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                                               *Please stand if you are able.
                Please join in the responses printed in bold type                   

1st Sunday after Epiphany         	           	January 11, 2026
Baptism of our Lord

♫ Prelude

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 
 
♫ Introit 	“Behold, Behold, I Make All Things New”

*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also, with you.
We are called to serve in the name of Jesus, God’s beloved Son,
God calls us by name because we are beloved.
God calls us to be a light to the nations.
We wait for God’s teaching and to learn justice. 
We are witnesses to God’s goodness and grace. 
God’s name be praised!

♫ Hymn of Praise      “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”     VU101
			
*Prayer of Approach 
Creator God, 
you formed the heavens and stretched them over us;
you spread out the earth and made it fruitful. 
From your glory, you came to us in Jesus, your Son, 
to touch the earth with healing and hope. 
We praise you for all the gifts you have given us 
in Christ and in creation. 
In the strength of the Spirit, we come to renew our commitment to you,
to serve in the name of Christ Jesus,  
who is one with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and always.

Merciful God, 
in baptism you promise us forgiveness and new life. 
We confess that we often prefer our old ways. 
We resist the new opportunities you set before us. 
We cling to harmful habits and nurse grudges, 
failing to forgive one another. 
Have mercy upon us, O God, 
and guide us to live with more grace and generosity through Christ our Lord.
We ask of you these things through Christ, our Lord, amen!

Assurance of Grace 
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance:  You were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God (1 Corinthians 6:11b)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer		     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

[bookmark: _Hlk217892181]♫ Hymn 	“Water Flowing from the Mountains”	         MV87

Message for All Ages

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]Your Word, O God, comes to us in the translation of ancient scripture. Send your Holy Spirit to open our minds with understanding and our hearts with wisdom in the name of Jesus Christ, your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture	
Isaiah 42:1‒9
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Matthew 3:13‒17

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Message 				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ Hymn of Reflection 	“O Love, How Deep”	   VU348, vv. 1-3, 7

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]Loving God, 
you invite us to bring to God our doubts and fears,
our joys and concerns, our petitions and our praise. 

We thank you that you are with us in every circumstance,
and that you walk with us through times of celebration and sorrow.
This day, we open our hearts to you, 
knowing your Spirit prays in us with sighs too deep for words.  

Where people are tired from work or weary with responsibility; 
where time and resources feel inadequate and costs overwhelming, 
send your Spirit with strength and renewal…
God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Where people are facing danger or living under duress; 
where people are persecuted for who they are or what they believe, 
send your Spirit with courage and comfort…
God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Where people have suffered the loss of love or purpose;  
and where love seems complicated and challenging,
send your Spirit to bind up the brokenhearted…
God, in your mercy,	
Hear our prayer.

Where people are ill and worry for their future; 
where people suffer pain or disability and long for healing; 
and where people face the limits to life and options have run out,
send your Spirit with healing and hope…
God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Where people seek a reliable friend, a true comforter or wise adviser; 
where the lonely long for company to cheer them, 
and where isolation makes people doubt their value to others,
send your Spirit of wisdom and companionship…
God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Where new life is beginning and hope dawns; 
where there is laughter and joy, healing and positive change, 
where there is good news to celebrate
and opportunities open up for the year ahead, 
send your Spirit with rejoicing and gratitude…
God, in your mercy,	
Hear our prayer, through Christ, our Lord, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ Offertory Hymn 	“In the Bleak Midwinter”             VU55, v. 4
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a Wise One, I would do my part; 
yet what I can, I give him – give my heart.

