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                                               *Please stand if you are able.
                Please join in the responses printed in bold type                   

2nd Sunday of Easter  	           	 	     April 12, 2026

♫ Prelude 

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome and Life of the Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Fellowship Candles 
 
♫ Introit 	“Alleluia! Hearts and Voices”   	       G. da Palestrina

*Call to Worship 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also, with you.
All things of God, all the heavens,
Worship and praise your Maker.
Sun, moon and stars; wind, rain and thunder,
Worship and praise your Maker.
Mountains and forests, streams and waterfalls,
Worship and praise your Maker.
Creatures beneath the seas, birds throughout the skies,
all that leaps or crawls, all who walk or worry or wonder,
Let us worship and praise our Maker together.

♫ *Hymn of Praise 	“Christ Is Alive”  		       VU158

Prayer of Approach 
Glory to you, O God our Maker, 
we come giving thanks for the wonder in your creation, 
the great theatre of your glory.
Glory to you, O Christ
we come praising you, for you overcame death 
and opened the gate of everlasting life to us.
Glory to you, O Holy Spirit,
we come praising you for your guidance, 
wisdom and inspiration.
Glory to you, Holy Trinity, source of all truth, 
love, hope and joy, now and always.

God our Redeemer, 
in raising Christ from the dead, 
you showed us your power
to defeat all that brings fear and sorrow to our lives.
Yet when things go wrong,
we confess we are sometimes uncertain how to find him. 
Like Thomas, we are unsure 
if we can trust the promise of resurrection.
Forgive us when we struggle with doubt 
about your presence with us. 
Breathe your Spirit upon us 
and bring us the peace Christ promised. 
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Saviour, amen.

Assurance of Grace 
Beloved in the Lord, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance: Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? No, in all these things, we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:35, 37-39)—a word of grace for all God’s saints. 
Thanks be to God!

The Lord’s Prayer		     
As followers of Christ, we pray as we’ve been taught, saying, “Our Father…”

♫ *Hymn 	“God, Help Us to Treasure”       		       MV147

Message for All Ages	

[bookmark: _Hlk525651073][bookmark: _Hlk530482379][bookmark: _Hlk7598374][bookmark: _Hlk8034129][bookmark: _Hlk523226526][bookmark: _Hlk110260266][bookmark: _Hlk12966579][bookmark: _Hlk9944761]Prayer for Illumination 
[bookmark: _Hlk256512][bookmark: _Hlk13569434]Gracious God, as we listen to the Scripture, increase our understanding by the power of your Spirit. Shape our lives with your wisdom and inspire our love through Christ, your Living Word, in whose glorious and powerful name we pray, amen.

Scripture	
[bookmark: _Hlk131002203]Acts 2:14a, 22‒32
John 20:19-31

This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk158153042]Sermon 				       Rev. Nicholas Forrester

♫ *Hymn 	“You Tell Me That the Lord Is Risen”            VU185

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication
[bookmark: _Hlk45890395]God of new Life, 
the Risen Christ spoke words of peace to his friends. 
Thank you for strengthening our faith 
and offering us that peace as we live in you day by day. 
We are grateful that you give us courage to face our fears 
and struggles, 
patience to endure moments when the way ahead is not clear, 
and resilience to meet changing realities. 
Make us a source of peace and resilience for Christ’s sake.

Loving God, 
we pray for the many places of brokenness in our world. 
We think especially of those weighed down by economic pressures,
and those who have been trampled in the search for prosperity. 
We pray for people and communities 
at odds over policies and opinions,
and those who feel their concerns are going unheard.
Make us a source of peace and resilience for Christ’s sake.

Faithful God,
we pray for those who struggle with their experience of the church. 
Open them to your love and grace so that any pain the church has caused will be healed. 
Guide us with your Spirit of wisdom to know how to live out our faith 
in ways that create pathways for others to find you, not barriers.
We pray for our congregation, 
for The United Church of Canada, 
and for the Church of Jesus Christ in every country and culture. 
In these days of challenge, 
strengthen our trust in you and our concern for others. 
Give us ears to hear the correction we need,
with hearts opened by the grace of the Risen Christ.

