Summer  Term 2026
April Newsletter

The start of the summer term is always an exciting and very busy one. Please make sure you keep up to date on events and activities from our diary dates, Facebook, MCAS notifications and the outdoor noticeboard. New reception places will be released on 16th April and we will update families with the relevant information after this date. Please note some variation to dates in the diary dates for the rest of the year. Due to Neale Wade holding their transition days on 8th and 9th July we have changed our dance production to the 2nd July. 

Whilst it is early days in our new processes in English and Maths, we hope the children have been sharing with you about their new Maths lessons and their work in English to redraft their work. From my daily learning walks around school, It has been great to see an increased enthusiasm, confidence and knowledge in Maths. In English the children now all have a published work book where they complete their final draft of their work and it has been great to hear the language the children are using in their work as well in their explanations when asked about their writing.

During the Easter holidays we have had a new fire detection system installed throughout the school to replace our existing system. We will continue to practise our fire drill each half term to ensure all children and staff can safely evacuate the building and can follow the safety procedures. 
Over the past two terms, we have seen a significant increase in pupil absences, many of which have been due to illness. While we understand that children do become unwell from time to time, it is important to recognise that frequent or prolonged absences can have a considerable impact on a child’s learning, progress, and overall school experience.
Every day in school counts. Missed lessons can make it more difficult for children to keep up with their peers, affecting both their confidence and attainment. We would also like to remind all families that holidays during term time will not be authorised. When low attendance is combined with additional absences for holidays, the impact on a child’s education can be substantial. If you are planning to take your child out of school for a holiday, we ask that you are open and honest with us. A leave of absence request form is available from the school office and must be completed 2 weeks in advance. While these requests will not be authorised, informing us ensures that our records are accurate.
Please be aware that if a child is reported absent due to illness and there is reason to believe that the absence is actually due to a holiday, the school may carry out a home visit to verify the child’s wellbeing.
We appreciate your support in ensuring that your child attends school regularly and on time. Working together, we can help every child achieve their full potential.
If you have any questions or need support regarding attendance, please do not hesitate to contact the school office.
Please can we also remind you about children bringing in coats or a waterproof. As it gets warmer it can be tempting to not send a coat in with your child however as we are still in the season for rain showers children will need a coat to be able to go out to play on the days when it is slightly drizzling.
Year 6 SATS
Our Year 6 Children will be taking their Key Stage 2 assessments from Monday 11th May to Thursday 14th May. The Year 6 children may come into school at 8am for breakfast on these days. It is extremely important that they are in school for these assessments. 

Car Park
We have spoken to all of the children about their safety when arriving and waiting at school in the morning. Please do not allow your children to run around in the carpark, play behind the cars or play with the entrance door for theirs and others safety.  
Clubs
These will begin week beginning 20th April. Please can we ask if you have signed your child up for a club that they attend regularly as spaces are limited and there are waiting lists for our clubs. If your child does not attend, they are taking a space which is wanted by others.  These clubs are part of our enrichment curriculum to support your child’s learning and development. Please do not send them to a club that they are not happy to participate in. When clubs are taking place staff are in the classroom with the children and are unable to leave the children on their own. The school office is also unmanned after 3:15pm so it makes it extremely difficult sometimes to answer the door or phone during clubs, therefore If you are intending on collecting your children early from a club, please let us know in the morning so we can make arrangements. We are not ignoring the buzzer but are unable to leave children unattended.
Booster club for Year 6 will resume on Monday 13th April from 3-4pm.

Pet Care assembly 
This was due to take place last term however due to the road closure it has been rescheduled for Tuesday 14th April. Sigmavets will be visiting our school to provide an assembly about caring for pets 

Swimming
Swimming begins for Reception, Year 1, Year 4 and Year 5 on Friday 17th April. Please ensure children arrive promptly at school and have a full swimming kit and towel.

Ukulele Lessons
Magdalene class will be taking part in ukulele lessons in the next half term provided by 20Twenty productions. We look forward to hearing them at our end of year production. 
Britten Sinfonia
This orchestra will be joining us on 5th May providing a performance of ‘The tail of the whale’ for Moreton class. 
School Logo
We are considering a redesign of our school logo. We are asking pupils, parents, staff and the wider community to make suggestions of a symbol, landmark or a key word/ word that would truly represent our school. If you have any suggestions, please complete the form on the link that was previously sent out or contact the school office with suggestions. 
[image: ]Forest school sessions- 
Monday -Marriott Class      
Tuesday - Nene and Moreton Class 
                                                  Friday-– Magdalene Class
Please ensure children have their full kit and appropriate clothing for the weather conditions on their forest school day. They will go out in rainy and cold weather. 
[image: ]PE / Dance
PE sessions take place on Wednesdays and Dance on Thursdays. The weather is cold so please ensure children have long trousers for PE and a sweatshirt.
Please ensure children have the correct PE Kit in school for these sessions. A reminder that PE kit is black jogging bottoms and a red T-shirt and sweatshirt. Children must have a change of shoes for PE. Earrings must be removed for PE. Dance and Forest School
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