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   embracing, proclaiming and practising the Gospel

                                               *Please stand if you are able.
                Please join in the responses printed in bold type                   

Easter/Resurrection Sunday         	           	       April 5, 2026

♫ Gathering Song 	“Joy Comes with the Dawn” 	

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 
 
♫ Introit 	“Rejoice and Sing”   	  	     Children’s Choir

*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also, with you.
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death.
Hallelujah! 
This is the Good News – the grave is empty & Christ is risen.
Hallelujah!
Let us worship God with Easter joy!

♫ *Hymn of Praise 	“I Danced in the Morning”                 VU352

Prayer of Approach 
Holy and Eternal God, 
creator of all things visible and invisible,
filled with glory, majesty and honour, 
perfect in love and endless in grace,
on the first day, you began creation, 
bringing order and life out of chaos.
On this first day, you began your new creation, 
raising Jesus Christ from the dead. 
On this first day, we gather to join with all creation 
to worship and honour you as the Creator, Christ, 
and Holy Spirit, now and always.

Gracious God, 
our sins are too heavy to carry, 
too real to hide and too deep to undo.  
Forgive what our lips are afraid to name 
and what our hearts can no longer bear.  
Set us free from a past we cannot change, 
open us to a future in which we can be changed 
and give us the grace to grow more 
and more in your likeness and image. 
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Saviour, amen.

Assurance of Grace 
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance:  If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.” for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Romans 10:9-11, 13)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer			     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]Spirit of power and new possibility, open our minds to understanding, our hearts to loving, and our wills to carrying out the mission of the Risen Christ, your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.
Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 28:1-10

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Sermon 				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ Anthem 	“Hallelujah Chorus”           	            G. F. Handel

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]God of power and possibility, 
you broke open the tomb that held our Lord.
Now break into your church where your people are distracted 
by old quarrels, discouraging results, or unhelpful divisions about mission and service. 
Resurrect, renew and revive your church!
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of resurrection and new life, 
you broke into the hearts of Jesus’ fearful friends. 
Now break into our relationships with one another. 
Where they are vibrant and life-giving, nurture them. 
Where they are strained by old hurts and misunderstandings, 
or carelessly taken for granted, mend them.
Resurrect, renew and revive our life together!
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of might and mercy, 
you broke the schemes of those who stood in the way of your love. 
Now break into the governing systems of your world. 
Stir the minds and hearts of leaders to work for justice and equitable sharing. 
Where laws are corrupt, or people suffer under harsh rule, 
call them to account.
Resurrect, renew and revive the leaders of the world!
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of healing and hope, 
you broke the bonds of death that tried to shackle new life. 
Now break into situations of illness, pain, grief, and loss. 
Wherever people are sick in body, mind, or spirit, 
wherever someone mourns the loss of any relationship or dream, 
bring your healing grace.
Resurrect, renew and revive our lives!
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of Easter Renewal and Resurrection, 
you have broken into our lives again this day. 
We give you thanks for the power of your love to remake every situation
that brings us challenge or choice.
Break into all our moments of celebration and joy, too. 
Give us gratitude, the impulse to share, and a spirit of grace and understanding. 
Resurrect, renew and revive your people!
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray through Christ, our Lord, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”	Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures high and low;
Hallelujah, hallelujah!
Give thanks to God in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.
Sing praises, sing praises,
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah!

*Dedication of Our Offering

Communion

♫ *Communion Hymn       “Now the Green Blade Rises”     VU186

Invitation

Holy Greeting	
The Lord be with you.
And also, with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Prayer
It is right that we should praise you, gracious God, for you created all things. You formed us in your own image: male and female, you created us. When we turned away from you in sin, you did not cease to care for us but opened a path of salvation for all people. You made a covenant with Israel and, through your servants, Abraham and Sarah, gave the promise of a blessing to all nations. Through Moses, you led your people from bondage into freedom; through the prophets, you renewed your promise of salvation. Therefore, with them and with all your saints who have served you in every age, we give you thanks and raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your Holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen!

Narrative of the Institution of the Lord’s Supper 

The Mystery of Our Faith
Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again!

Thanksgiving and Consecration 

The Re-Enactment

[bookmark: _Hlk479090700]Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;
Grant us your peace.
(Let us be silent as we contemplate this holy and solemn act of worship)

THE SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE WINE

♫ Hymn for Distribution 	“All Who Hunger”	       VU460

Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you. 

