
 
 

 
FAREWELL TO AN ICON…OUR PAST PRESIDENT 

 

After graduating from T.W. Josey High School in 1969, Willie prepared to enter the family 

business. He earned a degree in Mortuary Science from the Gupton-Jones College of 

Mortuary Science in Atlanta, GA. He also completed advanced studies at Augusta University. 

Willie became a true steward of his profession, serving as the youngest President and 

Chairman of the Georgia Funeral Service Practitioners Association, Inc. and as a board 

member of the National Funeral Directors and Morticians Association. He was also a faithful 

member of Epsilon Nu Delta Mortuary Fraternity. 

Willie was a man of deep faith, as well as a devoted husband, father and grandfather. The 

lifelong member of Trinity Christian Methodist Episcopal Church married his best friend, 

Raye Alissa "Lisa" Robinson in 2018 after several years of courtship. He was the proud father 

of one daughter, Princess Blount and two beautiful granddaughters, London and Bailey 

Blount. 

Whether he was called "Superman", Mr. Mays, or simply Willie, he will not only be 

remembered as a giant in Augusta public life, but he will also be remembered as a true 

servant-leader in his community. An influence and role-model for generations of Augustans, 

the brilliant and trailblazing life of William "Willie" Henry Mays, III will be celebrated for 

years to come.                                                   -Excerpt from the Augusta Chronicle  

"The greatest among you shall be your servant."—

Matthew 23:11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W. T. Edmondson, PhD 

President 

 

Greetings to all the great 

members of the GFSPA:  

 

 I, W. T. Edmondson, am pleased 

to come to you with our first 

Edition of the GFSPA News… 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank each of you for entrusting me to 

lead this great convention in such a 

time as this. We are living in uncertain 

times and we must take all precautions 

to keep our families, staff, and 

ourselves safe during this horrific 

pandemic. Each one of us are trying to 

maneuver through uncharted waters 

during a time as we have never seen 

before. There are no handbooks to 

teach us how to have funerals and serve 

families effectively. That is why we 

must listen to CDC guidelines, adhere 

to all scientific knowledge along with  

-continued on page 2 “President” 
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The Honorable Willie Mays, III                         

1951 - 2020 

The life of William "Willie" Henry Mays, III is a 

shining example of virtue. Born on July 11, 1951 to the 

late William H. Mays, II and Carrie J. Mays, the 

roadmap for Willie's life of service was set from the 

very beginning. Willie's parents, the owners and 

operators of the historic W.H. Mays Mortuary 

founded in 1922 by his grandfather, provided a 

pristine example of compassion, empathy, and 

barrier breaking that would underscore Willie's 

lifetime.  

 



PRESIDENT… 

using some common sense to better serve our communities. 

The question was asked of me if the State Convention had any guidelines to 

follow for funerls during the COVID-19 crisis. The response I had to give was 

not to my pleasing because it was somehting that we, as a nation and an 

industry, had never had to deal with before. After doing some research, much 

praying and checking with local departments of health, I was able to come up 

with what I thougt could help us facilite having safe services. We CEASED all 

Notary work, limos for funerals, register books, chairs to homes; in additon, 

all funerals would become graveside and require that everyone wear a mask 

and maintain six feet of personal space.  

After months passed, we are still maintaining this same set of rules so that eveyone can be in a relaxed environment while 

grieving their loved ones. What does the future hold for us as a Nation, Funeral Industry? This is a question yet to be 

answered by anyone becaue we really DO NOT now, but if we continue to follow the guidelines and trust in the Lord 

above, I know we can come out alright. 

Finally, I would like to report that we had a successful Mid-Year Winter Board meeting in Atlanta at the Crown Plaza 

Hotel. Our members came and observed CDC rules and carried out the business of your State Convention. We were able to 

make some new appointments and brought in new ideas to help keep each of our members better informed. Our new 

Convention Chair this year is, Ms. Linda Thrasher. She was able to make accommodations with the hotel and made sure 

each one of us had adequate mask and box lunces. Our new Education Chair this year is, Ms. Robinet Barnes. She and her 

staff came in working and made this meeting a working meeting. It was a very enlightening and enthusiastic work session 

for each of us. There were so many thought provoking subjects that came out of the discussions she presented.  

