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                                               *Please stand if you are able.
                Please join in the responses printed in bold type                   

13th Sunday after Pentecost       	           	  August 23, 2026

♫ Prelude 

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 
 
*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also, with you.
We give thanks to God with all our hearts,
for God’s faithful love endures forever. 
We sing praises to the Lord, with all our strength,
for God’s promises declare God’s goodness to all the earth.
We place our trust in in God with full confidence,
and we come to worship with hearts full of praise.

♫ *Hymn of Praise 	“Rejoice, the Lord is King”	       VU213

Prayer of Approach 
Eternal God,
you are the same yesterday, today and tomorrow,
and yet you come to us afresh each new day.
You breathe new life into what has grown tired and discouraged.  
You offer healing for what is worn or broken. 
You restore hope when things seem impossible. 
You are the source of life and love for all your creatures,
and you renew us to put our love for you
into action for the wellbeing of your creation.
And so, we worship you, Creator, Christ and Comforter,
and offer our prayers and praise to you, 
eternal and ever-present God, now and always. 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have strayed from your purposes.  
You set a path for us to follow, but we conform to the ways of this world. 
You give each of us gifts to use for the work of your kingdom, 
but we wait for others to do what needs doing.  
Forgive us for taking the easy way out,
and renew in us the eagerness and energy to serve. 
In Jesus’ name we pray, amen!

Assurance of Grace 
[bookmark: _Hlk214532743]Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance. Jesus said in the Gospel of John: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned... (John 3:16-18)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer			     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]Source of all wisdom and understanding, amid so many competing voices, let us hear your word for our times. Send your Holy Spirit to help us discern your will and follow the path Jesus sets for us as your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Exodus 1:8-2:10
Matthew 16:13-20

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Sermon 				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ Hymn of Reflection 	    “How Firm a Foundation” 	       VU660

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]Life-giving God, 
you equip your people with gifts to work for your kingdom, 
bringing justice and peace to every land and community. 
We thank you that you will work through us, 
even when we don’t feel equal to the task. 
Help us recognize your Spirit at work among us.

Through your Spirit, O God, 
you give the gift of prophecy. 
With this gift, empower the church 
to speak words of justice and truth 
into situations where people are exploited or treated unfairly. 
Guide us to bring change for good in the world 
and bring hope to the hopeless.

In the example of your Son Jesus, O God, 
you give the gift of serving. 
With this gift, encourage your servant Church 
to work with those made vulnerable
by structures of power and privilege. 
Show us how to share the abundance in our country with lives 
and communities that often lack even basic resources.

With the inspiration of your Spirit, O God, 
you give the gift of teaching. 
As a church that values teaching, 
engage us to support access to education for every child. 
We pray for teachers and students 
as they prepare for another year of working together.
Help us encourage each person 
who shares in a learning community this year.
 
Through the love and compassion of Christ, O God, 
you give the gift of encouragement. 
As a congregation, show us where and how 
to reach out to hearten any who are struggling. 
Give us the words and actions to comfort those who mourn, 
to be companions to those coping with mental or physical illness, 
and support any who feel isolated or left behind.

Through the examples of prophets and apostles, O God, 
you give the gift of leadership. 
Call up leaders within the Church to build up our ministries
and model respectful ways of living and loving together. 
Call up leaders in our nation 
and neighbourhood who model respect
and attend to the common good and the needs of the earth itself. 

God, who blesses us with gifts, 
we are grateful for all the people 
in whom we meet your gifts at work.
Inspire us to add our energy 
and experience to the care of creation 
as the loyal followers of Jesus who embodied all your gifts.
We ask these things through Christ, our Lord, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn  “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”							       VU541
	Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God, all creatures high and low;
	Give thanks to God in love made known:
	Creator, Word and Spirit, one.

* Dedication of Our Offering

Pastoral Prayer			  	    

[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ *Closing Hymn      “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”     VU651

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    

♫ Postlude	
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Scripture
Old Testament: Exodus 1:8–2:10 (NIV)
8 Then a new king, to whom Joseph meant nothing, came to power in Egypt. 9 “Look,” he said to his people, “the Israelites have become far too numerous for us. 10 Come, we must deal shrewdly with them or they will become even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us and leave the country.”
11 So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor, and they built Pithom and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh. 12 But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites 13 and worked them ruthlessly. 14 They made their lives bitter with harsh labor in brick and mortar and with all kinds of work in the fields; in all their harsh labor the Egyptians worked them ruthlessly.
15 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, whose names were Shiphrah and Puah, 16 “When you are helping the Hebrew women during childbirth on the delivery stool, if you see that the baby is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let her live.” 17 The midwives, however, feared God and did not do what the king of Egypt had told them to do; they let the boys live. 18 Then the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and asked them, “Why have you done this? Why have you let the boys live?”
19 The midwives answered Pharaoh, “Hebrew women are not like Egyptian women; they are vigorous and give birth before the midwives arrive.”
20 So God was kind to the midwives and the people increased and became even more numerous. 21 And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families of their own.
22 Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: “Every Hebrew boy that is born you must throw into the Nile, but let every girl live.”
2 1Now a man of the tribe of Levi married a Levite woman, 2 and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months. 3 But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in it and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile. 4 His sister stood at a distance to see what would happen to him.
5 Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants were walking along the riverbank. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her female slave to get it. 6 She opened it and saw the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry for him. “This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she said.
7 Then his sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?”
8 “Yes, go,” she answered. So the girl went and got the baby’s mother. 9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay you.” So the woman took the baby and nursed him. 10 When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses, saying, “I drew him out of the water.”

Gospel: Matthew 16:13–20 (NIV)
13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”
14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.


Rejoice, the Lord Is King
1. Rejoice, the Lord is King! Your risen Lord adore!
Rejoice, give thanks and sing and triumph evermore.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice:
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

2. Jesus the Saviour reigns, the God of truth and love;
When he had purged our sins, he took his seat above.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice:
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

3. God’s kingdom cannot fail; Christ rules o’er earth and heaven;
The keys of death and hell are to our Jesus given.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice:
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

4. Rejoice in glorious hope, for Christ, the judge, shall come
To glorify the saints for their eternal home.
We soon shall hear the archangel’s voice;
The trump of God shall sound, rejoice!

How Firm a Foundation
1. How firm a foundation, you servants of God,
Is laid for your faith in God’s excellent word!
What more can be said than to you has been said,
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

2. “Fear not, I am with you; O be not dismayed!
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen and help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by my righteous omnipotent hand.

3. “When through the deep waters I call you to go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
For I will be with you, your troubles to bless,
And sanctify to you your deepest distress.

4. “When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply:
The flame shall not hurt you; I only design
Your dross to consume, and your gold to refine.

5. “The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose
I will not—I will not desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
I’ll never—no, never—no, never forsake!”

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
1. Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but thou art mighty, hold me with thy powerful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more,
Feed me till I want no more.

2. Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, be thou still my strength and shield,
Be thou still my strength and shield.

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, land me safe on Canaan’s side:
Songs of praises, songs of praises I will ever give to thee,
I will ever give to thee.
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