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                                               *Please stand if you are able.
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Second Sunday of Advent 		         December 7, 2025
P-E-A-C-E

♫ Gathering Song	“Do You Hear What I Hear?”	

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church
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Lighting the Advent Candle of PEACE 
The Candle of HOPE is lit.
Reader 1: The second candle of Advent is the Candle of peace. It is sometimes called the Bethlehem Candle.

Reader 2: On this Second Sunday of Advent, we celebrate peace. Peace is our quiet assurance that God is in control of all the universe. Peace is the absence of anxiety and inner conflict brought about by the knowledge of God’s unconditional and extravagant love, and vested interest in the welfare of all humanity. God gives us the gift of peace when we turn to him in faith.

Reader 1: He is our peace today and forever! (Eph. 2:14) Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. (John 14:27)

 
[bookmark: _Hlk183110615]Reader 2: The prophet Isaiah calls Christ "the Prince of Peace." Through John the Baptist and all the other prophets, God asks us to prepare our hearts so that he may come into them.
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Description automatically generated]Reader 1: Our hope is in God, and in his Son, Jesus Christ. Our peace is found in him. We light this second candle today to remind us that Jesus is the ‘Prince of Peace’ who brings peace to all who trust in him. His life shows us how to share God’s peace with others. O God, as we ponder past battles, let your peace grow within us! 
(The Candle of PEACE is lit.)

♫ Candle Lighting Hymn:     “A Candle Is Burning”	   VU6, v. 2
A candle is burning, a candle of peace,
A candle to signal that conflict must cease:
For Jesus is coming to show us the way;
A message of peace humbly laid in the hay.

♫ Introit 	“Prepare the Way of the Lord”

*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Long ago, God promised that he would save us from our enemies,
That he would deliver us from everyone who hates us.
God said that he would be kind to his people,
And that he would keep his sacred promise.
God told Abraham that he would bless his descendants
And that we would be able to serve him without fear,
in righteousness and holiness, all the days of our lives.
God's love and kindness will shine upon us.
His light will guide us to everlasting peace.

♫ *Opening Hymn: 	“There’s a Voice in the Wilderness”    VU18
Prayer of Approach
Jehovah Shalom, 
[bookmark: _Hlk25576772]our Peace who has come in Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace.
You lead us into peace. 
You are the God of wisdom and understanding, 
of power and might, of insight and knowledge, of joy and of delight; you are the Giver of life, and you live in us, 
you are the living water that purifies us, 
you are the voice that calls us from our wanderings and isolation
and the One who sets us on a new path. 
You baptise us for service and… life in community, 
and you refresh each soul. 
Glory and honour and praise be to you, 
Creator, Christ and Spirit. 
Meet us here and fill our minds with your wisdom 
and our hearts with your peace, 
that our worship together may give you glory. 

God of peace, 
we confess that we have taken your commitment to us for granted. 
We assume what we do is acceptable to you,
yet we tend to judge others without compassion.
We have been slow to welcome others,
especially if their cultures or convictions differ from ours.  
Forgive our self-satisfied attitudes,
and challenge us with your vision of a peaceable kingdom
where all can be made new. 
We ask you these mercies in Christ’s name, amen! 

Assurance of Grace 
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance:  Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ… (Rom. 5:1)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

♫ The Lord’s Prayer
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, singing, “Our Father…” 

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379]Prayer for Illumination 
God of peace and possibility, we turn to your Word to hear your will and your wisdom for our times.  Open our hearts and minds by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit so that we might hear what you are saying to the church through Christ, our Prince of Peace, your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture
Isaiah 11:1-10
Matthew 3:1-12

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.  

Message				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ *Hymn: 	“Isaiah the Prophet Has Written of Old”	       VU680

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
God of peace:
we give you thanks for every step taken 
towards reconciliation among rivals
and every program provided to give children a reliable future.
Thank you for policies implemented on behalf of the vulnerable,
to give us all hope for an enduring future in the world you love.

God of peace,
make us better stewards of the gifts you give us.