We now have an additonal scholarship that will be offered to students that do not meet the current standerds set by our 

convention. This new scholarship is from a philanthropic donor, and will address students with a “C” average that are 

striving to become a Funeral Director and Embalmer. 

I would like to say THANK YOU to our 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Vice Presdients, each one of us came together the night before the 

session and brain-stormed to come up with new ways to meet the challenges of this great convention. Thanks to our 

Chairman of the Board, Mr. Wakefield for his support and input as well. There are so many wonderful things we discussed 

at this sesion, until I dare not cover each one of them in this Newsletter; but, I hope at a later date we can all come 

together and continue to make this one of the greatest conventions in the Nation. 

This is the first publication of the GFSPA Newsletter under my administration; and it requires your help! I’m asking each 

District Chair to please submit information from your district that will keep each one of the members connected. If any 

member has anything of importance they would like to share, please submit to the following e-mail address:  

gfspanews@yahoo.com. 

We have a great Assocation with great people from all over this state, let us join oursevles together and beat COVID-19 by 

being safe and praying to God. 

Until next time, W. T. Edmondson 
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Congratulations from the Sixth District to  

Ms. Gloria Justice  

(daughter of Mr. Samuel Thomas)  
On passing the National Boards of Art and Science. 
 

Phinazee and Son Funeral Home 

Has been in business for 101 years as of November 15, 2020! 
 
Congratulations from the Staff of Lakes-Dunson-Robertson Funeral Home 
to our owner… 

Dr. W. T. Edmondson 

On the new, state-of-the-art facility! Congrats and THANK YOU! 
 

Trice Funeral Home, Inc.  

50th Anniversary…Thomaston, Georgia and Barnesville, Georgia 
 

Goolsby Mortuary 

Celebrating 43 Years of Dedicated Service to the Metro Atlanta area and 
surrounding counties! 
 

David Campbell 

FIRST Black American to be named Chatham County Coroner! 
 
 

 

Almari Phinazee 

Phinazee and Son Funeral Home 
 

Alexis Barney 

Campbell and Son Funeral Home 
 

Crystal Preston 

Associate Member, Masters of Science and Human Resources Management 
 

Jimmie Wiley 

Davis Funeral Home 

 

R. Andra Jenkins, 

1st Vice President 

 

 
David Campbell, 

2nd Vice President 

 

    
Latoya Kelly-Murray 

3rd Vice President 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

   

 

                
 ﴾H. E. Shelton 

Hanley-Shelton Funeral Home 
 
 

﴾Ms. Iris Vanessa Melton 
Henderson Memorial Chapel 

﴾Ms. Cynthia Sims 
F. L. Sims Funeral Home 

J. Robin Barnes, 
 
Licensed Funeral Director 
 
Available for Funeral Services 
 
912.531.2565—Cell 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ˃ 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DISTRICT CHAIRS 2020 

 

1st District  

Craig R. Tremble 

 

2nd District 

Randall L. King 

 

3rd District 

David D. Towns, II 

 

4th District 

Rev. Daughtry B. Melton, III 

 

5th District 

Virginia L. Hill 

 

6th District 

Carlton Maye 

 

7th District 

T. Lanier Levett 

 

8th District 

Dewayne Hall 

 

9th District 

Latasha N. Grant, CFSP 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from the Districts… 
 

The 2nd District of GFSPA have been conducting monthly 
scheduled meetings via conference calls since April 2020 thru November 10, 
2020. We have stayed active in having meaningful conversations 
concerning the funeral industry during the pandemic. 
 

