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                                               *Please stand if you are able.
                Please join in the responses printed in bold type                   

Fifth Sunday of Lent                    	                   April 6, 2025

♫ Gathering Song	“A Place at the Table”

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church

♫ Introit             “Open Our Eyes, Lord”

*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.
God says to us: I will make a way in the wilderness, 
and rivers flow in the desert.
The LORD does great things.
God says to us: Do not remember the former things 
or consider the things of old.
The LORD does great things.
God says to us: I am about to do a new thing.
The LORD does great things.
So we worship God with songs of joy and prayers of thanksgiving.

♫ *Hymn:    “Come, Let Us Sing of a Wonderful Love”	       VU574

*Opening Prayer of Praise and Confession
Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer of all life,
we come with grateful hearts, 
we praise you for your creation and its reliable rhythms.
We praise you for Christ and his ministry, which we seek to continue.
By the power of your Spirit, lighten our hearts in this time of worship
and help us brighten the lives we touch this week in Jesus’ name.
And so we praise you, O God, 
Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer of all life,
and offer you all glory and honour, 
this day and every day, now and evermore.

Lord Jesus Christ, we gather in your name today, 
aware that you keep moving closer and closer to the cross. 
We confess it is not easy to follow your story. 
We confess we often struggle to decide what to give and whom to help.
We can be critical of those in need and those who help them. 
Forgive us when we look for reasons not to share 
and excuse ourselves from acting generously, as you did.
Lead us to learn from and follow the pattern of Jesus Christ the Lord. Through Christ, our Lord, we pray, amen.

Assurance of Pardon
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance. Therefore, be comforted by the words of Isaiah, who said:“Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation”. (Isa. 25:9). To all who turn to the Lord then, he says, ‘your sins are forgiven.’ He also says, ‘Follow me.’ 
Thanks be to God!

 The Lord’s Prayer
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…” 

♫ *Hymn:     “God Weeps”				       MV78

Message for All Ages

Prayer for Illumination
Creator God, you spoke, and light appeared in chaotic nothingness. Your Word became flesh in Jesus Christ and lived among us. Speak again with the power of the Holy Spirit through the Scriptures, read and interpreted, and transform our understanding so that our lives may more fully conform to your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture
Isaiah 43:16-21
John 12:1-8

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.  

Message   				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ *Hymn: 	“Jesus Calls Us”			       VU562

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
O God in whom we live and move and have our being,
we come to you in prayer,
trusting that you are with us in the ups and downs,
and the joys and sorrows of these challenging days.
We give you thanks for every sign of your presence with us,
every unexpected kindness,
every word of comfort or encouragement,
every sign of courage in the face of danger,
every hopeful step towards reconciliation amid conflict,
and healing in the face of disease or pain.
Thank you for your presence with us in all things.

In this unpredictable world, we pray for those 
whose lives are caught up in reckless terror or planned oppression, 
and for those living in places where they are afraid to walk freely.
We remember all who find the uncertainty of our times 
overwhelming and discouraging.
May those living in fear find the courage to go on.

As the stories of Jesus turn us toward the cross, O God, 
we pray for those who also walk the road of suffering.
We remember before you those whose lives 
have been plunged into sorrow or despair
through tragic death, critical illness or chronic pain,
and through complicated problems that seem to have no end.
May all these know your comfort and compassion.

O God, the stories of Jesus show us 
that he faced the clamour of many demands
and the pressure of many critics.
We pray for all those who are exhausted these days,
juggling more demands and fewer resources in their work or at home,
for those who cannot seem to get it right, whatever they do,
and for all those facing unfair criticism and expectations
in the responsibilities they bear on behalf of others.
May your Holy Spirit strengthen them all.

O God, we need the embrace of your presence, each in our own way.
Anoint us with your Holy Spirit,
and bring peace to our lives and this world.  
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, we pray, amen!
Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn:  “We Give Thee But Thine Own”         VU543
We give thee but thine own,
What e’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone,
A trust, O God, from thee.

*Dedication of Our Offering
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CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
At the last supper, Jesus served his disciples,
and they ate and drank first. This was to fill them spiritually so
that they could then go out and serve others.
That is what we do now.
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♫ *Communion Hymn:   “All Who Hunger” 		       VU460

Invitation

Holy Greeting	
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Prayer
It is right that we should praise you, gracious God, for you created all things. You formed us in your own image: male and female, you created us. When we turned away from you in sin, you did not cease to care for us but opened a path of salvation for all people. You made a covenant with Israel and, through your servants, Abraham and Sarah, gave the promise of a blessing to all nations. Through Moses, you led your people from bondage into freedom; through the prophets, you renewed your promise of salvation. Therefore, with them and with all your saints who have served you in every age, we give you thanks and raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your Holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen!

Narrative of the Institution of the Lord’s Supper 

The Mystery of Our Faith
Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again!

Thanksgiving and Consecration 

The Re-Enactment
[bookmark: _Hlk479090700]Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Grant us your peace.
(Let us be silent as we contemplate this holy and solemn act of worship)

The Sharing of the Bread and the Wine

♫ Hymn for Distribution: “Spirit, Open My Heart”	         MV79

Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you. 

Post Communion Prayer
Gracious and loving God, we give you thanks for the invitation to your table. For there we have tasted your death and seen your resurrection; we have feasted at your table and have been filled with unending life. May we now return to the duties that await us in the world, ever more resolved to be faithful to you and loving to one another. Through Jesus Christ, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God – world without end. Amen!

