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   embracing, proclaiming and practising the Gospel

                                               *Please stand if you are able.
                Please join in the responses printed in bold type                   

14th Sunday after Pentecost       	 	  August 30, 2026

♫ Prelude 

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 

Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 
 
*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also, with you.
Give thanks to God and tell of God’s gifts.
We will sing praises for all that God has done.
Let your hearts be joyful!
We will seek God’s presence continually.
Call to mind God’s wonderful works.
We will always remember the blessings of God 
and glorify God forever!

♫ *Hymn of Praise 	“I, the Lord of Sea and Sky”	       VU509

Prayer of Approach 
Holy and Eternal God,
in you we live and move and have our being.
You are the beginning and end of all things.
In your depth, we find mystery.
In your breadth, we know your tender embrace.
We can only wonder at your love for us,
so small a part of your whole creation are we.
Yet in Jesus Christ we meet your generous grace.
In the Holy Spirit, you move with us to inspire our action
and fill us with hope.  
Our thoughts cannot exhaust your wisdom,
nor can our hearts fathom your mercy. 
And so, we worship you in humble praise,
Holy God, ever Three and ever One, now and always.

Forgiving God,
we confess we do not live out your love and mercy.
We cling to old hurts and familiar habits.
We nurse anger and envy.
We are often so self-absorbed 
that we turn our backs on those in need.
Forgive what we have been, amend who we are,
and guide us toward who we may become 
according to your generous grace. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour we pray, amen!

Assurance of Grace 
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance. The Apostle Paul wrote in the book of Romans:  You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-8)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!


The Lord’s Prayer			     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]God of wisdom, you teach us with love, you touch us with mercy, and you challenge us with truth. Send your Holy Spirit to help us grasp your love, mercy and truth in the Scriptures as we encounter your living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Exodus 3:1-15
Matthew 16:21-28

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Sermon 				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ *Hymn of Reflection      “Take My Life and Let It Be”      VU506

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]O God in whom we live and move and have our being,
we come to you in prayer as the summer season draws nearer to its close.
We give you thanks for the occasions we have enjoyed this summer.
savouring the beauty of your creation right outside our doors,
catching up with family and friends, 
and enjoying times for recreation & restoration. 

We recognize how blessed we are 
with many opportunities to find rest and relaxation in the summer.
Thank you for every good thing that has refreshed us.

Yet we remember those for whom this summer has been difficult:
those whose homes and communities have been ravaged by fire, storm or flood;
those who go hungry or face violence in forgotten corners of our own community 
and around the world;
Those who face economic struggles at home or at work;
those whose crops have withered in heat or drought;
May each one find courage to face tomorrow in your company.

O God, Jesus walked with so many people in their pain and grief.
We remember those who have faced crises this summer -
through tragic death or unexpected loss,
through critical illness or injury,
through pain or problems that seem to have no end….
Surround them with your comfort and compassion.

O God, Jesus often faced many demands and pressure from his critics. 
We pray for all those who have not found rest this summer:
for leaders trying to figure out ways forward for their communities when resources are tight;
for those whose jobs and responsibilities present new challenges;
and for all who seek secure and affordable housing when supply is low;
May they know your strength and assurance day by day.

O God, we need the embrace of your presence, each in our own way.
Bring healing and peace to our lives and to this world you love.
Open our eyes and our hearts so that we may offer healing and peace to those we encounter.
Hear our prayer. We pray through Jesus Christ, our Lord, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn  “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”							       VU541
	Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God, all creatures high and low;
	Give thanks to God in love made known:
	Creator, Word and Spirit, one.

* Dedication of Our Offering

Pastoral Prayer			  	    

[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ *Closing Hymn 	“Will You Come and Follow Me”     VU567

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    

♫ Postlude
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Scripture
Old Testament: Exodus 3:1–15 (NIV)
1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.”
4 When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!”
And Moses said, “Here I am.”
5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.
7 The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”
12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”
13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”
14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”
15 God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’
“This is my name forever,
    the name you shall call me
    from generation to generation.

Gospel: Matthew 16:21–28 (NIV)
21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.
22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!”
23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they have done.
28 “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”
l
I, the Lord of Sea and Sky
1. I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save.
I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?

Refrain:
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.

2. I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain,
I have wept for love of them; they turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send?

Refrain

3. I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame,
I will set a feast for them; my hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?

Refrain

Here I Am, Lord, Daniel L. Schutte
© 1981, Daniel L. Schutte and New Dawn Music, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Take My Life and Let it Be
1. Take my life, and let it be
Consecrated, all for thee;
Take my moments and my days;
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2. Take my hands, and let them move
At the impulse of thy love;
Take my feet, and let them be
Swift and purposeful for thee.

3. Take my lips, and let them be
Filled with messages from thee;
Take my intellect, and use
Every power as thou shalt choose.

4. Take my will, and make it thine;
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is thine own;
It shall be thy royal throne.

5. Take my love: and I will pour
At thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for thee.

Will You Come and Follow Me
1. Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known,
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?

2. Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?

3. Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen,
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me?

4. Will you love the “you” you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around,
Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?

5. Christ, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me.

Will You Come and Follow Me, The Iona Community 
© 1987, WGRG, The Iona Community, G.I.A. Publications, Inc., All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.
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