

                       Erindale United Church
   embracing, proclaiming and practicing the Gospel

                                               *Please stand if you are able.
                Please join in the responses printed in bold type                   

3rd Sunday after Epiphany         	           	January 25, 2026

♫ Prelude 	“Intermezzo”			             P. Mascagni

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 
 
♫ Introit 	“Hope Shines as the Solitary Star”

*Call to Worship 
One: Can you see the light?
Many: Amidst so many clouds and shadows, how can anyone see the light?
One: The True Light is Jesus Christ!
Many: Then surely the light is already among us!
One: Let’s listen for Jesus’ voice and follow the light of Christ!
Many: We set aside all that burdens us and worship the Lord Jesus.

[bookmark: _Hlk219187371]♫ *Hymn   “Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light”	       VU83

Prayer of Approach
Lord Jesus Christ, all of the cosmos came into being through You, and You have existed for all eternity in heaven with the Creator and the Holy Spirit. How is it that You chose to live as a human like us? We praise You for Your limitless love! Yet we also confess that we live in worlds of hurt and brokenness and sin–that we contribute to the hurt and brokenness and sin of the world. Break through the world as it is. Call to us again with Your good news. Lead us back to Your way of justice, grace, and love. We pray in Your holy name, Lord Jesus.

Assurance of Grace 
One: People of God, hear the good news of Jesus! While we were still stuck in sin, God sent God’s Son Jesus to live as we live, die as we all will some day die, and then rise again that we may all rise again in resurrection life. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are free and forgiven!
Many: Alleluia! Amen.

♫ *Hymn 	“I Can Feel You Near Me God”	        	         MV48

Message for All Ages	“Follow the Light”

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]
Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Matthew 4:12-22

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk219187541]♫ *Hymn 	“Jesus, You Have Come to the Lakeshore”    VU563

Message 	“Following the Way of Jesus”        Rev. Joe Hopkins

♫ Anthem 	“I Was Glad When They Said Unto Me”    K. Bissell
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]
Offering Invitation
♫ *Offertory Hymn “In the Bleak Midwinter”                 VU55, v. 4
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a Wise One, I would do my part; 
yet what I can, I give him – give my heart.

* Dedication of Our Offering

Prayers of the People
Each prayerful phrase will end with the words, “Lord Jesus Christ, Companion and Guide,” and worshipers should respond, “Hear our prayer.”

The Lord’s Prayer			     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ *Closing Hymn 	“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”  VU651

*Blessing and Sending Forth 
One: We are part of God’s unfolding story of hope, life, and love.
Many: We go out to live out our part of God’s story!
One: May God the Creator sustain you, Christ the Redeemer encourage you, and Holy Spirit the Helper guide you.
Many: Glory to God! Amen.

♫ *Sung Response 	“Arise, Your Light Is Come”

♫ Postlude 	

Scripture
Matthew 4:12-22
12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
    on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles—
16 the people who sat in darkness
    have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death
    light has dawned.”
17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21 As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light
1. Break forth, O beauteous heavenly light,
And usher in the morning;
Ye shepherds, shrink not with affright,
But hear the angel’s warning.
This child, now born in infancy,
Our confidence and joy shall be,
The power of Satan breaking,
Our peace eternal making.

2. All blessing, thanks and praise to thee,
Lord Jesus Christ, be given:
Thou hast our brother deigned to be,
Our foes in sunder riven. 
O grant us now through our day of grace
With constant praise to seek thy face;
Grant us ere long in glory
With praises to adore thee.

I Can Feel You Near Me God
1. I can feel you near me God
I can feel you near
Yes I know you’re with me God
I feel you here
I can feel you near me God
I can feel you near
Yes I know you’re with me God
Heaven is here.

Refrain:
And I’ll jump for joy
I’m singing Alleluia
Jump for joy for you
I will jump for joy
I’m singing Alleluia
Jump for joy for you.

2. I can feel you loving me 
Yes I know you care
God I know you’re loving me
Always everywhere
I can feel you loving me 
Yes I know you care
God I know you’re loving me
I know you’re there.

I Can Feel You Near Me God, Pat Mayberry/arr. Margaret Stubington
© 2000, Pat Mayberry, arr. © 2006, Margaret Stubington, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Jesus, You Have Come to the Lakeshore
1. Jesus, you have come to the lakeshore
Looking neither for wealthy nor wise ones;
You only asked me to follow humbly.

Refrain:
O Jesus, with your eyes you have searched me,
And while smiling, have spoken my name;
Now my boat’s left on the shoreline behind me;
By your side I will seek other seas.

2. You know so well my possessions;
My boat carries no gold and no weapons;
You will find there my nets and labour.

Refrain

3. You need my hands, full of caring
Through my labours to give others rest,
And constant love that keeps on loving.

Refrain 

4. You, who have fished other oceans,
Ever longed for by souls who are waiting,
My loving friend, as thus you call me.

Refrain

Jesus, You Have Come to the Lakeshore, Cesáreo Gabaráin, trans. Gertrude C. Suppe, George Lockwood, Raquel Gutiérrez-Achón 
© 1979, Cesáreo Gabaráin, Translation © 1989, The United Methodist Publishing House, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
1. Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but thou art mighty, hold me with thy powerful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more,
Feed me till I want no more.

2. Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, be thou still my strength and shield,
Be thou still my strength and shield.

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, land me safe on Canaan’s side:
Songs of praises, songs of praises I will ever give to thee,
I will ever give to thee.
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