♫ *Hymn:   	“May the God of Hope Go with Us” 	       VU424

*Blessing and Sending Forth
[bookmark: _Hlk45890645]“For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38-39). As you go, may God go with you, my friends. Amen!
♫ *Sung Response	 “Go Now in Peace”		     D. Besig
	
♫ Postlude 	“Everything’s Alright”		    A. Lloyd Webber

Acknowledgements: Respectfully adapted from the following resources: 
The United Church of Canada @ https://www.united-church.ca/worship; The Presbyterian Church in Canada @ https://presbyterian.ca/worship/; United Church of Christ Worship Ways @ https://www.ucc.org/worship_worship-ways; Spirit Networks @ http://www.spirit-net.ca/sermons/year-a-sermons.php; and The United Methodist Church Ministry Matters @ https://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/.

Scripture
1st Reading: Isaiah 43:16‒21 (NIV)
16 This is what the Lord says—he who made a way through the sea, a path through the mighty waters, 17 who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together, and they lay there, never to rise again, extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: 18 “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 19 See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. 20 The wild animals 
honour me, the jackals and the owls, because I provide water in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen, 21 the people I formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise. 

2nd Reading: John 12:1‒8 (NIV)
1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 Here, a dinner was given in Jesus’ honour. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. 3 Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5 “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” 6 He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it. 7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8 You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.”

Come, Let Us Sing of a Wonderful Love 
1. Come, let us sing of a wonderful love,
Tender and true, tender and true,
Out of the heart of the Father above,
Streaming to me and to you:
Wonderful love, wonderful love
Dwells in the heart of the Father above.

2. Jesus the Saviour this gospel to tell
Joyfully came, joyfully came,
Came with the helpless and hopeless to dwell,
Sharing their sorrow and shame,
Seeking the lost, seeking the lost,
Saving, redeeming at measureless cost.

3. Jesus is seeking the wanderers yet;
Why do they roam? Why do they roam?
Love only waits to forgive and forget;
Home, weary wanderers, home!
Wonderful love, wonderful love
Dwells in the heart of the Father above.

4. Come to my heart, O thou wonderful love!
Come and abide, come and abide,
Lifting my life till it rises above
Envy and falsehood and pride:
Seeking to be, seeking to be
Lowly and humble, a learner of thee.

God Weeps
1. God weeps at love withheld,
At strength misused,
At children’s innocence abused,
And till we change the way we love, God weeps.

2. God bleeds at anger’s fist,
At trust betrayed,
At women battered and afraid,
And till we change the way we win, God bleeds.

3. God cries at hungry mouths,
At running sores,
At creatures dying without cause,
And till we change the way we care, God cries.

4. God waits for stones to melt,
For peace to seed,
For hearts to hold each other’s need,
And till we understand the Christ, God waits.

God Weeps, Jim Strathdee/Shirley Erena Murray 
Words © 1996, Hope Publishing Company, Music © 198, Desert Flower Music, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Jesus Calls Us
1. Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult 
Of our life’s wild restless sea,
Day by day his clear voice sounding, 
Saying, “Christian, follow me.”

2. Long ago apostles heard it
By the Galilean lake,
Turned from home and toil and kindred,
Leaving all for Jesus’ sake.

3. Jesus calls us from the worship
Of the vain world’s golden store,
From each idol that would keep us,
Saying, “Christian, love me more.”

4. In our joys and in our sorrows, 
Days of toil and hours of ease,
Still he calls, in cares and pleasures,
“Christian, love me more than these.”

5. Jesus calls us: by your mercies,
Saviour, may we hear your call,
Give our hearts to your obedience,
Serve and love you best of all.

All Who Hunger
1. All who hunger, gather gladly; holy manna is our bread.
Come from wilderness and wandering. Here, in truth, we will be fed.
You that yearn for days of fullness, all around us is our food.
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.

2. All who hunger, never strangers; seeker, be a welcome guest.
Come from restlessness and roaming. Here, in joy, we keep the feast.
We that once were lost and scattered in communion’s love have stood.
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.

3. All who hunger, sing together; Jesus Christ is living bread.
Come from loneliness and longing. Here, in peace, we have been led.
Blest are those who from this table live their lives in gratitude.
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.

All Who Hunger, Sylvia G. Dunstan/arr. David Kai
© 1991, G.I.A. Publications, Inc., arr. © 1994, David Kai, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Spirit, Open My Heart
Refrain:
Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living.
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving,
Spirit, open my heart.

1. God, replace my stony heart with a heart that’s kind and tender.
All my coldness and fear to your grace I now surrender.

Refrain

2. Write your love upon my heart as my law, my goal, my story.
In each thought, word, and deed, may my living bring you glory.

Refrain

3. May I weep with those who weep, share the joy of sister, brother.
In the welcome of Christ, may we welcome one another.

Refrain

Spirit, Open My Heart, Ruth Duck/arr. Arthur G. Clyde
Words © 1996, arrangement © 1997, The Pilgrim Press, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

May the God of Hope Go with Us
1. May the God of hope go with us every day,
Filling all our lives with love and joy and peace.
May the God of justice speed us on our way,
Bringing light and hope to every land and race.

Refrain:
Praying, let us work for peace, 
Singing, share our joy with all,
Working for a world that’s new,
Faithful when we hear Christ’s call.

2. May the God of healing free the earth from fear,
Freeing us for peace, both treasured and pursued.
May the God of love keep our commitment clear
To a world restored, to human life renewed.

Refrain

May the God of Hope Go with Us, Fred Kaan
© 1993, Hope Publishing Company, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.
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