God who calls us:
you raised up John in the wilderness as a voice calling us to conversion.
We thank you for the signs of renewal and change in the church,
and in communities grappling with historic injustice and current outcry.
Guide advocates who work for change with both courage and compassion.  
As we await the coming of Christ, 
awaken the church to your ways to undertake ministry and mission,
and give us the energy and resources to reach out 
in ways we have yet to imagine. 

God of peace,
Make us better stewards of the gifts you give us.

God who encourages us:
the Apostle Paul called the followers of Christ to live in harmony,
and welcome those perceived as strangers to them.
Thank you for welcoming us when we were strangers
to a new community, a new church, 
and a life changed by unexpected circumstances.  
We pray for people who are apprehensive about this Christmas season 
because life has changed for them,
or circumstances leave them feeling lonely and discouraged. 
Draw close to those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, 
and guide us to reach out to someone who needs comfort or encouragement.

God of peace,
Make us better stewards of the gifts you give us.
God who delivers and provides:
the psalms, the prophets and the gospels proclaim your care for the poor,
and your expectation that your people 
will look to the needs of the vulnerable.
We pray for places torn apart by war, 
and for communities devastated by storm, flood, fire or drought.  
Challenge us to share our resources and reach out with compassion. 
Open our hearts to share what we can, even in these difficult times.

God of peace,
Make us better stewards of the gifts you give us.

We lift our prayers to you through Jesus Christ, 
Our Lord, Saviour, and Friend, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn:  “On Jordan’s Bank” 		 VU20, v. 5
All praise to you, eternal Son,
Whose advent has our freedom won;
And praise to God whom we adore,
With Holy Spirit evermore.

*Dedication of Our Offering
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CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
At the last supper, Jesus served his disciples,
and they ate and drank first. This was to fill them spiritually so
that they could then go out and serve others.
That is what we do now.
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♫ *Communion Hymn:   “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”     
       VU473

Invitation

Holy Greeting	
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Prayer
It is right that we should praise you, gracious God, for you created all things. You formed us in your own image: male and female, you created us. When we turned away from you in sin, you did not cease to care for us but opened a path of salvation for all people. You made a covenant with Israel and, through your servants, Abraham and Sarah, gave the promise of a blessing to all nations. Through Moses, you led your people from bondage into freedom; through the prophets, you renewed your promise of salvation. Therefore, with them and with all your saints who have served you in every age, we give you thanks and raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your Holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen!

Narrative of the Institution of the Lord’s Supper 

The Mystery of Our Faith
Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again!

Thanksgiving and Consecration 

The Re-Enactment

[bookmark: _Hlk479090700]Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Grant us your peace.
(Let us be silent as we contemplate this holy and solemn act of worship)

The Sharing of the Bread and the Wine

[bookmark: _Hlk214619528]♫ Hymn:    “Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face”	       VU459

Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you. 

Post Communion Prayer
Gracious and loving God, we give you thanks for the invitation to your table. For there we have tasted your death and seen your resurrection; we have feasted at your table and have been filled with unending life. May we now return to the duties that await us in the world, ever more resolved to be faithful to you and loving to one another. Through Jesus Christ, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God – world without end. Amen!

Pastoral Prayer

♫ *Hymn:	 “See amid the Winter’s Snow”       VU76, vv, 1, 3, 5

*Blessing and Sending Forth
Finally, brothers (and sisters), rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you (2 Cor. 13:11). As you go, may God go with you, my friends. Amen!

♫ *Sung Response	“Advent Amen”		                 L. Waites

♫ Postlude 	



Acknowledgements: Respectfully adapted from the following resources: 
The United Church of Canada @ https://www.united-church.ca/worship; The Presbyterian Church in Canada @ https://presbyterian.ca/worship/; United Church of Christ Worship Ways @ https://www.ucc.org/worship_worship-ways; Spirit Networks @ http://www.spirit-net.ca/sermons/year-a-sermons.php; and The United Methodist Church Ministry Matters @ https://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/.