We also pray for ourselves, our family and friends, our community and country. 
We lay before you in silence the people and concerns on our hearts and minds today.  
(Silence for 15 seconds)

We are grateful that we can place all our worries 
and our hopes into your hands, O God, 
knowing that you will hear us and respond.
In Jesus’ name we pray, amen!

Offering Invitation

♫ *Offertory Hymn “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”	Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures high and low;
Hallelujah, hallelujah!
Give thanks to God in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.
Sing praises, sing praises,
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah!

*Dedication of Our Offering

Pastoral Prayer			  	    

[bookmark: _Hlk128430141]♫ *Closing Hymn 	“The Day of Resurrection”  	       VU164

*Blessing and Sending Forth 			    

♫ *Sung Response 	“This Is the Day That God Has Made”

♫ Postlude	
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Scripture
Epistle: Acts 2:14a, 22‒32 (NIV)
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you;
22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25 David said about him:
“‘I saw the Lord always before me.
    Because he is at my right hand,
    I will not be shaken.
26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
    my body also will rest in hope,
27 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead,
    you will not let your holy one see decay.
28 You have made known to me the paths of life;
    you will fill me with joy in your presence.’
29 “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it.

Gospel: John 20:19‒31 (NIV)
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

Christ Is Alive
1. Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
Love, drowned in death, shall never die.

2. Christ is alive! No longer bound
To distant years in Palestine,
But saving, healing, here and now,
And touching every place and time.

3. In every insult, rift, and war, 
Where colour, scorn, or wealth divide,
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more,
And lives, where even hope has died.

4. Women and men, in age and youth,
Can feel the Spirit, hear the call,
And find the way, the life, the truth,
Revealed in Jesus, freed for all.

5. Christ is alive, and comes to bring
Good news to this and every age,
Till earth and sky and ocean ring
With joy, with justice, love and praise.

Christ Is Alive, Brian Wren 
© 1975, Hope Publishing Company, All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

God, Help Us to Treasure
1. God, help us to treasure these moments of myst’ry;
To hallow the Sacred in all that we do.
Throughout ev’ry season may we be your agents
Of love, joy, and blessing as hearts are renewed.

2. God, help us to honour your presence among us
In newborn, in elder, in fam’ly in need.
By sharing with others we soon will discover
Your kindness and loving in generous deeds.

3. God, help us to value each moment of wonder
When peace shall o’ershadow our sorrow and pain.
In times shared at Table with all who are kindred,
May we find the healing to sing Love’s refrain.

God, Help Us to Treasurer, Lori Erhardt/John Oldham/arr. Bruce Harding 
Words © 2002, John Wesley Oldham, music © Lori L. Erhardt, arrangement © 2006, The United Church of Canada , All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716431. All rights reserved.

You Tell Me That the Lord Is Risen
1. You tell me that the Lord is risen,
That you have seen his face.
Then tell me why you crouch in fear
And hide within this place.
You say that he spoke words of peace
And stood just as before.
But ‘til I touch his very flesh
I will not trust your joy.

2. You claim a resurrection here, 
That God has broken death.
No easy words like these will soothe
The pain that tears my breath.
How well do I recall his face, 
Compassion, strength in fear.
How deep my grief that he should die.
Spare me your words of cheer!

3. “Now peace be with you. Come, my friend,
My wounded body see.
Let the rich courage of your doubt
Bring you to fresh belief.
Fear not to wonder at the Word,
To search the depths of grace.
Reach out and touch, here is my hand.
Receive the gift of faith.”

4. “How blest are they, how fortunate
Who know without the sight.
But Thomas, you are favoured too, 
For searching yields its light.”
So may each pilgrim in the Way,
Each road to Christ be blest,
‘Til lips declare, “My Lord and God!”
Christ’s body one at last.

The Day of Resurrection
1. The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad;
The passover of gladness, the passover of God!
From death to life eternal, from earth unto the sky,
Our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory.

2. Our hearts be free of evil, that we may see aright
The Christ in rays eternal of resurrection light,
And, listening to the accents, may hear so calm and plain
Christ’s own “All hail!” and, hearing, may raise the victor strain.

3. Now let the heavens be joyful, let earth its song begin,
The round world keep high triumph, and all that is therein;
Let all things seen and unseen their notes of gladness blend,
For Christ indeed is risen, our Joy that has no end.
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