Post Communion Prayer
Gracious and loving God, we give you thanks for the invitation to your table. For there, we have tasted your death and seen your resurrection; we have feasted at your table and have been filled with unending life. May we now return to the duties that await us in the world, ever more resolved to be faithful to you and loving to one another. Through Jesus Christ, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God – world without end. Amen!

Pastoral Prayer			  	    

[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ *Closing Hymn 	“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”            VU155

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    

♫ *Sung Response 	“This Is the Day That God Has Made”	 

♫ Postlude
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Scripture
Epistle: Acts 10:34‒43 (NIV)
34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favouritism 35 but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. 36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.
39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Gospel: Matthew 28:1‒10 (NIV)
1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.
2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.
5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”
8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

I Danced in the Morning
1. I danced in the morning when the world was begun,
And I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun,
And I came from heaven and I danced on the earth;
At Bethlehem I had my birth.

Refrain:
Dance, then, wherever you may be;
I am the Lord of the dance, said he,
And I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be,
And I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he.

2. I danced for the scribe and the pharisee,
But they would not dance and they would not follow me;
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John;
They came with me and the dance went on.

Refrain

3. I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame;
The holy people said it was a shame;
They whipped and they stripped and they hung me high,
And left me there on a cross to die.

Refrain

4. I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black;
It’s hard to dance with the devil on your back;
They buried my body and they thought I’d gone,
But I am the dance and I still go on.

Refrain

5. They cut me down and I leap up high;
I am the life that will never, never die;
I’ll live in you if you’ll live in me;
I am the Lord of the dance, said he.

Refrain

I Danced in the Morning, Sydney Carter 
© 1963, Stainer & Bell, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Give Thanks
Refrain:
Hallelujah, hallelujah,
Give thanks to the risen Christ;
Hallelujah, hallelujah!
Give praise to God’s name.

1. Jesus is Lord of all the earth,
Firstborn of all creation.

Refrain

2. Spread the good news o’er all the earth:
Jesus has died and is risen.

Refrain

3. We have been crucified with Christ,
Now we shall live forever.

Refrain

4. Come let us praise the living God,
Joyfully sing to our Saviour.

Refrain

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Give Thanks, Donald Fishel
© 1973, The Word of God Music, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Now the Green Blade Rises
1. Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
Wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:
Love is come again, like wheat arising green.

2. In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain,
Thinking that he would never wake again,
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen;
Love is come again, like wheat arising green.

3. Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
He that for three days in the grave had lain;
Raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;
Love is come again, like wheat arising green.

4. When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Your touch can call us back to life again,
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
Love is come again, like wheat arising green.

Now the Green Blade Rises, John M. C. Crum/harm. Martin Fallas Shaw 
© 1928, Oxford University Press, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

All Who Hunger
1. All who hunger, gather gladly; holy manna is our bread.
Come from wilderness and wandering. Here, in truth, we will be fed.
You that yearn for days of fullness, all around us is our food.
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.

2. All who hunger, never strangers; seeker, be a welcome guest.
Come from restlessness and roaming. Here, in joy, we keep the feast.
We that once were lost and scattered in communion’s love have stood.
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.

3. All who hunger, sing together; Jesus Christ is living bread.
Come from loneliness and longing. Here, in peace, we have been led.
Blest are those who from this table live their lives in gratitude.
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.

All Who Hunger, Sylvia G. Dunstan/arr. David Kai
© 1991, G.I.A. Publications, Inc., arr. © 1994, David Kai, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
1. Jesus Christ is risen today, hallelujah!
Our triumphant holy day, hallelujah!
Who did once, upon the cross, hallelujah!
Suffer to redeem our loss. Hallelujah!

2. Hymns of praise then let us sing, hallelujah!
Unto Christ, our heavenly King, hallelujah!
Who endured the cross and grave, hallelujah!
Sinners to redeem and save. Hallelujah!

3. But the pains which he endured, hallelujah!
Our salvation have procured; hallelujah!
Now above the sky he’s King, hallelujah!
Where the angels ever sing. Hallelujah!

4. Sing we to our God above, hallelujah!
Praise eternal as God’s love; hallelujah!
Praise our God, ye heavenly host, hallelujah!
Praise the Son and Holy Ghost. Hallelujah!
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