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                                               *Please stand if you are able.
                Please join in the responses printed in bold type                   

1st Sunday in Lent         	           	          February 22, 2026

♫ Prelude

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 
 
♫ Introit 	“Jesu Tawa Pano”

*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.
To God, you are a hiding place for us; 
you preserve us from trouble.
Let the faithful offer prayer and praise to God, 
for in times of distress, God is with us.
The Lord will teach us the way we should go; 
God’s steadfast love always surrounds us.
So let us be glad in the Lord and rejoice in worship! 
We will sing for joy with psalms of praise.

♫ *Hymn of Praise 	“In the Garden”	          	          	       AA494

Prayer of Approach 
Holy God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
You became one of us in Jesus Christ,
sharing our joy and sorrow,
manifesting your greatness in the child of the manger,
revealing your power in the service of 
washing the disciples' feet,
showing your glory in the shame of the cross.  
And so, we praise you for your love
which is great enough to embrace the universe,
yet close enough to enter our hearts.
During this time of worship,
surprise us with your grace that we, 
with the rest of the church and the whole creation, 
may praise and adore you, as Creator, Christ and Spirit.

Merciful God,
we confess our sin
and the sin of this world.
We have found peace in Christ,
but we are a people divided against ourselves.
We confess that we cling to the values of a broken world 
rather than the principles of your Kingdom.
In your mercy, heal us, forgive us, and set us free
to serve you in the world 
as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ,
in whose name we pray, amen.

Assurance of Grace 
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance:  And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.  I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 1 John 5:11-13—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer		     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

Extinguishing the Lenten Candles
♫ *Hymn 	“His Eye Is on the Sparrow”   	                     AA143

Message for All Ages				    

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]
Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Genesis 2:15‒17; 3:1‒7
Matthew 4:1-11

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

♫ Anthem 	“I Was Glad When They Said Unto Me”    K. Bissell

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Sermon 				       	    

♫ *Hymn of Reflection        “To the Desert Jesus Came”       VU113

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]God of all life and each life, 
we offer you thanks for all the ways we meet you in our daily lives:  
in a word of encouragement, 
in an insight into truth, 
in an answer to prayer. 

Thank you for a breath of calm in the midst of stress, 
and an offer of support when we need it. 
Thank you for a sense of accomplishment that our work matters
and for moments of rest and relaxation to renew us.  
Thank you for all these signs that you love us,  
understand us and walk with us, Loving God.  

Our gratitude for your love reminds us of the need for your mercy in the world. 
And so, in times of silence, we pray for:

The world, the people, and the places in the news this week 
(silence for a count of 10)

Leaders facing difficult decisions and balancing different needs in complex situations
(silence for a count of 10)

Your Church and congregations, facing new challenges and opportunities for mission 
(silence for a count of 10)

Our workplaces and our community facing many needs and pressures 
(silence for a count of 10)

Our family, friends, and neighbours, especially those facing hard choices these days 
(silence for a count of 10)

And for ourselves, we offer to you our own concerns
(silence for a count of 10)

Thank you for your grace 
that embraces all for whom we pray, O God. 
In the week ahead, help us notice your hand at work in our lives and in this troubled world.
We ask of you these things, through Christ, our Lord, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn 	“Bring a Gift of Love”	                     AA669
	Bring a gift of love, bring a gift of love,
	Bring a gift of love today.
Bring an offering to our Lord and King,
Tell the world He is “the Way!”
Bring a gift of love, bring a gift of love,
Bring a gift of love today.
In this quiet hour of worship bring a gift of love.

*Dedication of Our Offering

Pastoral Prayer			  	    

[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ *Closing Hymn 	“Amazing Grace”          	                     VU266

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    

♫ *Sung Response 	“Be Still”		

♫ Postlude 	
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Scripture
OT: Genesis 2:15‒17; 3:1‒7 (NIV)
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”
4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.

Gospel: Matthew 4:1‒11 (NIV)
1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:
“‘He will command his angels concerning you,
    and they will lift you up in their hands,
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”
7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”
10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’”
11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.

In the Garden
1. I come to the garden alone, 
While the dew is still on the roses;
And the voice I hear, falling on my ear,
The Son of God discloses.

Refrain:
And He walks with me,
And He talks with me,
And He tells me I am His own,
And the joy we share
As we tarry there,
None other has ever known.

2. He speaks, and the sound of his voice
Is so sweet the birds hush their singing;
And the melody that He gave to me
Within my heart is ringing.

Refrain

3. I’d stay in the garden with Him
Though the night around me be falling;
But He bids me go—through the voice of woe,
His voice to me is calling.

Refrain

His Eye Is on the Sparrow
1. Why should I feel discouraged,
Why should the shadows come,
Why should my heart be lonely,
And long for heav’n and home;
When Jesus is my portion?
My constant Friend is He:

Refrain:
His eye is on the sparrow,
And I know He watches me;
His eye is on the sparrow,
And I know He watches me.
I sing because I’m happy,
I sing because I’m free;
For His eye is on the sparrow,
And I know he watches me.

2. “Let not your heart be troubled,”
His tender word I hear,
And resting on His goodness,
I lose my doubts and fears;
Though by the path He leadeth,
But one step I may see;

Refrain

3. When ever I am tempted,
When ever clouds arise,
When songs give place to sighing
When hope within me dies,
I draw the closer to Him,
From care He sets me free;

Refrain

His Eye Is on the Sparrow, arr. Horace Clarence Boyer
Arrangement © 1992, Church Publishing, Inc., All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

To the Desert Jesus Came
1. To the desert Jesus came,
To wrestle and to seek God’s way.
Sun and moon rose high above
To watch him as he’d fast and pray.
Together through the valley,
The tempter led him around.
Together through the valley,
So Jesus answers found.

2. Like the Hebrews long ago
Who ventured through the desert sand,
Did he find a rock of faith,
Where streams of living waters ran?
Together through the valley,
So shall we make our way.
Together through the valley,
We’ll walk for forty days.

3. In the desert we may find
The mystery of who we are,
Following a faithful God,
So very close and yet so far.
Together through the valley,
We’ll gather our dreams in prayer,
Together through the valley,
And find God’s presence there.

4. From the ashes to the hill,
We’ll travel on our Lenten road.
Hand in hand we’ll cross this sand,
And share each other’s heavy load.
Together through the valley,
We’ll watch the changing sky.
Together through the valley,
As Easter’s dawn draws nigh.

To the Desert Jesus Came, Linnea Good 
© 1992, Borealis Music, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Amazing Grace
1. Amazing grace, how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

2. ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed.

3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come;
‘Tis grace that brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

4. The Lord has promised good to me,
This word my hope secures;
God will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.

5. When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’d first begun.
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