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                                               *Please stand if you are able.
                Please join in the responses printed in bold type                   

4th Sunday of Easter  	           	 	     April 26, 2026

♫ Prelude 

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 
 
♫ Introit 	“Alleluia! Hearts and Voices” 	       G. da Palestrina

*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.
Blessed be the Lord, our God, Maker of heaven and earth! All praise and glory and honour belong unto God, for, he is faithful and sure and abounding in steadfast love.
Blessed be Christ Jesus, our Risen Saviour. He is our 	Shepherd, the one who laid down his life for his sheep.
Blessed be the Spirit, who makes us one. By the Spirit of God, we approach our God and enter into the new and abundant life that has been prepared for us.
Let all the people rejoice, for God is good and his steadfast love endures forever.

♫ *Hymn of Praise 	“He Leadeth Me”  		       VU657

Prayer of Approach 
Generous and loving God, 
your steadfast love endures throughout the ages. 
Generation after generation, you offer renewal 
and rest to all who are lost or carry heavy burdens. 
You are our Hope and the Source of our life. 
So, today we worship you for your endless love, 
our Creator, Redeemer, and Guide. 
Lead us beside still waters and restore our souls. 
Help us see the way we should go, the way we should live. Enliven this time of worship, that we may find true life as we join with others: praising your name, celebrating your great goodness, and sharing your love for all people.

Ever-patient God, 
endless in love and abundant in mercy, 
we confess that too often we forget your love and withhold forgiveness, kindness, and friendship from one another. 
You have called us to be compassionate but too often we are cold and full of judgment towards each other.  
You have called us to follow Christ but too often we are distracted by our own desires and plans.
Forgive us for all the ways we fall short of your glory and renew a right spirit within us. In the name of your only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, we pray, amen.

Assurance of Grace 
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance: But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:22-23)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer			     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

♫ *Hymn 	“Deep in our Hearts”               		       MV154

Message for All Ages	
[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]God of rest and renewal, still our hearts and minds with your Spirit. Open us to receive your Word, so that we may come to know you more fully and follow you more faithfully, through Christ, your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Acts 2:42-47
John 10:1-10

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

♫ Anthem 	“The Lord's My Shepherd”  	  	  B. Chilcott

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Sermon 				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester    

♫ *Hymn of Reflection 	“The King of Love”   	       VU273

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]We thank you, O God, that the night is over – that through the resurrection of Jesus a new day has dawned – a day in which your light dispels even the darkness of death. God, we thank you that we are not alone – that you are present and work in us – as you worked in Christ Jesus - to reconcile and make new all who live in your world.
God of power and possibility, you broke open the tomb that held our Lord. We pray that you will break into your Church where your people are distracted by old quarrels, meaningless diversions, or unhelpful divisions about mission and ministry. Resurrect, renew, and revive your church!

God of resurrection and new life, you broke into the hearts of Jesus’ fearful disciples. We pray that you will break into our relationships with one another. Where they are vibrant and life-giving, nurture them. Where they are strained by old hurts and misunderstandings, or carelessly taken for granted, resurrect, renew, and revive our life together!
God of might and mercy, you broke the schemes of those who stood in the way of your love. We pray that you will break into the governance of this world. Stir the minds and hearts of leaders to work for justice and equitable sharing. Where laws are corrupt or people suffer under harsh rule, resurrect, renew, and revive 	the leaders of the world!

God of healing and hope, you broke the bonds of death, which tried to shackle new life. Break into situations of illness, pain, grief, and loss. And so we pray for …
Resurrect, renew, and revive these for whom we pray. 

On this fourth Sunday of Easter when we come to have our hope rekindled by the flame of your Holy Spirit and your resurrection power, we pray for the people of of this world who have been befallen by tragedy as they pick up the pieces of their lives from the devastation left by their circumstances. Comfort and give hope to the despairing, cause the injured to recover well, and give all families and individuals the grace to endure and overcome, and help them all to put their lives back together. 
Resurrect, renew, and revive these for whom we pray. 