* Dedication of Our Offering

Pastoral Prayer			       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ Closing Hymn  “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”  VU442

*Blessing and Sending Forth 

♫ *Sung Response 	“Arise, Your Light Is Come”

♫ Postlude 	
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Scripture
OT: Isaiah 42:1‒9 (NIV)
1“Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
    my chosen one in whom I delight;
I will put my Spirit on him,
    and he will bring justice to the nations.
2 He will not shout or cry out,
    or raise his voice in the streets.
3 A bruised reed he will not break,
    and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;
4     he will not falter or be discouraged
till he establishes justice on earth.
    In his teaching the islands will put their hope.”
5 This is what God the Lord says—
the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out,
    who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it,
    who gives breath to its people,
    and life to those who walk on it:
6 “I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness;
    I will take hold of your hand.
I will keep you and will make you
    to be a covenant for the people
    and a light for the Gentiles,
7 to open eyes that are blind,
    to free captives from prison
    and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.
8 “I am the Lord; that is my name!
    I will not yield my glory to another
    or my praise to idols.
9 See, the former things have taken place,
    and new things I declare;
before they spring into being
    I announce them to you.”

Gospel: Matthew 3:13‒17 (NIV)
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented. 16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
1. Songs of thankfulness and praise,
Jesus Christ, to you we raise,
Manifested by the star
 To the sages from afar;
Branch of royal David’s stem
In your birth at Bethlehem,
Anthems be to you addressed,
God in flesh made manifest.

2. Manifest at Jordan’s stream,
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;
And at Cana wedding guest,
In your Godhead manifest;
Manifest in power divine,
Changing water into wine;
Anthems be to you addressed,
God in flesh made manifest.

3. Manifest in making whole
Palsied limbs and fainting soul,
Manifest in valiant fight,
Quelling all the devil’s might;
Manifest in gracious will,
Ever bringing good from ill;
Anthems be to you addressed,
God in flesh made manifest.

4. Grant us grace to see you, Lord,
Mirrored in your holy Word;
With your grace our lives endow,
Grace to imitate you now,
That we like to you may be
At your great epiphany,
Anthems be to you addressed,
God in flesh made manifest.

Water Flowing from the Mountains
1. Water flowing from the mountains.
Water flowing o’er the earth.
Water comes to us, so precious.
Living water gives us birth.

Refrain:
Drink deep this source of life.
Drink deep and know.
For living water sings, 
And living water brings the love
That makes our spirit grow.

2. Water rushing down the rivers.
Water rushing to the sea.
Water comes to us, so precious.
Living water makes us free.

Refrain

Water springing from the dry place.
Water springing in the sun.
Water comes to us, so precious.
Living water for each one.

Refrain

Water Flowing from the Mountains, jim hannah 
© 2003, jim hannah, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

O Love, How Deep
1. O love, how deep, how broad, how high!
It fills the heart with ecstasy,
That God, in Jesus Christ, should take
Our mortal form for mortals’ sake.

2. God sent no angel to our race
Of higher or of lower place,
But wore the robe of human frame,
And freely to this lost world came.

3. For us he was baptized, and bore
A holy fast, and hungered sore;
For us temptations sharply knew;
For us the tempter overthrew.

7. To God whose boundless love has won
Salvation for us through the Son,
To God all praise and glory be
Both now and through eternity.

Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters
1. Wash, O God, our sons and daughters,
Where your cleansing waters flow.
Number them among your people;
Bless as Christ blessed long ago.
Weave them garments bright and sparkling;
Compass them with love and light.
Fill, anoint them; send your Spirit,
Holy dove and heart’s delight.

2. We who bring them long for nurture;
By your milk may we be fed.
Let us join your feast, partaking
Cup of blessing, living bread.
God, renew us, guide our footsteps;
Free from sin and all its snares,
One with Christ in living, dying,
By your Spirit, children, heirs.

3. O how deep your holy wisdom!
Unimagined, all your ways!
To your name be glory, honour!
With our lives we worship, praise!
We your people stand before you,
Water-washed and Spirit-born. 
By your grace, our lives we offer.
Recreate us, God, transform!

Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters, Ruth Duck/harm. Ronald A. Nelson 
Words © 1989, The United Methodist Publishing House, Harmony © 1978, Lutheran Book of worship, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.
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