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Third Sunday of Advent 		         December 14, 2025
J-O-Y

♫ Prelude	

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church
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Lighting the Advent Candle of JOY 
The candles of HOPE and PEACE are lit.
Reader 1: On this Third Sunday of Advent, we celebrate joy. Joy is the human state of being of great delight and elation, which is the result of a sense of contentment and satisfaction. Joy is the absence of sadness and sorrow. 

Reader 2: The third candle of Advent is the Candle of joy. When the angel Gabriel told Mary that a special child would be born to her, she was filled with joy. She immediately exclaimed in song: "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour.

Reader 1: When Jesus was born, the angels declared that His coming was good news of great joy for all people (Luke 2:10). Therefore, when Christ comes into our hearts, He brings the fullness of joy, and He anoints us with the oil of gladness (Isaiah 61:3). 


 
Reader 2: Like the birth of Jesus gave great joy to his mother, so his presence in the world gives joy to any who believes in him as the Lord and Saviour of the world, who comes to give hope to the despairing, peace to the troubled heart, and to make our joy complete.
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Description automatically generated]Reader 1: Joy is like a light shining in a dark place. As we light the Candle of joy, we celebrate the joy we find in Jesus Christ, and remind ourselves that when Jesus is born in our hearts, we have joy and that through him there is and is to come, everlasting joy on earth.
(The Candle of JOY is lit.) 

♫ Candle Lighting Hymn:     “A Candle Is Burning”	   VU6, v. 3
A candle is burning, a candle of joy,
A candle to welcome brave Mary’s new boy.
Our hearts fill with wonder, and eyes light and glow
As joy brightens winter like sunshine on snow.

*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Come once more, with eager longing, to receive the promises of God.
Out of the desert places of our lives, we gather with joy and gladness.
Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in the Lord their God.
Our God has promised that lonely places and deserts will be glad and blossom as the rose. 
Come! Let us worship our God—the One who brings all things to fulfilment.

♫ *Opening Hymn: 	“There Was a Child in Galilee”         MV134

Prayer of Approach
[bookmark: _Hlk25576745]Almighty God, 
you have arranged and ordered all things in creation: 
you make the deserts bloom with springs of water that give life. 
You set the captive free and bring healing to all who seek Christ. 
You lift up those who are bowed down, 
execute justice for the oppressed, and give food to the hungry. 
Happy are those whose hope is in you, the Lord their God. 
Come into our parched world 
and shower us with your gushing, abundant water of life. 
Enter into our brokenness, 
and renew us with the strength of your joy. 
Be born anew in our hearts and in our world. 

Gracious God,
we look around us and we are not proud of what we see.  
People criticise each other and listen only to those who agree with them.
We grumble and think the past holds the solutions,
forgetting its inequities and iniquities. 
We are impatient for things to improve 
but we do not want to change our ways.
Forgive us for sharing in the ungrateful mood of our times,
and renew in us the joy and gratitude we once knew
for your gifts to us in Christ Jesus. 
We ask you these mercies in Christ’s name, amen! 

Assurance of Grace 
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance:  We write this to make our joy complete. This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him, there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin (1 John 1:4-7)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

♫ The Lord’s Prayer
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, singing, “Our Father…” 

♫ Cantata 	“By Heaven’s Light”		T. Long and A. Pote

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn:  “On Jordan’s Bank” 		 VU20, v. 5
All praise to you, eternal Son,
Whose advent has our freedom won;
And praise to God whom we adore,
With Holy Spirit evermore.

*Dedication of Our Offering

Pastoral Prayer

♫ *Hymn:	 “O, How Joyfully”			         VU57

*Blessing and Sending Forth
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope (Rom. 15:13). As you go, may God go with you, my friends. Amen!

♫ *Sung Response	“Advent Amen”		                 L. Waites

♫ Postlude 	

Thanks to all the participants in the cantata for their hard work preparing this piece.

Acknowledgements: Respectfully adapted from the following resources: 
The United Church of Canada @ https://www.united-church.ca/worship; The Presbyterian Church in Canada @ https://presbyterian.ca/worship/; United Church of Christ Worship Ways @ https://www.ucc.org/worship_worship-ways; Spirit Networks @ http://www.spirit-net.ca/sermons/year-a-sermons.php; and The United Methodist Church Ministry Matters @ https://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/.

There Was a Child in Galilee 
1. There was a child in Galilee
Who wandered wild along the sea.
A holy child, alone was she,
And they called her Dreaming Mary.
And she dreamed, rejoicing in her saviour;
She dreamed of justice for the poor.
She dreamed that kings oppressed no more
When she dreamed, that Dreaming Mary.

2. One holy day an angel came
With voice of wind and eyes of flame.
He promised blessed would be her name
When he spoke to Dreaming Mary.
Then she spoke, rejoicing in her saviour;
She spoke of justice for the poor.
She spoke that kings oppressed no more
When she spoke, that Dreaming Mary.

3. And did she dream about a son?
And did he speak, the angel one?
We only know God’s will was done
In the son of Dreaming Mary.
Then she prayed, rejoicing in her saviour;
She taught him justice for the poor.
She taught that kings oppressed no more
When she taught, that Dreaming Mary.

4. Then Jesus grew in Galilee,
They wandered wild along the sea.
Now he calls to you and me
To dream with dreaming Mary.
And we dream, rejoicing in our saviour;
We dream of justice for the poor.
We dream that kings oppress no more
As we dream with Dreaming Mary.

Oh, How Joyfully
1. Oh, how joyfully, oh, how hopefully,
Waits the world on Christmas Eve!
Love comes healing, God revealing.
Friends, be joyful and believe!

2. Oh, how joyfully, oh, how peacefully,
Sleeps the world on Christmas Night!
Sins are covered, grace discovered.
In our darkness shines the light.

3. Oh, how joyfully, oh, how thankfully,
Wakes the world on Christmas Morn!
God has spoken, death is broken.
Hallelujah! Christ is born!

Oh, How Joyfully, Brian Wren
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