We lift up to you the grieving families everywhere and pray that you will comfort them and give them the grace to live through these times. May all the members of the families and communities that grieve find your solace and peace as they try to make sense of the reality that has befallen them. 
Resurrect, renew, and revive our souls, spirits, and life everywhere that there is a need for your help and resurrection intervention! We pray these things through Jesus Christ, our Risen Lord, amen.

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”	Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures high and low;
Hallelujah, hallelujah!
Give thanks to God in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.
Sing praises, sing praises,
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah!

*Dedication of Our Offering

Pastoral Prayer			  	    

[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ *Closing Hymn 	“Draw the Circle Wide”	  	       MV145

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    

♫ *Sung Response 	“Go Now in Peace” 		     D. Besig

♫ Postlude	

Acknowledgements: 
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Scripture
Epistle: Acts 2:42‒47 (NIV)
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

Gospel: John 10:1‒10 (NIV)
1 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them.
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

He Leadeth Me
1. He leadeth me: O blessed thought!
O words with heavenly comfort fraught!
Whate’er I do, where’er I be,
Still ‘tis God’s hand that leadeth me.

Refrain:
He leadeth me! He leadeth me!
By his own hand he leadeth me!
His faithful follower I would be,
For by his hand he leadeth me!

2. Sometimes ‘mid scenes of deepest gloom,
Sometimes where Eden’s bowers bloom,
By waters calm, o’er troubled sea,
Still ‘tis his hand that leadeth me.

Refrain

[bookmark: _Hlk102456503]3. Lord, I would clasp thy hand in mine,
Nor ever murmur nor repine,
Content, whatever lot I see,
Since ‘tis my God that leadeth me.

Refrain

4. And when my task on earth is done,
When by thy grace the victory’s won,
Even death’s cold wave I will not flee,
Since God through Jordan leadeth me.

Refrain

Deep in our Hearts
1. Deep in our hearts there is a common vision;
Deep in our hearts there is a common song;
Deep in our hearts there is a common story,
Telling Creation that we are one.

2. Deep in our hearts there is a common purpose;
Deep in our hearts there is a common goal;
Deep in our hearts there is a sacred message,
Justice and peace in harmony.

3. Deep in our hearts there is a common longing;
Deep in our hearts there is a common theme;
Deep in our hearts there is a common current,
Flowing to freedom like a stream.

4. Deep in our hearts there is a common vision;
Deep in our hearts there is a common song;
Deep in our hearts there is a common story,
Telling Creation that we are one.

Deep in Our Hearts, Ron Klusmeier/John Oldham 
Words © 1995, John Wesley Oldham, Music © 1996, Ron Klusmeier, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

The King of Love
1. The King of love my shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his
And he is mine forever.

2. Where streams of living water flow
My ransomed soul he leadeth,
And where the verdant pastures grow
With food celestial feedeth.

3. Perverse and foolish oft I trayed;
But yet in love he sought me,
And on his shoulder gently laid,
And home rejoicing brought me.

4. In death’s dark vale I fear no ill
With thee, dear Lord, beside me;
Thy rod and staff my comfort still,
Thy cross before to guide me.

5. Thou spread’st a table in my sight;
Thy unction grace bestoweth;
And O what transport of delight
From thy pure chalice floweth!

6. And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never:
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
Within thy house forever.

Draw the Circle Wide
Refrain:
Draw the circle wide. Draw it wider still.
Let this be our song, no one stands alone,
Standing side by side, draw the circle wide.

1. God the stillpoint of the circle,
‘Round whom all creation turns;
Nothing lost, but held forever,
In God’s gracious arms.

Refrain

2. Let our hearts touch far horizons,
So encompass great and small;
Let our loving know no borders,
Faithful to God’s call.

Refrain

3. Let the dreams we dream be larger
Than we’ve ever dreamed before;
Let the dream of Christ be in us,
Open every door.

Refrain

Draw the Circle Wide, Gordon Light
© 1994, Common Cup Company, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.
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