Help us care for the earth and its fruitfulness
and for each other in our common need of its fruits.
God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

God of all the nations,
you gather people together in communities to care for each other
and enjoy each other’s company and creativity.
Thank you for the support we find in our congregation,
and for the difference volunteers make in our community.
Wherever there is division in the world, bring unity and peace with justice;
where people dispute opinions, give wisdom to see what is important;
where people are tired and anxious, bring strength and courage.
God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

God of compassion,
you call us to be communities held together 
by prayer and love for our neighbours.
Thank you for the ministry that has blessed us
through the concern others have shown us.
Where people mourn loss of any kind, provide comfort;
where there is illness and pain, bring healing;
where there is distress or discouragement, transform fear into hope.
By your Spirit, equip us to serve one another in Christ’s name,
so that your compassion touches lives with love and mercy.
God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer. We pray through Jesus Christ, our Lord, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”							       VU541
	Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God, all creatures high and low;
	Give thanks to God in love made known:
	Creator, Word and Spirit, one.

*Dedication of Our Offering

Pastoral Prayer			  	    

[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ *Closing Hymn 	“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”	       VU481

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    

♫ Postlude 

Welcome to Mark Matterson, today’s organist!
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Scripture
Old Testament: Genesis 25:19–34 (NIV)
19 This is the account of the family line of Abraham’s son Isaac.
Abraham became the father of Isaac, 20 and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah daughter of Bethuel the Aramean from Paddan Aram and sister of Laban the Aramean.
21 Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife, because she was childless. The Lord answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant. 22 The babies jostled each other within her, and she said, “Why is this happening to me?” So she went to inquire of the Lord.
23 The Lord said to her,
“Two nations are in your womb,
    and two peoples from within you will be separated;
one people will be stronger than the other,
    and the older will serve the younger.”
24 When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her womb. 25 The first to come out was red, and his whole body was like a hairy garment; so they named him Esau. 26 After this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when Rebekah gave birth to them.
27 The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the open country, while Jacob was content to stay at home among the tents. 28 Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob.
29 Once when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau came in from the open country, famished. 30 He said to Jacob, “Quick, let me have some of that red stew! I’m famished!” (That is why he was also called Edom.)
31 Jacob replied, “First sell me your birthright.”
32 “Look, I am about to die,” Esau said. “What good is the birthright to me?”
33 But Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore an oath to him, selling his birthright to Jacob.
34 Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew. He ate and drank, and then got up and left.
So Esau despised his birthright.

Gospel: Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 (NIV)
40 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.” 18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”

O Worship the King
1. O worship the King, all glorious above,
O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love;
Our Shield and Defender, the ancient of Days,
Pavilioned in splendour, and girded with praise.

2. O tell of God’s might, O sing of God’s grace,
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space,
Whose chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
And broad is God’s path on the wings of the storm.

3. The earth with its store of wonders untold,
Almighty, your power has founded of old;
Has stablished it fast by a changeless decree,
And round it has cast, like a mantle, the sea.

4. Your bountiful care, what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;
It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.

5. Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,
In you do we trust, nor find you to fail;
Your mercies how tender, how firm to the end,
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend.

Soil of God, You and I
1. Soil of God, you and I, stand ready to bear
Seeds of faith nourished by God’s tender care.
Growing in everyone for here God is found.
All stand together, we are … Holy ground.

2. Soil of God, you and I, now ready to be
Part of God’s promise, for others to see.
Open to everyone for here God is found.
All stand together, we are … Holy ground.

3. Soil of God, you and I, now called to rebirth,
Joining as partners with all of the earth.
Living in harmony for here God is found.
All stand together, this is … Holy ground.

Soil of God, You and I, Jim Hannah
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Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
1. Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing,
The people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended, O now be extended
The fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of Christ’s teaching, receptive souls reaching,
Shall blossom in action for God and for all.
God’s grace did invite us, God’s love shall unite us
To work for the kingdom and answer its call.

2. With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living,
The tasks of our everyday life we will face.
Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring,
Embracing God’s children of each tribe and race.
With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us;
Unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving
Give honour to Christ and the name that we bear.
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