Scripture
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 11:1‒10 (NIV)
1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a ranch will bear fruit. 2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— 3 and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; 4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 5 Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 6 The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. 7 The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 9 They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:1‒12 (NIV)
1 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” 4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts 
and wild honey. 5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptised by him in the Jordan River. 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptising, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10 The axe is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 “I baptise you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

There’s a Voice in the Wilderness 
1. There’s a voice in the wilderness crying,
A call from the ways untrod:
Prepare in the desert a highway,
A highway for our God!
The valleys shall be exalted,
The lofty hills brought low;
Make straight all the crooked places
Where God, our God, may go!

2. O Zion, that bringest good tidings,
Get thee up to the heights and sing!
Proclaim to a desolate people
The coming of their King.
Like the flowers of the field they perish,
Like grass our works decay;
The power and pomp of nations
Shall pass, like a dream, away.

3. But the word of our God endureth,
Whose arm is ever strong;
God stands in the midst of nations,
And soon will right the wrong.
God shall feed the flock like a shepherd,
The lambs so gently hold;
To pastures of peace will lead them,
And bring them safe to fold.

4. There’s a voice in the wilderness crying,
A call from the ways untrod:
Prepare in the desert a highway,
A highway for our God!
The valleys shall be exalted,
The lofty hills brought low;
Make straight all the crooked places
Where God, our God, may go!

There’s a Voice in the Wilderness, Henry Hugh Bancroft 
Music © 1938, Henry Hugh Bancroft, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Isaiah the Prophet Has Written of Old 
1. Isaiah the prophet has written of old
How God’s new creation shall come,
Instead of the thorn tree, the fir tree shall grow;
The wolf shall lie down with the lamb.
The mountains and hills shall break forth into song,
The peoples be led forth in peace,
For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of God
As the waters cover the seas.

2. Yet nations still prey on the meek of the world,
And conflict turns parent from child.
Your people despoil all the sweetness of earth;
The brier and the thorn tree grow wild.
God, bring to fruition your will for the earth,
That no one shall hurt or destroy,
That wisdom and justice shall reign in the land
And your people shall go forth in joy.

Isaiah the Prophet Has Written of Old, Joy F. Patterson/harm. Austin C. Lovelace 
Words © 1982, The Hymn Society, harmony © 1986, G.I.A. Publications, Inc, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
1. Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
And with awe and reverence stand;
Ponder nothing earthly-minded,
For with blessing in his hand,
Christ our God to us approacheth
Our full homage to demand.

2. King of kings, yet born of Mary,
As of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords, in human vesture,
In the body and the blood,
He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heavenly food.
3. Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way,
As the Light of light descendeth
From the realms of endless day,
That the powers of hell may vanish
As the darkness clears away.

4. At his feet the six-winged seraph;
Cherubim with sleepless eye
Veil their faces to the presence,
As with ceaseless voice they cry,
Hallelujah, hallelujah,
Hallelujah, Lord most high!

Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face
1. Here, O my Lord, I see you face to face;
Here would I touch and handle things unseen,
Here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace,
And all my weariness upon you lean.

2. Here would I feed upon the bread of God,
Here drink with you the royal wine of heaven;
Here would I lay aside each earthly load,
Here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiven.

3. This is the hour of banquet and of song;
This is the heavenly table for me spread;
Here let me feast, and feasting, still prolong
The fellowship of living wine and bread.

4. Too soon we rise; the symbols disappear.
The feast, though not the love, is past and gone;
The bread and wine remove, but you are here,
Nearer than ever, still my shield and sun.

5. Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,
Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above,
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,
The Lamb’s great bridal feast of bliss and love.

See amid the Winter’s Snow
1. See amid the winter’s snow,
Born for us on earth below,
See, the tender Lamb appears,
Promised from eternal years.

Refrain:
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn;
Hail, redemption’s happy dawn;
Sing through all Jerusalem,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.

3. Say, ye holy shepherds, say
What your joyful news today;
Wherefore have ye left your sheep
On the lonely mountain steep?

Refrain

5. Sacred infant, all divine,
What a mighty love was thine,
Thus to come from highest bliss
Down to such a world as this!

Refrain
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