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                                               *Please stand if you are able.
                Please join in the responses printed in bold type                   

3rd Sunday of Easter  	           	 	      	        April 19, 2026

♫ Gathering Song 	“You Are Salt for the Earth”	 M. Haugen

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 
 
♫ Introit 	“Open Our Eyes, Lord”  	 		     

*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also, with you.
We have come from many places, following different roads. 
We come hungering for greater understanding.
We have come to hear the wisdom of Scripture.
We come seeking companions in the faith.
We have come to discover the One revealed in the breaking of the bread.
We come to grow as disciples of Christ.
Come, let us worship God, made known in Christ Jesus.

♫ *Hymn of Praise 	“Called by Earth and Sky”  	       MV135

Prayer of Approach 
Loving God,
you are the light of the hearts that love you
the life of the souls that serve you
the inspiration of those who seek you:
you are infinite, eternal and unchanging,
filled with love and compassion,
abundant in grace and truth.
To turn from you is to fall and 
to turn towards you is to rise up:
Your works everywhere praise you 
and your glory and truth are revealed in Jesus Christ, 
and so we praise you as Creator, Christ, and Spirit, now and forever.

Loving God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word and deed;
by what we have done and left undone.
We have not loved you 
with our whole heart, body, mind and soul
and we have not loved our neighbours as we love ourselves.
In your mercy, forgive what we have been, 
amend what we are and direct who we shall be. 
In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Assurance of Grace 
[bookmark: _Hlk214452162]Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance:  There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. (Romans 8:1-3a)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer		     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

♫ *Hymn 	“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”    	       VU664

Message for All Ages	

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]Living God, you speak to us in sacred story, through friendship and conversation, in bread broken and wine poured out. Send us your Holy Spirit as the Scriptures are read. May our hearts burn within us as we encounter your truth, through Christ, our Risen Lord, your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Acts 2:14a, 36‒41
Luke 24:13-35

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Sermon 				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ *Hymn 	“As We Walked Home at Close of Day”        VU184

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]God our Maker,
you have walked the Emmaus Road with your faithful people in many generations,
people facing challenge and uncertainty,
people seeking your purpose and promise.
Thank you for your faithfulness to us in all situations.
Walk with us and with those for whom we pray this day,
that your grace and mercy may sustain our faith and hope.
God in your mercy, hear our prayers. 

We pray for children and young people
who must think about the future in these uncertain times. 
Give them hope rooted in the knowledge that their lives matter to you. 
Show them how to make a difference in the world, 
whatever threats and challenges they face as they grow.
God in your mercy, hear our prayers.  

We pray for those for whom age or experience, illness or disability 
allow for the creation of barriers to full participation in your world. 
Give each one a sense of dignity and purpose. 
Show them where their gifts are needed and how much they matter to you.
God in your mercy, hear our prayers.  

We pray for communities challenged by forces beyond their control: 
economic uncertainty, environmental stress, natural disaster, political strife. 
Give courage to those facing these crises day by day, 
and wisdom to those who lead others through them,
so that wellbeing may be restored and hope for the future prevail.
God in your mercy, hear our prayers.  

We pray for our congregation, for our life together, and our future in mission.
That future feels so challenging.
It is hard to read the signs of our times and respond wisely.
Sustain our fellowship and give us courage to take new paths, 
so that you will find us faithful on our journey into that future.
We pray for the wellbeing of those lives linked to ours
who bring us both joy and heartache 
because they matter so much to us and to you.
God in your mercy, hear our prayers.  
In Jesus’ name we pray, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”	Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures high and low;
Hallelujah, hallelujah!
Give thanks to God in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.
Sing praises, sing praises,
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah!

* Dedication of Our Offering

Pastoral Prayer			  	    

[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ *Closing Hymn 	“Thine Is the Glory”  	  	       VU173

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    

♫ *Sung Response 	“Go Now in Peace” 	          	     D. Besig

♫ Postlude	
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Scripture
Epistle: Acts 2:14a, 36‒41 (NIV)
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you;
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”
40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.

Gospel: Luke 24:13‒35 (NIV)
13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him.
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”
They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?”
19 “What things?” he asked.
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.”
25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.
28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”
33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.

Called by Earth and Sky
Refrain:
Called by earth and sky,
Promise of hope held high.
This is our sacred living trust,
Treasure of life sanctified,
Called by earth and sky.

1. Precious these waters, endless seas,
Deep ocean’s dream,
Waters of healing, rivers of rain,
The wash of love again.

Refrain

2. Precious this gift, the air we breathe;
Wind born and free.
Breath of the Spirit, blow through this place,
Our gathering and our grace.

Refrain

3. Precious these mountains, ancient sands;
Vast fragile land.
Seeds of our wakening, rooted and strong,
Creation’s faithful song.

Refrain

4. Precious the fire that lights our way,
Bright dawning day.
Fire of passion, sorrows undone,
Our faith and justice one.

Refrain

Called by Earth and Sky, Pat Mayberry 
© 2005, Pat Mayberry, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

What a Friend We Have in Jesus
1. What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer.
O what peace we often forfeit, 
O what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer.

2. Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful, 
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

3. Are we weak and heavy laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care?
Christ the Saviour is our refuge; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do our friends despise, forsake us? 
Are we tempted to despair?
Jesus’ strength will shield our weakness, 
And we’ll find new courage there.

As We Walked Home at Close of Day
1. As we walked home at close of day,
A stranger joined us on our way.
He heard us speak of one who’d gone,
And when we stopped, he carried on.

2. “Why wander further without light?
Please stay with us this troubled night.
We’ve shared the truth of how we feel
And now would like to share a meal.”

3. We sat to eat our simple spread,
Then watched the stranger take the bread;
And, as he said the blessing prayer,
We knew that someone else was there.

4. No stranger he; it was our eyes
Which failed to see, in stranger’s guise,
The Lord who, risen from the dead,
Met us when ready to be fed.

5. Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
As Mary and our sisters said,
The Lord is risen from the dead!

As We Walked Home at Close of Day, The Iona Community 
© 1988, WGRG, The Iona Community, G.I.A. Publications, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

Thine Is the Glory
1. Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son:
Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
Kept the folded graveclothes where the body lay.

Refrain:
Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son:
Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.

2. Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb!
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom.
Let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,
For the Lord now liveth: death hath lost its sting.

Refrain

3. No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life;
Life is nought without thee: aid us in our strife;
Make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love,
Bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.

Refrain
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