When death cases began to rise from COVID-19 our members begin to have 
questions about the virus, embalming techniques, first calls, home 
removals, etc. We formed a committee to pursue creditable sources for 
help. In May of 2020, we reached out to Gupton-Jones College of Funeral 
Service. Ms. Hope Iglehart, Ricky Williams and Latashia Grant were eager 
to answer questions concerning the virus via telephone conference. This 
information is available in FULL Detail by e-mailing the State News e-mail address:  
gfspanews@yahoo.com. 
 

Our treasurer of six years, Ms. Iris Vanessa Melton passed away on 
September 20, 2020. We would like to thank our President Dr. W.T. 
Edmondson and Chairman of the Board Jeffery Wakefield for attending 
the services. 
 

The Second District GFSPA continue to meet monthly via conference 
calls. We presently have twelve active members and two associate 
members. We welcome any of our colleagues to attend our meetings to 
share their knowledge and experiences with us. Our next scheduled 
meeting will be December 8, 2020 at 7:00 pm.   
 

Call me, Randall L. King for conference number and code (912) 237-0181. 
-RLK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We, the members of DISTRICT 1, would like to congratulate Dr. W. T. 

Edmondson on being elected President. 

We’ve had 3 graduates:  Almari, Alexis, and Crystal and we’ve had one Firm 

to turn 101 Years old, Phinazee! 

District 1 decided that we would have meetings every 2nd Tuesday of each month.  

Chairman Craig R. Tremble and Vice Chairman Eddie Hosely are 

working on getting a representative to speak with us about COVID-19 updates and 

how we should prepare and handle COVID-19 in the flu season. 

Tamika Patterson | 1st District Secretary 

The Third District of GFSPA consist of 19 counties. We hold our Bi-Monthly meetings every other month 

in Warner Robins, Georgia at Old Times. We are a district that is focused on continuing education for its members. The district 

had a new funeral firm to open in Fort Valley by long time members, Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Smalls of Edwards & Smalls 

Mortuary, we welcome this new firm to GFSPA.  Our district has gained a new member Mr. Alonzo Howell of Fort Valley, 

Georgia.  Rev. Raphael Warnock a candidate for U.S. Senate appeared in Butler, Ga. at Green’s Park November 21, 2020 to 

address the people. The leadership Team is Lossie A. Glover, Vice President; Denise West, Secretary; and Joel Rollins 

Treasurer. 
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5th District’s Lakes-Dunson-Robertson Funeral Home held Ribbon Cutting on 1 September 

2020…GFSPA’s President, Dr. W. T. Edmondson is the owner…. 
 
Greetings from Roscoe Jenkins Funeral Home, Inc. of GFSPA, Inc. 5th District. 
 During this time under COVID-19 we continue to serve our community safely by following all CDC guidelines keeping the community and staff safe. We have 
continued to provide community outreach. On Tuesday, October 20, 2020 at 8:00 p.m. we had our Annual “Pink Event for Breast Cancer Awareness” virtually, 
on zoom. Our featured speakers were: Dr. Verna Thornton, M.D. (OB GYN), Yolanda Cheatham, B.A., CPLC (Success Coach and Self Care Advocate) and 
Letitia J. Chambliss, Registered Radiological Technologist and Mammography Technologist. It was well attended; a lot of valuable information was given about 
self-care, mammograms, self-examination, spiritual health and wellness. The next event we are planning is our Annual Candlelight Memorial Service which 
honors the lives and families we have served in 2020. It is scheduled to be shown virtually on December 20, 2020. 

Respectfully Submitted, Linette Ward, CFSP 
 

       
 

 

 

6th District’s Jimmie Wiley, an 

apprentice at Davis Funeral Home, Louisville, Georgia 
recently completed all the requirements from Gupton-
Jones College with an Associate of Science Degree in 
Funeral Service.  
 
Jimmie is the husband of member Kathy Davis Wiley 
and worked as an Apprentice under their son, Andre 
Hannah.   
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